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PREFACE 
TTX; Hatever Apologies the Wirld may ex- 


' peft for Books of anuther Nature, [ 
| think they ought nit to be gratified 


'in Books of this, for whatever tends to regu- 


lite our converſation, and advance a happi- 
neſs in another Hcr!d when ,cur hopes fail us 
here, is ſufficient to recemmend it ſelf: 

Its unaccountable, that ſince Religin, in 7 ebt 


of all deſigns to undermine and make it look 1ir- 


He;aſſerts its own Authority and make men ccnfe/s 
its beauties, that they ſhould be ſuch fucks as wt :9 
be charm'd by them. Since Athuilm «nd Infi- 
delity are beccme meer Nam'e., «nd Men ave 
obliged to own a Being, which they haws the 
Impudence to di{cbey : It may beceme a Qu«/*:on, 
Whether they had not bctter have ccntinned in 
their Opinion that there was no Gud, if :h.re 
were ever any ſuch, than pretend to 04m a Be- 
ing, dnd pay ſo little reſpect to it : Hew Men 
came to diſtruſt the God who made them, or 


not carefully cbſcrus bim whom they own to be 


the Maker of the World, are things equally in- 
accountable ; that Man, who is ended 9114 
Reaſon, and capable to convince himſelf, that he 
is not of himſclf,. and that whatever was the 


Cauſe of him, miſt have a Cauſe, or that that 
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Cauſe muſt be Eternal, and the Maker of all 
things, who 'is forced from Natural Principles, 
and common Arguments, to allow a firſs Cauſe, 
and that he cou'd not have had this Knowledge if 
this Cauſe,had not revealed it ſelf : That the ſame 
reaſon, which 'inclints him to take any thing 
for truth of which he han't demonſtration, or-to 
give credit to any thing, obliges him to believe the 
Account of God, of Religion, and Himſolowſch 
is delivered in the Scriptures, and far 8 e tfuth 
of which there is the beſt Teſtimony in the world. 
Fur their Antiquity, there is nothing ſo ancient, 
and for their Credit, they have the general Con- 
[ent of all Ages, Jewiſh and Chriſtian. So that 
if they be true, we ought to give our entire Aſ- 
{ent to all that is declared, - and they teſtifie of 
One whom God was to ſend to redeem this ſin- 
ful World * For Man fell from what be was 
created, and ſtood in need of an Attonement ; 
rhat this Perſon in the ſulneſs of time was ma- 
rifeſted to the World, being conceived by the Spi- 
ris of God, and born of a Virgin that he wrought 
ALracles ; taught its an exatt Rule of Faith and 
Obedience, and then laid down his life as a 
Ranſom for all that ſhould believe on him; that 
&fter his death, he raiſed himſelf from the dead, 
and in the ſight of his Diſciples aſcendcd "into 
Heaven, war there remains, till- he ſhall come to 
quge the World : That be _= Apoſtles, 
and gave them power to make Biſhops, Prieſts 
an1 Deacons, that by ſuch an Order of Men, the 
Laws which he Commanded might be taught 
to us, and the Rites of that Religion which be 
| planted, 
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planted, duly performed. Of this we are infal- 
libly aſſured, and though we have the witneſs of 
Men, yet the witneſs of God is greater, ans he 
that can 'no more decerve than be deceived, has 
poſitively confirmed. We have had a conſtant [uc- 
ceſſion of men in the Prieſtly Office, even to tis 
time, what then is the cauſe f our Diſſenſicns, 
of our Unbelief and Mibelief,, but that they wbo 
polluted our Manners, wou d betray our Faith, 
and make us altogether uncapable of thoſe Ble/- 
ſings which theſe- Scriptures promiſe us to en- 
foy; why ſuch induſtry to bear down Revealed 
Religien, but that Men hate the light wh:ch 
ou d expoſe their Deeds that are Evil. Why 
are they ſo laborious to defame that Doctrine 
2wh-ch has increaſed againſt Oppeſition, and the 
malice of Hell, and will be preſerved to the end 
of the World : "Tis impeſſible ts know a Gag 
reconciled without revelatim, and he 
bas revealed himſelf it muſt be by ſom .c0- 
ay, and is there any that they can prefer to our 
Saviour, who has the witneſs of the Father and 
the Holy Ghoſt concerning him. He was pro- 
pheſy'd of 30e0 Nears before, and exattly anſwer- 
ed the Character of him that was tocome: What 
Excuje then can Men bave for their Obſtinacy, 
who pretend to own a God, and yet won't be- 
lieve the words of his Mouth? Is there any 
Law, any Precept, any Charatter misbecoming 
the Dignity and Wiſdom of the Son of 
God ? Has our Saviour ſaid any thing to .be 
the Will of his Father which is not rational, and 
moſt b:coming the Almighty Governor of Hea- 
wen and Earth? If not, Why ſhou'd the hearts 
Az of 
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of the Sons of Men be lifted up, and diſpiſe the 
D &ates of rhis preacher of Righteouſneſs ? 
If they own a God, can they ſerve him in a 
more acceptable manner ? Can they propoſe better 
Rules of Conwerſation, be govern'd by better 
Laws, bs better Men than the Scripture can 
make them? If there is nothins in the Scrip- 
tire misbecoming an infinite Wiſd.m, and they 


 eleclare to us the WTI of God, which is, that we 


\ 


(hci d believe and obey his Sen, why ſhou'd we 


refuſe to ſerve him, as he himſelf thinks fit? So 
little reaſon has the Deilſt for his Opinion, that 
"tis impoſſible to eſtabliſh. it, unleſs we deſtroy 
thot by which we came to know there is a God, 
2w:ich ne Man cou'd have doze without Origi- 
nal Imprejſi:ns upon his Soul, cr explicit Reve- 
lation. So thet it is to live unaccountably, to 


, betiezwe they knuw not why, but do what [eems 


Good in their own Eyes, and every man to r= 
ſhpip'a Being which he reveals to himſelf, hich 
vemng impoſſible is to live in the poſſeſſion of ab- 
{ard PrinCiples, and which are nat an'w-cratle 
to the cermmun Rea(on of Mankind. | 

But theſe. are net the enly Perſons 2: ho are pre- 
qndicial to Riligien, for that [nffers like our 
ſekves, moſt by thoſe whopretend to be our Friends ; 
tne -Wiſdem of Ged j6 far condeſcended to tar 
weakneſs, as to make b:mſelf krown in a wc1- 
derful manner. When our firſt Parents fell, 
ſm extred into the World, and Death by ſin, fr 
in them all Men were made foriners ; if our 'a- 
rents transgreſſed, we muſt derive a contagion 
frem their Loms, fo: bo can bring a clean thing 
our of an unclean, ond if we are conceived and 
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born in Sin, what is Man that he ſhould be clean 
or he that is born of a Woman, that he ſhould be 
Righteous: God ſaw this, and knew our inſuf- 
fictency, that we ſhould inclize to Fil, and 
cou'd bave no merit to attone his Tuſtice, fer 
what cou'd the Sons of Violence offer that was 
clean, or Man, miſerable Man, propeje to re- 
fore himſelf to the favour of God, But God was 
pleaſed to propoſe a ſacrifice, to take away the 
ſiris of the World, and this be declared as ſoon as 
Man had ſir'd, and continued to inculeate this 
Geodneſs in the minds of Men by his Prophets, 
who continually declcre the mercy of God which 
ſLou!d appear to bring Salvation this is what 


- Abraham believed, and 'twas imputed unto him 


for Rightcouſneſs, fer he faw the Day, and 
was Glad: Th's was it that was typifyed by 
the Ceremonies of the Law, that every time they 
Sacrificed and Worſhipp:d in the Temple, they 


might have ſomahing to put them in mind of 
their Meſſia, whem they expefled, and who 
was called the Wonderful Counſcl, or the 
mighty God, the everlaiting Father, rhe 
Prince of Peace ; that bis Office was to wiſit 
and redeers his People.. Thus did God Pprepate 
the way fer his Son, that we 'might reverence 
him, and theugh his Dignity was thus great, 
yet be was to ve rejefed and diſpiſed by Men, 
{mitten of God, that the Chaſtiſement of our 
Peace might be upen him, and by his Stripes we 
might be Healed, This indeed was wonderful, 
and what proved a Rumbling block ra the 
Tews, and fooliſhneſs to the Gentiles, and 
wat they who in this Age continue to dn) the 
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Lord who bought them, think very Ridiculous : 
But however merry theſe Gentlemen of that Per- 


ſwaſion are with the price of their Salyation, 


1 believe it would ſtartle them to have it ſeri- 
ouſly put to them, whether = renounce the me- 
rits of that Croſs which they diſpiſe, or the 
Name into which they were Baptized”; we 
are certain it can be no jeſting matter , if the 
Scriptures don't err concerning Him, for they 
zell us, he died for our ſins, and roſe again for 
our juſtification, and that without him, we have 
0 life in us ; that he is our Advocate, and 
was made a propitiation for our Sins, and yet 
that be was from Eternity ; for be came down 


from Heaven, and was in the Beginning, and 


was with God, and was God, and jet became 
Fleſh, and dwelt among us, that even in this 
State, be was werthy of Divine Honour, by virtue 
ef that Union in bim,of the Divine and Humane 
Nature that he was Alpha and Omega ; that in 
the beginning he laid the Foundations of ' the Earth, 
and all the Sons of God ſhouted for joy ; —_— 
let us take heed to the things which we have 
beard, leaſt at any time we let them ſlip, and 
then, How ſhall we eſcape if wenegle& fo 
great Salvation? And who then can deny that 
this Jeſus, as the Scriptures explain is, is God 
ifeſt in the Fleſh, ro whom be' Glory for 
er. And yet there are a ſort of Men, who 
ſet up themſelves in contradiftion to this Myſte- 

.Godlineſs, and fancy by ſearching, they can 
fo out the Almighty to perfeftion, who pride 
themſelves in Reaſon,. and think it a diſparage- 


. ment for any thing to be above their Knowledge. 


They 
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They are ſo refin'd in their Notions, that they 
can ſee no difference between a thing, being a- 
bove their reaſon, and being contrary to it: They 
are ſo great Maſters, that not to underſtand 'a 
thing, or its being repugnant in its ſelf are the 
ſame thing, for with them all is Non-ſcence and. 
contradiion,which they don't comprehend ; when 
at the [ame time they can't give an account of 
themſelves, and yet would be thought to under- 
ſtand every thing elſe. The SCripture more per- 
ticularly is their Talent, and if we can believe 
them, there is nothing like a Myſtery in it, 
but they can eaſily comprehend all, or as eaſily de- 
ny : That our Saviour was conceived by the H0- 
ly Ghoſt, and Bern of @ Virgin 7s prfſitive-in 
the Scriptures, but what they never yet max'? 
eaſie to our conceptions, but in ſuch & manner as 
ives the lis to the Predifttion, and wretched!y 
perverts the Senſe of the Scripture, by leaving it 
more perplex'd and above our reach than 'tis of it 
ſelf. That be was the expreſs Image of the Fa- 
ther, and therefore to bim every Knee ſhould 
bow, that all Power in Heaven and Bayth 
was given unto him, and therefcre if we do wit 
believe him ſhall be Damn'd. That he came 
 . out from God, and that he and the Father are 
one; and therefore is able to hear our Prayers, 
and bas promiſed if we ask of bimhewill give us, 
and yet that teok upon bim the form of a Servant, 
is what God has Teſtified, and what he thought 
was not too much for our ſake, theuoh in b:m- 
ſelf be rheught it not Rebery to bs equal with Gull, 
and of this there - are-three that ber Record: in 
Heaven, tve Father, the Word, rs the Ho- 
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Iy Ghoſt, and that theſe three are one; and in- 
70 ris truth are we commanded to 62 Baptized, 
for 'twas his will that all Nations ſhou!d be 
T: 1:49.98 6 and Raptiſed i in the Name of the Father, 
Son and Holy Ghoſt ; theſe are all infallible 
Truths, whether they underſtand them or nt, if 
rhey cannet, then there are Myſteries, and what 
they muſt believe without knowing any mare 
then thar God with whom all things are poſſible 
has ſaid it, and if we weuld be ſaved muſe .ve- 
licue, that we have all [in d and fand in need 
of a Saviour, is what cur Reaſon and Scripture 
f.yms us ; the Perſon and Dignity of this S2- 
viour, tyve Scripture poſuively aſſerts, and if 
that be true, he could not be leſs than God that 
undertock our Redemption, and that had thoſe 
peculiar attribures belonging to him; but haw be 
7e God-head and Man-hood was wnited in 
him, is not what bis Wiſdcm has thought jt to 
rcveal, and what our finite underſtanding 1s not 
capable of, and what .is not neceſſary to cur Sal- 
win that we ſnould know, but believe : So 
at the Contreverſie [cems to be this, whether 
God Can vblige us to believe what we Ccan'r 
Compretend ? And whether be bas not obliged 
ns aiready ta a Faith which muſt be obedient 70 
bs word, till thcy.can prove 3 cur reaſon, vat 
either of theſe are unirue or :mpeſſuble 2 Let it 
[nifice us to b Id faſt the Faith in which we are 
ized 1p, and only believe gs much as Gid las 
beer 'P enſed to reveal, and bave regard to what 
:.3- SCripLure ſay concerning. bim, through whom 
21'e are 10 PaV? everlaſting Life. Thus much 
35S C7 1,212, and 2 'bat I 1hink to be an manjwer- 
9;e 
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able Argument, and a juſt account of the Ckri- 
ſtian Belief, which a Great Divine of our 
Church has lately offer 'd. That the Foundation 
of the Do&rine f the Trinity is this ; Firſt, That 
there can be bur one God ; Secondly, That 
there is nothing in God, but what 1s God ; 
Thirdly, Thar there can be no compoſition 
in the Deity with any f{uch poſitive real 
Being diſtin& from the Deity it ſelf. Bur 
the Church finding in Scripture mention of 
three to whom dittinCtly the God-head br- 
longs, expreiſed thefe three by the Name 
of Perſons. and ſtared rheir Perforalitty up- 
on three diſtin&t Mudcs of ſabbitarce al- 
lotted ro one and the fame God: head, ard 
theſe alſo diſtinguiſhed from one another 
by thiee diftinct Rel.:tions. 

Hind now what deſiens thejs Traducers of the 
Lird of Glery can mntend,by puzeelliiny tnemſeltes 
and every Body elſe with their pretenticns to 
more keaſon than God has given them, 1 cant 
imagine, unleſs under the diſonife of Charity to 
cur Reaſon, they weuld ſubvert our Religicn, 
and by pretending to bring the ſublime Truths of 
God's Word to our underſtanding, they would 
Ridicuie the hidden things of God, and ſo open 
a way for Atheiſm and I:fidellity, by denying 
firſt that there is any thing which our reaſon can't 
comprehend, and then that there is ncthing ia the 
SCI1prure, but what can eaſily be und, rſlood, 
This is to make Our Reaſon, nr the Scripture 
a rule of Selwvation, aid when once (ur [en'e is 
70 judze of theſe D.v.ne Trnths, all of them: 
tori 22 camp true a Mathemo; ical ice E 
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winft be rejected: And yet that there ave ſuch 
truths of which they can have no Idea is certain, 
and after all, they muſt 6-n, that either they are 
mot to be underſtood, and yet believed, or elſe. 
rat they are Non-ſence and contradiction, which 
is an impudence they dare not publickly own, 
and what ould be fatal to their deſigns; for the 
Socinian reeds only appear in his proper Colour, 
to make him abbor'd and rejetted by all, and 
lookt upon as an Enemy to Gog, Religion and 


he common ſence of Mankiyd. 
But there is yet anither fort, who pretend an 
Ovedience to the Goſpel of Chrif, and yet 
make that eaſie rule of Salvation ſo confuſed and 
perplex'd, that either they dare not, or cannot 
give an account ef their Faith. Their principles, 
if they have any, are as unaccountable to them- 


ſelves as to the {Vorld, and they agree in nothing 


ſo much as to oppoſe the plain ſenſe of the Scrip- 
ture; that Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper are 
poſitive Inſtitutions, the one to be perform d by 
Water iz the Name of the Father, Son and 
Holy Gholt, and the uther by Bread and 
Wine, in remcabrance of our Saviour 's Death 
and Sufferings, are as plainly and poſitively 
eemmanded, as any one bing in the Scripture, 
Toa: the Apoſtles and primitive Chriſtians 
made it their Pratt:je, is capable of the ſame 
proof as the Scriptures themſelves ; they went a- 
beut Preaching the Lord Feſus,and Baptiſmg all 
th.zt belicued m bis Name, and the condition of 
Salyation 1n thoſe days, Was Faith, Repen- 
tance ard Baptiſm ; that to ſtrengthen People 
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in their Faith, they meet on the firſ- day im the 
Week to break Bread, and St. Paul is wery care- 
ful to infruf# our Behaviour, that we might | 
receive the Bread of the Lord worthily. © _ ... 
Yet notwithſtanding. this, as if an aukent 
Gravity, and ſullewneſs of Behaviour were to 
paſs for Authority, they pretend by « New Light 
to another underſtanding of the Scripture, and 
'impudently prevert that Senſe which the Chri- 
ſtian Church for 1600 Years and more ſubmit- 
ted too. So umvilling are they to go to Heaven 
in the ſteps of their Fathers, that they prefer eve- 
ry wild Enthuſiaſtick Notion to the written 
Word of God, and ſo fearful of following the 
Examples of Tradition that each Man ſs up 
for a Rule to himſelf; they hawe no Prielts as 
well as no Sacraments, no ſettled conſtitution 
of a Church, and are ſo little obſervers of St. 
Paul's Command, to do all things with Decen- 
Cy and Order, as if be did not ſpeak. it by the 
Spirit, but to gratifie his own Superſtition ; they 
live as if the Goſpel was all Privilege, and no 
Duty, are Enemies to a farm in Divine Worſhip, 
and in ſpight of the Scripture which commands 
Women - to be in ſilence, will needs bave them 
for Speakers among them; thus do they play at 
croſs purpoſes with the Word of God, and 
by their Obſtinancy and Fantaſticalneſs, make ir 
of none effett. But there is an Argument againſt 
them, which they never thought fit to anſwer, 
and till they can, muſt be thcught Enemies to the 
Goſpel of Chriſt: An Ordinance once enjoyn'd 
end*never repeaP d,is {ti/! in orie ; but Baptiſm 
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by Watet was once enjoyn'd, but never repeal'd: 
Ergo, and ſo of tbe Lord's Supper, and what 

ever el[e is accounted an Ordinance in the Church 
of God, . and all that lies upon us to prove, -is, 
That what we aſſert is an Ordinance, and was 
enjoyn'd by lawful Authority ; and this is what 
the SCriptures prove themſelyes, and what has 
been ſtrengthen d by the Arguments and Practiſe 
of the Church down to this day. So that if there 
is any ſuch thing as Unvelievers, falſe Teach- 
ers, and denyers of the DoEtrine of Chiilt zud 
his Apoſtles, we may find them in this wretched 

Sett of pretenders to Chriſtianity. 

But now among theſe who have no knowledge 
of the Truth, or bold it .in Unrighteruſneſs, .Or 
pur Godlinels into a Form to draw. the ridi- 
cule and ſcorn of the Worid , its no-wonder to 
meet with them Debauch'd, or fill d with Pride 
Conceit and Devilliſhne!s, or Deceitful, truſting 
in them{elves Hy Pocrites, Fern ing the truth of 
Ged jnto a lie. But that we who are Born in a 
Nation, where the true Religion is Eſtabliſhed 
by Law, and have all the Advantages which 
God can give us to make us Happy. Our Church 
reaching us the form of ſound Wirds once-deli- 
wer & to the Saints, and makes the Word of 
God her Rule of Faith, the Example of the 
Apoſtles and Primicive Fathers her Guide, 
and her conſtitution ſuch as Decency direfts, that 
we in the midſt of ſuch aſſiſtances ſhould fail 
of the end of Creation, and in the ſpight of God's 
Grace and Mercy, deprive our ſebves of ever- 
laſting Happineſs, by living in Diſobedience w 


this Church, incontradidion to the word of Gel 
od 
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and in defiance of what our . reaſcn tells 'us is 
both our intereſt and duty. -Whence is this hard- 
nels of heart, that Men forget they were. Bap- 
tiſed, and live as if they never heard of Religi- 
on?. Let us all put the Queſtion to our ſelves, 
and ſee whether ene Reaſcn of this Stupidity and 
IWickedneſs is not from our Negle&, in the Edu- 
cation of thoſe committed to our Charge. 

: Weare dedicated to God and Religion as 
ſoon as Born, according to the command of our 
Saviour ; but ſince moſt of us are brought to the 
Church, when through our tender Years we are 
nt capable to judge nor perform what is requi- 
red of us. The Church according to an Ancient 
Preſcription has appointed Sureties inour behalf ; 
they ſolemnly Engage for us till we come to an Age 
that we areable to take care of our ſelves. Whence 
is it then, that notwithſtanding this Prudent care 
of the Chureb, ſo few are bred up to thoſe Pious 
Rules preſcribed in our Baptiſm, and how many 
leſs when they come to Age, think theniſelves 
bound to perform what was vow'din their Names. 
Dothey who are God-fathers perform their part ? 
Do they endeavor early to inſtrutt their Children, 
and inform them to what advantages they are 
Born, that they piniſed by them who are their 
Suteties to perform their duty to God and their 
Neighbour ; that now they are able, they are to 
be accountable for their own A&ions, and take 
upon them that Solemn Engagement to Fight ur.- 
der Chriſt's Banner, and to reſiſt the World, 
the Fleſh, and the Devil, and to believe all 
che Articles of the Chriſtian Faith: TÞhu: 
much is certainly incumbent upon ſuch as unde»- 

take 
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rake for Infants at leaſt, that they put the Pa- * 
rents in mind to do it for them, ſo that there is no © 


- ſuch difficulty that ſhould Yonge any from /o 


charitable a Work, but there is danger for thoſe 
who take it upon them with no deſign, but to 
comply with the cuſtom, but not to imform.them 
of good and Evil ;. ani, Oh,bow happy ſhould we 
e, if when we firſt came tothe knowledge of Good 
and Evil, that we could ſo perſue the Geod,that 
God may not deny us the privilege of taſting 0 
the Tree of Life ith, clin 4 T * 4 
Do they who are Parents perform their part by 
confirming the Advice of the God-fathers to 
their Children, in adding both their Precept and 
Example. The Church has appointed God-fa- 
thers to be as Monitors, but 'tis they that will 
be accountable for the miſmanagement of their 
Children, for they have a conſtant Eye over them, 
and their Authority laſt as long as their lives, and 
if thro' their Negligence, their Children are loſt, 
their Blood will be required at their hands. 'T'was 
a ſevere Fudgment upon Old Eli, for not main- 
taining the right of a Parent in the correttion of 
bis Sons, tho' he was not altogether ſilent at ther 
wickedneſs, but mild in his reproof, and yet 
God removed from bim the Prieſt-hood for ever, 
But how many are there that don't ſay ſo much 
as be did? My Sons, ye do not well to make the 
Lerds's, People to Tranſgreſs, but are rather en- 
couraging them in their Vices, or ſilent at. their 
IVickedneſs. Good. God, that Men ſhould 
defire Children to make them miſerable ! 
Surely it concerns us as much as it did the Jews, 


zo bring them up inthe fear and Nature of the - 


Lord, 
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Lord. ſbeuld we be cantious in our Adwoni« 
fions, whey "ris our Duty, and. their Intereſt, to hear 
and to obey; and we have this for our Encourages 
ment, if they are diſobedient, the Laws of the Land 
are ready to our affiftance in the puniſhment of Wick= 
edneſs and Vice, and we bave this Negative Paw- 
er, to reſtrain" them from being very had, if-we 
can't make them tyery Good, _ BIEN 
"Weave born' into @ World full of Temptations 
and Miſeries,- end tho" God bas pronounced it. good,. 
as the work of his. hands, yet we are ſo prone. to.do 
amiſs, that we ſcarce arrive to the power of. ating, 
bat we incline to ervert that Bleſſing, and make that. 
our Curſe, which wat deſign'd our Happineſs, . 'Tis 
the Goodneſ1 and Mercy 0 God that we are crea> 
ted with # power to Will, and he has placed in us. 
ſuch an intlination to good, as may be wfinitly im: 
proved by getting in us the upper-bend of Evil, . end, 
& poiver to overcome the ſubtiltiesof the World, the 


_ Fieſtzand the: Devil; Jer #3 then. make uſe of this 


Power which God has given us,: and-they 2bo are 
Young, lock up to God to preſerve their Innocence ; 
and they who are ſo unhappy as to kave been cucr 
taken the Enemy of Mankind, let them now ct. 
length call their ways to: remembrance, and: turn 
there face wnto God's Teſtimonies 3. to this end, it 
them according to the Direftion of a great Man: 


\ Firſt, Conſider what they have done awits. 
Secondly, What is fitting for them now to do. 
Thirdly, 1f they do it not, what the end of 

their negle@ will be, 
This Examination conſiſts in a review of their paſt 
life, -«s to their ACtions, all that they bave w_ VEE 
A ty 


| Reſolution, 'when weare in a | 
but let the difficulty. be greater than our imaginati- 
 0n, we muſt reſolve. to undertake the Combate, and 


rpp-ſe that wich this Body we ſhall put off the bo- 
dj of ſin , wr,vecauſewe die in a fit of Devotion;that 
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done, as well as dope ; as to their Faith, whatever 
they disbelieved that is true, or believed" that is a- 
mils; and this. is wo eajte task,jt requin e Time and 
Pains, Zeal-avd Conſtancy, if their own Educa- 
tion has not given them the advantage of direttin 


themlelwves, 


et them addreſs themſeboes to ſome'dil- 
creet- Miniſter ;-let us firſt confider the. nect{ity of _ 
Repentanee, and then the difficulties, and they" dre 
more than we | can__ preſently imagmn.  Our'luſts + 
arenot to be cenquer'd by a Sip a Tear, Ot a 

fir of -Devorion; 


root out-every habit and diſpoſition to jm; In order to 
it, let ns firſt know what is ficting for us robe. 
lieve, and then whatis fir for our prattice 3 for | 
if we build upon. a true Fondation, our Faith will © 
direft us to work out aur Salvation by atrus Repet- #/ 
rance; if we ſuffer our ſelves to be deceiv'd by ayy * 
| known lin, we are 10t in ſafty,. and 'tis not 4 
pentance when we repeat our FAR and we ; 
 bave not conquer'd our luſts till we are able to reſiſt 
them ; be a4 8 thinks be may go to Hegven, becauſe - 
he is Honeſt in the main, or is one the, world calls a " 
Moral Man, #s iz. danger of Eternal Rain ; the £ 


Young Man in the. Goſpel had kepr-all the 

Commandments from his Youth, 'and yet lack- , 
ed. one thing needfull co make him perfef ; _ 
and the reaſon of this purity is plain, for the ſame f 
dip firicms whichwe bave when weleave this World, fl 
il; follow 43 to the next ; we are, miſtaken if we i 


ſtrength” and comfart, and every good rhing. This 
4 "od > On 
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God will accept of this laſt part of our life, and not 


account for the reſt. Our Souls will have the ſame 
affetions,in the other World,as here, for there can be | 


no alteration, as the Tree falls {0 it lies, and if 
we reſobye not to endeavour a change till Death - | 


bed are ſufficient to attone 3 iſpent life, wwe ſhall 


' be miſerably deceived: It is Certain mdeed that a 


true Repentance, thqugh. never ſo late will be 


accepted, but, who can be certiin that he ſhall tru- 


ly repent at a time when he 15 not fit for the ordinary 


"48 , 


Offices of life, whey his Soul is upon the Wing, aud 


ready to take its flight into another World. Re- 
pentance includes more then can. be done in 
ſuch a dreadful Extremity ; it implies not only 
that part which many endeavour at that time to at, 


by meving all about them with"their Tears and Re- 


folutians, but an abſolute ' change in their whole 
Man. . Who can ſatisfie himſelf that bis beart is 


right towards God, hen be has not an «pportunity 


to try and examine his finicerity ? Can any Man 
be ſecure that if be ſhould live, that his Vices would 
not return with his Health, ſince "twas neceſſity, 


not choice, that drove bim to theſe new Reſoluti- 
ONS ; and if be cannot, what unanſwerable folly is 


) 


zt. to. def f what reaſon and every Man's Conſcience 


ſuggeſt ought preſently to be done; let us then nor 


trult fo uncertainty, ' but ſence God gives an op- 
by. tunity to be ba Py, 708 make - Our. | ſebves miſera- 
le; let us of off the Oid Man with his Deeds,and 
betake oyr ſelves to a newnels of life ; and to en- 


able. us. in this work, let us ſet our Faces towards 


the Alcar of God, for "tis there we are to recevve 


1s 
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}s bet we obliged our ſelves to at our Baptiſm, 
ad fine we have lived unworthy of the Firft Sa- 
crament, let us in Humiliation and Repentance 
wpproach the Second, that our fins may be blotted out, 
and we may be made meet to be partakers” of the 
inheritance of the Saints in Light ; and now if any 
ask what preparation 24 ought to make,” I anſwer : 
1 know of no other than what I have endewvonred 
10 perſwade, and what is neceſſary and reaſonable, 
even atyue Faith and Repentance ; ther: tbe Sa- 
crement is a Duty, is generally acknowledg d, yet 
through miſtakes there are abundance neglef# it. Our 
Seviour was very particular in this Order to his Diſ- 
ciples, and his Apoſtles devoutly preſs it in abt their 
Writings, and the Ancients received #t at an imeſti- 
mable Bleſſing. We are told, that unleſs we Eat 
Chriſt's Body, and drink his Blood, 'we have 
no: life in 'us, and" that this is to be dime by Bread 
and Wine in the Holy Communion, is what 
the Apoſtles and generality of Mankind down tothis 
ns ave believed. Chriſt, when he geve it them, 
fold them, it was his Body, and St. Pan} direfis 
our Behaviour, that we might not receive it © wn- 
worthily, but diſcern it as the Lord's Body,” and 
Therefore firſt, to Examine our ſelves, and then 
Eat of thar Bread, and Drink of that- Cup,wbat 
Then ſhould binder our approaches to this Holy*Ban- 
quet ; that we are wicked is no excuſe; for wh 
ere we nd otherwiſe; that we are affraid,becaule 
of our uriworthineſs; if there is no ofher' reaſon 

our fear, is no Excuſe, For ('tis not the fenſe 


uf our unworthineſs that ſhould hinder us, but our + 


reſolution, or qt ak pany to be otherwiſe, 
and that indeed will make us mnworthy for 4 
or, 


- will recaive their rewar 
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for, where ſhall we be waſhed, if not in this Furntain 
which is.opened for Sin and Uncleaneſs ? If none but 
ſuch as: are;pertett could approach this Holy Table, 
who-then would yemture to come near ? And what 
can we think of our Saviour," that could -propoſe- 4 
Snare to endanger our Ruin? No, it was ordain'd 


far ſuch as had a ſenſe of their Unworthineſs, and 


were ſenſible of their load, but deſired to be eaſed. of 
their heavy. burthen ; Well, but they who come 
totheSacramentare obliged to live ſtrifter lives 
than other-Men, and ſome areaffraid they can'c 
conform-to- an exaGtneſs of Converſyion. Why 
are they not as well affraid, that becauſe they don't 
lead ſuch-lives, that they ſhall be puniſhed, which 
would be an ergument to-put them upon that Tryal, 


and 2when.once they ſaw the pleaſantneſs of the paths 


of Righteoufneſs, they would endeavour to perſe- 


\ ere in thew.? Beſiaes, they are. not obliged, out to 
lead ſuchirves as isneteſſary to Salvation, and how 
dares any. Man that believes another World ds leſs? 


There.ss. danger indeed in unworthy Receiving, 
and therg is as great a danger in ſtaying away, 
bath of them are ares > of the Lord's Body,end 

3 in ſhort, whatever. our 
Scruples arethat hinder us from this Ordinance, tet 


.us with all ſpeed endeavour to remove them, for 


there is 0 excuſe for our. Abſcence, no any objes 
dHtion, but..what may eafily be an{wered, if we are 


ſincere in our inquiries; '115 the negle of this Sa- 
.: Crament that is the cauſe of our coldneſs in Religion, 
\and I can't. tell bow it. comes to paſs, that tho" the 
Church. and State requires all that. are at the Age 


of Sixteen ta communicate at leaſt three times in the 
Ker, that there is not one in a Tocujand wſcrue the 


we 07'= 


The. Preface. 


erder ;' there are a great many conſiderate perſons that 
never ſeem to haveadelire after it, till they come 
upon their Death-bed, and then are willing . to -bave 


it ts condutt them to Heaven. The Anciemt Church 

refuſed to Adminiſter to any that had not recerved.it . 

befare, and if the diſcipline was maintained, it. 

would make us more circumſpet# ; for a great many 

think if they can have the Miniſter to Pray Dy. 
'W 


chem, and give them. the Sacrament; al 


be well : But if they who refuſed it in their Health, 


were deny'd it upon their Death-bed, it would be 
a dreadful warning to others not to negle(# it, and 


thoſe Miniſters who venture now to Adminſeer it, 


t anſgreſs the Rubrick in this caſe; but "tis as in- 
diſcreet 'to truſt to This now, as to depend upon, a Re- 


. pentance, begun at ſuch a time which is hardly poſe 


ſible to be ſincere, and if not, they are loſt for ever ;; 
there-are the ſame Arguments ts. bring. Men to.the 
Sacrament, as there. are to perſwade them to anew- 
neſs of life, without bub we are not aſſured of Sal- 
vation, and he that pretends to lead a. life accord- 
ing to Gid's Holy Word,and yet refuſes to eat of the 
Bread which came down from Heaven, bow can he 
hope to be raiſed up at the laſt day? The. truth on't 
is, Men are not. willing to part with their 
Luſts, and as long as they are in that mind, they do. 
well to ſtay away, but do wery4ll to continue in ſuch 
a reſolution ; but what ſhall we ſay, if neither Px0- 
mile, or Threats, Rewards or Puniſhments, 


Heaven or Hell, illperſwade Men to forſake their 


fins, nothing will. ; however we muſt. never heaveary 
;z2 well doing, and 'tis our Duty ta exhort one ano- 
ther daily, which was the chief inducement of this, 
Advice to thoſe which rever. Receiv'd the Sa» 
| | Ccrament, 
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crament, and this I thought I cou'd mot do in a 
better manner than by ſhewing, Firſt, the unrea- 
ſonableneſs of Sin, and then, Secondly, the ne- 
- cefſity of Repentance ; to this end I have collett- 

ed a form of Devotion which may be uſeful in our 
Converſion,and when we are ſobappy as to be ſenſible 
of the ' folly of our ways, that we can ſet before us 
zhe difficulty of returning, and yet dare venture 
thro' ll hardſhips to attain Salvation. I thought 
it neceſſary to add ſome Arguments to oblige us 
to thar Duty, which is our intereſt to comply with, 
and which will ftrengthen our reſolutions in Piety ; 
'r0 theſe DireCions, I have collefied another forms 
of preparitory Devotions tobe nſed at any time efore 
we approich the Sacrament, and left it to the Rea» 
der's Diſcretion to uſe as much of it, and as often as. 
he pleaſes. That our behaviour in the Church 
might be anſwerable to the Solemmity, there is ap. 
poimted'a large Form of Devotion, and I have en- 
deawoured to range them in a ſuitable Order, that 
every Prayer having a particular relation to what 
we are then a doing, our Minds might be more mo- 
wed,” and our Souls thus aſcending with our Devo- 
tions,' 1ve may pray by the Spirit, and the under- 
fanding alſo. I'm wery willing to believe, that all 
who come to this Holy Table, endeavour to be as de- 
wout as they can, and 'tis peſſivle, fancy themſelves 
very _ they preſcribe their thoughts to that 
which is good in general,” and no doubt *tis very 
well if they have ſo much viftory over themſelves, as 
to curb their thoughts and deſires; but if by any other 
helps they can arrive yet farther, and not only when 
they enrer the Church, leave the thoughts of the 
rld behind, but can place ſuch as are ſuitable 
| in 
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in ther room, 'tis not" only their wertue, but duty 3 
we are toconſider that we are come to remembet Chriſt, 
and that all our Thcugbts ought to bend themſelyes to 
ſuch boly Meditations.; we ſbould as \inuch as poſ- 
f#le.pry into thefe Myſteries which rhe FF | 
gels defire'to look into, and thus by nt only ta- 

ing words with us when we enter the Houſe 
God, but direFiens for our Thoughts too, we might 
not be in danger to offer up the ſacrifice of Fools." To 
theſe Devotions in the Church TI have added 
ſome for. our behaviour at Home, for 'tis neceſſary to 
keep our affetions in a heat afterwards, as 
to kindle them before ; beſides, I had this de- 
fps init, to _—_ ſome} who by "their- praQtiſe 

on't ſeem to know any more, than that we are to 
be ſerious while we are about this Solemmity,” and 
as ſoon as "tis over, forget their Reſolutions ajid the 
Obligations they bave put upon themſehyes, by Eat- 
ing and Drinking before the Lord.” We tome 
there to recerve Grace to help up to perform our Re- 
ſolutions of amendment, as well as to receive pardon 
for our palt Offences, and unleſs we come with this 
efron, we can bave no Abſolution, and 1-would 
fa. Goa, that we all did approach this Table wwith 
ſuch-Reſolutions: In order.to it this ColleQion-of 


Devorians is humbly offer'd, and if it ſhall pleaſe 
God to make it an inſtrument, but to Convett one 
ſinner, or 44d a zeal tro any ſincere Chriſtian, \ it 
will abundantly recompence my trouble, and to God 


alone be the Praiſe, - 


i 
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ADVICE 
To thoſe who never Receiv'd the 


Dacrament, &c 


UR Saviour has propoſed 7wo 
Sacraments, as neceſlary rg 
Salvation, and the Church 

| of Erg/aud has taken care in 

hee Chatechiſm to inſtru thoſe bred in 
her Communion to perform both, accor« 
ding to the Command of her great Laws 
giver: So that as ſoon as we are taught | 
to Read, we may learn our Duty to 
God, our Neighbor, and our ſelves, and 
this for a very wiſe reaſon, that Relis 
gion may grow up with us, that we 
mayn't be to learn our Duty when we 
ſhould praCtiſe it. But 'tis the unhap*« 
pineſs of a great many People, char they 
could give a better account of their 

Faith when they were Children, than ac 

the Age of Diſcretion. They invert 

the Example of the Apoſtle, when they 
are become men, begin to take upoti 
| B them 


2 Advice to thoſe who never 


them the Childiſh things ; they think 


what was taught them in their Yourh 
was only fitting for Children to 
know, and don't become the ſtu- 
dy of their graver years, till their 
neglet brings them almonſt ro that 
neceſlity, of going to School to learn 
Wiſdom from Babes, and get under- 


ſtanding from them that have hardly . 


any knowledge; They have not only 
forgot what is required of them who 
'come to the Lord's Supper, bur are ig- 
norant of the meaning of it too. This 
is owing in great meaſure to the gene- 
ral negle&t of Religion; we live with- 


out concern, have no other Thoughts 


bur for the preſent, ſuffer our ſelves to 
be hurried on by our perverted Incli- 
nations, and are without God in the 
World. So miſerably do we expoſe 


our ſelves by folly, and inconfiderati- ' 


on that we neither think of our Condi- 
tion here nor hereafter ; and becauſe we 
are ſo Mad to live like Brutes, to fancy 
we ſhall periſh like them that have no 
Underftanding, but ler us not deceive 
our Souls, Religion is no Chimera, and 
Heaven is worth thinking on. For 
this end we came into the World; and 


what is ſo manifeſtly ovr Duty,ovght ro 
be 
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Keceiv'd the Sacrament; ; 
be che buſineſs of our lives. 7hey who 
have negletted, or are #znorant of it, 
ought to inform themſelves, and be tons 
winced of their Sin and \Diſobedience. 
No man ought to chink himſelf tooOld, 
or Wiſe, to be inſtructed; eſpecially in 
Religion we may always be improving, 
and when intereſt joins wich our Dury 
ic ſhould be no hard matter to pers 
{wade us into a compliance. There are 
very few but are pertwaded in them» 
ſelves of the reaſonableneſs of Religion, 
and intend at one time or other to be» 
come Religious; they hope they ſhall 
live to a good Old Age, and then grow 
weary of the World, and its Viecs to- 
gether; but can they think when they 
arc fir for nothing elle, they are capa» 
ble to do God good Service : So unret> 
ſonable are fome Mens cxpectations, 
though they come in at the lait hovr, 
and arc palt their labor too, yer hwp2 
to ſtand upon the ſame Terms witia 
thoſe rhar have born rhe hear of tie 
day, and think God a hard Maitcr, it 
he ſhould diſcount for their !dlenet3. 
Though they can't complain with the 
Servant in the Golpe!, thar God reaj» 
where he docs not ſow, for they tzculy 
confeſs 'ris in their own power iQ its 
B 2 prove 


- 


4 Advice to thoſe who never 


prove their Talent, but are unwilling 
God ſhould have roo much intereſt : 
They are ſenſible their time is given 
them to work our their Salvation, bur 
ſuppoſe a ſmall part will ſuffice for that, 
therefore reſerve it for the laſt thing, 
that at leaſt they may conclude well; but 
if the night ſhould come on before they 
have finiſhed, they mult not be angry at 
that diſmal ſurpriſe; they knew their 
Maſter's will, and muſt ſubmit to be 


puniſh'd for their negle& with weeping 


and gnaſhing of Teeth. 

We all have an inclination to be 
Happy, and accordingly perſuc what- 
ever we think leads ro Satisfaction ; 
the only Unhappinels is,. we are apt 
ro be miſtaken, and place our Felicity 
in things which profit nothing ; we na- 
rurally adhere to a ſenſible good, fancy 
that Religion ties us up from thole 
Delights, and therefore deſire to be ex- 
c:i{ed, and left ro our ewn Enjoy ments. 
There is little hopes of Mens growing 
witer, till they arc better reconciled 
to Religion; 'tis the Devil's ſubtilry ro 
repreſent its Precepts impratticable, 
and in fo looſe an Ape, when Men 
give themſelves up to Eaſe and Luxu- 
ry. Nothing appcars fo terrible as the 


taking 
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raking up the Crols, bur it Men could 
be perſwaded to ſuſpend their Opini- 
on, till they become capable of giving 
julgment, we might hope to ſee no- 
thing bear ſo great a Character, as the 
Beauties of Religion : We are required 
to deny our ſelves nothing thar is fic 
for wiſe Men to do, and are generally 
ſo fond of that Epithet, itsawonder we 
don't endeavour to deſzrve it. None 
ſo really can lay claim to it, as they 
who have the fear of God before rheir 
E;c;; for the fear of the Lord, that is, 
Wiſdom, and to depart from Evil, Us- 
derſtanding. They have the preateſt 
ſhare of Knowledge, whoie converſa- 
tion is in Heaven, and ſtudy in the Goſ- 
pel of Chriſt: There we learn thoſe 
wondrous Truths which puts Philcfſo- 
phy to a ſtand, and renders the Wiſ- 
dom of this World fooliſhneſs. There 
we may learn what God has done for 
us, ane! what we ought to do for our 
ſelves, could we be to happy as to be 
govern'd by our Reaſon, to let our 
thoughts have there proper place, we 
thould in a little time perceive that 
we were not ſent hither to gaze abour 
us, that we have immortal Souls to be 
taken care of, that the greateſt Age is 

| B 3 bur 
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but a few days, and all the Pleaſures 
of this World momentary and deeeit- 
ful, that if we all could rejoice in the 
days of our Youth, yet we muſt be 
brought to Judgment ; could we but 
think of theſe things, we ſhould find 
enough to do, ro ſecure our intereſt in 
Heaven, and may eonveniently dif- 

ence with the Vanities of this World ; 
hoe beſides the evil of them, they take 
us oft of the contemplation of much ber- 
zer things. He that has God and E- 
zernity upon his Mind, has infinite va- 
ricty to employ his Thoughts. The 
moſt exquiſite Wits have ſubject for 
their Fancies, and the ignorant maybe 
improving in true Wiſdom. 

'Tis our / misfortune ro fuffer the 
tove of this World to prevail upon us, 
and tz}] we have ſomething more love- 
ly ro remove our Aﬀections, can't eaſi- 
Y give a Bill of Divorce. Our Paſ- 
tons are ſtrong, and when we haye 
habituated our felves to the love of a- 
ny one thing, can't quickly put a 


_ curb to our deſires; we talk of Hea- 


ven but at a diſtance, think it ſfuffici« 
ent to take up with thoſe pleaſures, 
when we can enjoy theſe no longer we 
are ſure of the preſent, and haye a 
mt- 
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miſtruſt either that the future will. not 
come, or that they are not worth the 
exchange, that we ſhould deny our 
ſelves a familliar ſatisfaction for un- 
certain expectations. *Tis from ſuch 
reaſons we are deluded, and though we 
dare not ſpeak out, are ſuch fools as 
to miſtruſt in our hearts the truth of 
theſe things. In ſhort, cis the want 
of Faith, we are not fully convinced 
of the exiſtence of a Deity, or. that 
there is a Providence in the World. 
This procceds from the want of conſli- 
deration, we dont allow our ſelves 
time to think, but take it upon truſt, 
we don't endeayour to reconcile it to 
ourReaſon,and having no conviction in 
our minds grow indifterent, at laſt come 
to that degree of wickedneſs as to caſt 
oft all thoughts of God and Religion. 
This is certainly the Caſe of too nia- 
ny : And even among thoſe who are 
more fully perſuaded of rhelc things ; 
that believe there is a God, and » Jos 
mcnr to come, we find a prodigious 
Neglect ; and have nothing but their 
Words, to incline us to believe they 
cyer heard of the Chriſtian Religion. In- 
deed, they come to Church once a 
a Week, hcar Jeſus Chriſt preach'd, and 
| B 4 that 
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that they muſt depend npon his Merits 
to be ſaved. This they are willing to be- 
lieve,if God will accept them upon that 
Condition ; for they do not care to be 
concern'd in the, Working out their Sat: 
vation ; but are free to tet our Saviour 
have the Honour of Conducting them 
ro Heaven, if they may be cxempt from 


the Severity of Fear and Trembling : ' 


They can heartily believe any thing 
that favours their Intereſt, and are ve- 
xy defirous of petting into Paradiſe by 
Faith, if God will excufe them from 
Geod Works. But this we muſt nor bc- 
lieve ; for we are as certain as there is 
a God, that »o wnrighteous Man ſhal! ſee 
bis Face ; nor any Man, without Re-« 
pentance, and a true Faith in Jeſus Chrift. 
Except we repent, we ſhall all likewiſe pe- 
riſh: And unleſs we believe. that Jeſus is 
the Chriſt, ſhall be damned, True Re: 
pentance is a hearty Sorrow for Sin paſt, 


and a 1ſcrious Reſolution to amend our F 


Lives for the furure. True Faith will be 
ſhewn by our Works ; for if we believe in 
him, we ſhall keep his Commandments. 
We cannot think that God made us for 
nothing ; and was ar the Expence of fo 
Treat a Miracle, only to furniſh witty 
Mn with Matter for a ſtrange Story. 
= My There 
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There muſt be ſomething more in Sin, 
than we imagine ; and the Provocations 
of the Wicked muſt be exceeding abo- 
minable) Ir muſt be of a prodigious 
Nature, that could ſo incenſe a merci- 
ful God, that nothing leſs than the Sa- 
crifice of his Son could expiate. Can we 
think the Work of our Redemption of fo 
little value, that ir is nor to be conſi- 
dered Oh! ter the Conſideration of 
this move us to be gratcful ro the ex« 
ceeding Love of Chrijt : Let us glorifie 
God in our Lives ; and let nor the Price 
of his Blood be utterly loſt : Let the 
Time paſt of our Lives ſuffice for the 
Works of Tniquity ; and ler us. break off 
our Sins Ly Repentance, and tura to the 
Lord our God, To which End, lect us 
call our ſelves to a fevere Account, and 
examine the Errour of our Ways ; ler 
us humble our: ſelves in Faſting and 
Prayer, beg Pardon for our Offences, 
and Strength to withſtand rhe Aſlaulrs 
of the Devil, and our Inclina:ions ; for 


(rill we are thus purified, we expett the 


Grace of God in vain, Chriſt will not 
come into a filthy Habitation ; and while 
our Bodies are unclean, the /7oly Ghoſt 
will not erect his Temple there. How 
neceſſary is it then to b:gin our Repe. « 
IHiiCE 
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tance ſpeedily ; to day, while it is called 
ro day, leſt any of us be hardex'd through 
the Deceitfulneſs of Sin > Sin is very 
bewitching ; and when it has got the 


Maſtery, is not calily reſiſted. Habits 


require a grear deal of Pains to un- 
learn ; eſpecially, when they are ſuch 
as cauſe us not only to take pleaſure in 
tryem our ſelves, but delight in thoſe 
who do the ſame thing : They are then 
become mighty Da{lia's, dearcr to us 
than our Eyes or Limbs ; we can much 
rather part with either than our Luſts : 


Of ſuch mighty force are they, that we - 


not only looſe our Strength, but Reaſon ; 
and are led Captives whereſocver they 
will. A Man thus overcome, is miſe- 
rable indeed ; for he is not only under 
the Power of the Devil, and his own 
unruly Luſts ; but has God for his Enc- 
my : And where can he then flee for 
Succour 2 How dreadfully muſt his 
Soul be ſhaken, when his Conſcience 
begins to fuggeſt all things are not-well 
within, that rhere is a Neceſlity of a 
ſpcedy Alteration ; that his Impieties 
are daring, and grown to ſuch a heighth 
45 cannot be thought on without Hor- 
rour and Confuſion ; when he can nei- 
cher put oft theſe RefleAtions, or _ 
enc 
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the Trial of the Proſpet ! The firſt 
Sight renders him monſtrous ; and the 
Continuance, exceeding frightful ! Ir 
caſts him into a thoughtleſs, yer ama- 
zing Condition, and leaves him under 
the Preflure of a wounded Spirit! Such 
are generally rhe Conflifts of thoſe that 
have ſubmitted ro the Yoke of Satan, 
when they firſt come to themſelves : 
And no Man that believ'd rhe Torture 
of this Condition, would put him- 
ſelf under fo dreadful a Neceſlity. 
Alas! theſe are but the Beginning of 
Sorrows ; there js Eternity behind, and 
Hell, the Habitation of the Wicked jor 
ever, unleſs this Senſe of Sin drives us 
ro Repentance and Reformation. But 'tis 
uncertain whether we ſhall come thus to 
our ſelves, till Death overtake us ; or, 
ſince we reſoly'd to fin trill we could 
{in no longer, whether there will be 
Place found for our Tears. Therefore 
let every Man call his Ways to remem- 
brance : But they who are thus enſlay'd 
in Sin, let them make haſte to deliver 
themfelves from the Wrath to come ;; 
their Caſc js very dangerous, they ſecm 
to be deſtin'd to Deſtruction ; for they 
have ſo long fuffer'd their Luſts to have 
Dominion over them, that thry know 
nv 


x2 Advice to thofe who never 


not how to frce themſelves from this 
Tyranny of Sin. But bleſſed be God, 
who has provided a Lamb for the Sacri- 
fice, there is yet a Way for our Redem- 
þtion; God has not wholly left us with- 
out Help in this World. Though zhe 
Prayers of the Wicked are an AbomNa« 
tion, yet thoſe of the Penitent are not 
fo. If we are ſo happy as to ſtop in 
this Career, have but ſo much Reſoly- 
tion to begin a Reformation, God is ſo 
merciful as to add his Grace to help us 


forward to Repentance : Bur 'tis only 


when God ſees us ſet abour it in earneſt, 


for he knows our Hearts and Thoughts ' 


long before. 
Therefore let us embrace the firſt 


Thoughts of Repentaxce, and carry them - 


.on to a ſincere Reformation : Let us re- 


tire from the World, and humble our. 


felves in Faſtirg ; and this not once or 
twice, but cften ; for we have need to 


cry mightily to God, Day and Night, to , 
be redcem'd from this worſe than Fgy- : 


ptian Boudage. On the Day of our A+ 
miliation, that the Miſery of our Con« 
dition may oblige us to the greater Pe» 
zitexcs, ict us firſt conſider the Odioufl- 
neſs of Sin, that we may learn to deteſt 


it; the Aggravyation of it, by being. 
COrmv. 
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committed frequently, preſumpruouſly, 
and againſt Knowledge ; that we may 
abhor our ſelves for our Folly and [ngra- 
titude, Then ler us reflect upon the 
Number of them ; which being infi- 
nite, -ought to lay us in the Duſt, and 
confeſs our ſelves to be worſe than no- 
thing. 

Refletons of a true Pentent upon his 
firſ# Conmiftion, 


2. God! to what an amazing,and mi- 


ſerable Condition have I brought 
* my 1elf! Iſtand expoſed to thy Severeſ/# 
* Jadgment here; and am liable to thy 


- *© Tndignation hereafter, I know, I am 


*not in a State of Salvation, and yet can't 
* lament my Miſery. I ama Sinner, and 
"reflect upon the evil Conſequence of 
Sin; yet am neither 7errified, or Sor- 
*rowfull, What a heap of ContradiQtion 
*and Wickedneſs am I made up of, thar 
* believe the Pleaſures of thy Law, and 
*yet depart from thy Commandments ; 
* that fear the Ju/tic2 of thy Anger, and 
*yet can't be perſwaded to forſake the 
* Evil of my Ways. Thus miſerable, O 
*God, do I b:hold my f{clf; bur thou 

* feeſt 
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*ſceſt, that I am infinitly more vile than 
"I can imagine ; Though my Crimes ap- 
* pear to me beyond my expreſſion, and 
*my Heart thus condemns me, 7ho# art 
« greater than my Feart, and knoweſt all 
things. Thou knoweſt how often cach 
« Sin has been repeated, and the vileneſs 
*of that Sin;'and how much morc 
* heinous , by the habitual Repetition, 
# when my Depraved Nature will neither 
t [et me know the Baſeneſs of the one, ' or 
*rhe /ngratitude of the other. I am in- 
t ſenſible how much thou art offended by 

--.. *one Sin, and am forgetfull how often 

* - i, a. have repeated that Offence.,pnd can 

E. = #&0nly tell that Sin in me is above meaſure 


go 
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- 

= 

* 

\F I nd 
l me » 
| SR of : pt” 


Ws. 3 g 

. ” . ”% 

»*' " - £ - 
. . 


« longer. Thou ſeeſt rhar 1 am Ground : Vie 


ed::.1* 


* .% 
©. 

. \ 
s Y; 


5 6 _ 57 #2 AS A TR 


Receiv'd the Sacrament. T 


* edin Wickedneſs, that evil is continually 
* with me, that if thou ſhou'd(t forgive, 
*T ſhall revolt again, and wherefore 
* ſhoudſt thou withhold thine Hand. 
* O my God, I have nothing to offer to 
* put a Stop to thy Yindidtive Fuſtice ; but 


 *confeſs, I deſerve Eternal Damnation : 
- *But who can be content to dwell in 


* Everlaſting Burnings ? Is there then no 
*Way to eſcape thy Yengeance 2 Wilt thou 
* be angry for ever? Yes, O God; un- 
* leſs I repent, thou wilt bring me to worſe 
*than nothing ; for thou wilt condemn 
* me to Frernal Torment, How can I re- 


_ *pent, ynleſs thou change my Nature, 


*and giye me a Heart to be ſorry, and 
* abhor the Evil of my Ways 2 But why 


. * ſhould I expe *+rhis Mercy, that have 
 *abus'd all others. I can't look up to 


"thee with any Confidence, to beg thee 
"to have Patience with me; for my 
' Prayers muſt be an Abomination, and 
* my Devotions no way pleaſing in thy 
"Sight : Oh! the Miſery thar I have 
*brought my ſelf into, God has with- 
* drawn himſelf, and taken his Holy Spi- 
*rit from me; there remains only, that 
"I be reſery'd againſt the Revelation of 
*that Day, in which the Rzghteous Fudg- 
"ments of God will appear, to condemn 

me 
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* me, and all ſuch ungrateful Souls, to the | 
* Torments of Hell, Righteous art thou, Q : 
*Lord; and in the midſt of Flames will 
*I confeſs thy Juſtice. Fear is come up- 
*on me ; od thy Fudgment is the ſeverer,. 
* in that I am not ſenſible of the Darger.” 
*Wilt thou laugh at this my Calamis : 
*7y? And ſhall not mine Eyes be open, ; _ 
*rill the Flames of Hel terrifie them ? | 
*Wilt thou ſuffer me thus to ſink : 
© down into Torment ; and deſpiſe the 
© Groans of a Soul in an Abyſs of Miſery 2 | 
* Oh, I cou'd be content to yield to thy 
« ſeyereſt Inflictions here, if I cou'd be $ 
*brought to the favour of God : Bur I; 
F dare not ask of Thee to corre&t me; 
« leaſt thou do it in Judgment ; and yet W; 
« I dread thy Rod that it will come, and Þ 
« how can | bear to fall into the Hands 
« of the Living God, Who can deliver me #1 
« from thy Power, Oh, thou Ommnipotent | k 
* God > What can I do when Miſery thus }* 
* 2bounds, and cach Refletion preſents } = <; 
* Damnation to my view ?. Surely, if I F +; 
* was truly affeted with my Condition; | -+ 4 
*it would work upon my Spirit, and} *«:; 
* when my Soul was ſenſible of Sin, and þ *; 
* how bitter a thing ir is to depart from; | +} 
* God, it would cauſe ſuch Relentings. | ;y 
*and 7; remblings, ſuch Centrition and Hus | -« 
| * miliationg. 
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he 7... miliation, 'as bezomes fl Soul loaded 
O | +* with my: Ci#met."Oh, that my Conſci- 
il © ence wou'driſe up againſt me; Her call 
Þ- ' * meto the ſtrifteſt Actount, that my 
er,.. :*-Soul was-wounded within me. "Thar [ 


er.” *had the fear of an ingry God'dfc 
ws | ' imprinted upon my Soul ; Oligzthar 
N,, _*:['was a ſorrowful Simmer. Oli he 
N ? I could grieve as never Man grity'd; 
Mk | .*bur alas; 'tis not” in my owes lus 
he -*®to afflict my ſelf, and what would: it 
 * avail me if I could wrack my Sord, 
;. * and pur my Nature into terrible Coy 
*- * ficts, Can the Sighs arid Groans , 


1 * and torturing Convulfions of ſuch a 
ic; Fi + Sinner, move Compaſſion in the Mr/# 
et. F 'N:/igh; will not God be Deaf to my 
nd | Complaint , and regardleſs of my 
ds $ *. Cries 2 Is there then no Help, and 
ne #; <a I periſh for Ever, wherefore ha/? 
mt - F 'thou made all Men for Naught ? Why 


us ret did thy Exubarant love expreſs it ſeif 
ITS 4 - os lofi. Mankind by ſuch a woundrous 
IF + *Ahacle? Why diſt chou empty thy © 
nj *ſeif, and come down among us, become 
nd'] © Poor, etidure Hardſhip, Cold and Hi - 
id | *per, and run through 4 Sea of B/: rd : 

m'f *©Bur to attone thoſe Crimes, from 
g8.1 *\which Men nor Angels were able to 


us et us Free, to afford us chat- Merey 
1s EKESS + * which 
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* which the juſtice of: God.would not 
* allow of.. Oh, my God, haſt thou 


* ſevere with me who have moſt need 

* of the ſatisfaction of my Sawour which ; 
was offcr'd for a Sinful World. T am 
inexpreſlibly Miſerable, and want tov 
be ſenſible of my Condition, and will 


of God came on purpoſe.to do. Can 
my. S$7#s come near the dimenſions of 


*T am as great a Sinner as a mortal ; 


* Diſtreſs. I confeſs I'm not a penitcnt 
*Sinxer, but thou canſt make me one; 
* and though I want an: humble:-and 
* centrite Spirit, yet thou canſt. eng- 
% *ble:me to offer up a Sacrifice that thou 


* wilt not Deſpiſc. Oh, my abuſed 


' * deed cenſure the Approach, bur 'ris 
* tay Love, thy Mercy, and my own Un» 
* worthineſs which drives me to thee; 
* thou knoweſt I'm more unworthy--. 


Croſs « 


'# 

- 
8 - 
— 


* only excepted me, wilt thou be fo * 


© infinite Mercy. refuſe what the love 


* thy Mercy? I own to-my Confuſion, , 
* Man can-be; but 'tis neither beyond : 


* thy Power, nor unſual ro thy Mercy 
* to relieve ſuch a matchieſs Object of | 


* Jeſus, 1 fly to thee, thou mayſt in» | 


| 


* then I think my ſelf, but was I yer:} 


| 


* worſe, I firmly believe thy Blogd can 
* cicante me, and that the merit cf thy: 


| 
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t Croſs and Paſſion can cover my imper> 
* feftions. Oh, Holy Spirit of Ged, in> 
* ſpire me with the humbleſt Soul and 
« devouteſt AﬀeQions, that T may ap« 
« ply my ſelf to the Father of Mercies, 
5 and be made a fic Objedt for the God 
© of comfort to relieve. O. God the 
Father, O God the Son, O God the Holy 
Ghoſt ; O Bleſſed. Trinity have mercy up* 
on me; a miſerable Sinner. 


We may reaſonably ſuppoſe that a Man 
who has devorcd himſelf to Wickedneſs, 
at the unburtkening his Coxſcience; 
muſt entertain ſome fuch thoughts as 


{ theſe. *Tis natural he ſhould he devi- 


ded betwixt Zope and Fear ; the more 


+ he is ſenſible of his S3#5; the greater 


his Aſtoniſhment. His Humiliation and 


' mean Opinion of himſelf can't be two 
| Tevere, if he keeps from D2ſpazre; for 
: after all; we can neither ſufficiently 
| know thi evil of Si», rior lament for 
| committing it. The more we conſider, 
' the greater will be out Averſiorn, and 


when we have atriv'd to ſuch a ſeale 
of Sin, as will beget in us a hatrect ro 
it, we may with more ſecurity promiſe 
an -Amendment. But before we pro» 
eecd to.thar, let us by che help of ſome 
Eft Cz Ca» 
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Catalogue, of. Sin examine'our Condit: | 
on. more fully, for the Heart is deceit. 


 , ful, and the Memory willing ro forget 


what it is affraid ro conſider. Havinp | 
laid before us ſuch a Scheme, ler us then ! 
beg of God to enableyus in this work, : 
that we main't deceive our Souls. Let! 
us upon our Knees conſider that we are; 
now to Examine our ſelves of thoſe 
things which we are to Anſwer at .the 
Day of Judgment, if we don't Confeſs 
and Repent ſhall be miſerable for ever, | 
and that 'tis much better that we con-| 
demn our ſelyes, than leave it to the 
Tribunal of a juſt God; therefore be- 
lieving we are in the preſence of God, 
as we certainly are at all times, but 
God is more eſpecially preſent, when 
we are upon Religious Duties; let us| 


OT 


ſay. ——— ——_—_——— 
Oh, my God! hear the Voice of my} - 


humble Petition now I cry unto thee, | 
and lift up my Hands to thy mercy Seat. 
Behold, Lord, now I am about to ſearch 

into my own Heart, but alaſs, my! 


Hearr is Deceirful and deſperarely Wick-* 


ed, how can I know it 2 Thou there- 
force that ſearcheſt the Heart and trieſ| 
the Reins, diſcover to me all the ewl' 
and deceits of my own Hoart, thatÞ 

may} 
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may Confeſs, Beivail and forſakc 
them, and obtain mercy. Lord hear 
me, Lord help. me, for the merits of Je- 
ſus my Saviour, Amen. . © 
0h; my Sol) Thou art now in the 
preſence of the Great Judge of Heaven 
and Earth, before whoſe dreadful '7r7- 
binal thou mult certainly appear at the 
day of Judgment, to give a ſtrict Ac- 
count of all thy:Actions, of every idle" 
Ward,: and every evil 7hought, and thy 
own Conſcience.,will then be thitie Ac- 
cyfer. | | 3 2B3445 8 
Think, Oy: Soz/, think if thou 
canſt; what unmaginable: Horrors will 
ſeize an impcaitent Simmer, when the 
laſt 7ramp calls -him out. of his. Grave, 
and Devils begin to drag him to God's 


If xr Seat What wou'd ſuch a 
:Wretch give to: purchaſe ohe ſuch op- 

'Pottunity of-. Repentance, as: God: now. 
! in.'great mercy [gives thee z:.3f. ever * 
*} thow hopeſt to eſcape thoſe: Horrors, . 


O my Soul, make'thy Peace with God, 


| judge thy ſelf here, leaſt thou-be Con--' 


demned hereafter. _ _ 3 
Let us now proceed 'to ask our ſelves 


| whether we are Guilty or not; when we : 
| find our lejyes Guilty, let us fer. it © 


__ . 


down upon a*Paper, and ſay. 
WO. 7 "1 Lord 
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| Lord bave Mercy on me, and forgive | 


we this fin. 
Ta thoſe we have not confented, let 
us humbly praiſe God, and ſay. 


reliſt it to my lives end. 


After we have ranſlak'd our Breaſt, + 


| 
| [ 

Glory be to thee, O Lord, for pre | 
ſerving me from this Sin. O continue |! 
thy Goodneſs, and give me Grace to | 


4 


and laid before us the difmal ſcene of. # 


our Folly, we ſhall certainly be moved | 


at our 7 ranfareſſions, and our Repentaxce' | 


will be uſher'd in with Sighs an Groans, ; 


to teſtifie our Abhorrence, or Tears ito 


ſhow our Trouble. Tx-is poſſible with: 
doth rogether,and when God ſees vs thus 


Relenting and Trembling , Weeping and 


Bluſhing for our Offemes; he may be' 


moved through the interceſſion of our 


Saviour, to hear our humble Petitions, 


for ſuch a_ Sacrifice he is pleaſed with, 


and a Heart thus broken God wil! nor diſe” 


iſe.” Therefore let us now humble our 
{elves and with all pofſible Pexitence,con- 


Ah. 4 
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fels-our {clves to. God in the following | 


L 


form. 


Righteoufheſs, 0 Zord, belongs unto. | 


thee, but unto me confuſion of Fate, 
the: Yaineft, the Yileſt 
all the Children of Men,. '* 


, the ſinfulleſt of-| 
Lord, | 


"_— —_ —m” wewaye” =P o 


Rerefv'd the Sacraindnt, 2; 
| Lord, 1 am viſe in my own Eyes, 
and deſire to be more vile, becauſe my 
ſins have made | me vile in thine. 

"Tam nor' worthy of the 4ir'] breath, 
of: the Parth T tread upon, or the Sur 
that ſhines-- port” -me; much lefs wor- 

th ''to lift up 'Hands or Eyes to Hea- 

- for thou haſt ſaid that no unclean 
thing ſhall come within thy ſight, how 
then ſhall T appear who am fo -miſera- 
dly defil'd > 

If rhe Man, aoboeding« to'thine own 
Heatr, cou'd fay that he was a Worm, 
and no Man, Zord what am'/> 

If Abraham, who had the Honour to 
be called thy Friend, cou'd fay that he 
was but Duft and Aﬀtis, O God, what 
am Jo . 

O my God, thou "maidft me of no- 
thing ; and thou ſeeſt hoiv I have ſpoil- 
ed this Work of thine : I have 'made my. 
If worſe than"nothing, - for I'am gill 
m my Sins, and know norwhat to do, 
but this I will'do.-* I | 
-o1 will confefs my Wickelhiſe, id be 
forry for my $7zs.- + will pour out my 
Prayers in the birtgrneſs'ofm Spirit 5; 
and therefore now Lord ca}l'mySins to 
my Remembrance; and wher thou haſt 
ſo done, bl6t theni out O hs — 
brance, and Pardon me, - O' 


24 Advice to tholt who never | 


+ +. ++ + 


FO infinitely worſe o miſergele pgomble | 
5 Go Almighs 


- 


ty, thou art of purer eyes than to bes, 


hold iniquity, with the laſt approþa- 
tion, the way of. the wicked andthe 
ſacrifice of the wicked is an: 4homina> 
tion unto thee: Wo is me then, O Lord, 
Wo is me, for I have: inclined unto Wicks 
edneſs, but: for. the fake of ahy well. 
beloved Soy, caſt not out my prayer,nor 
turn thy. mercy.fram me. -.. -+ | 

. Miſerable wretch that I am, I have 
gone aſlxay, from the yery. Womb, I was 
thapen.in Wickedveſs, and -in Sin. did 
my Mother. Concetve 2we, Who .can 
bring a clean thing out.of an unclean, 
What, .is -Man: then, Q .God, that he 
ſhould, be Clear, or; he that. is born of 
a Woman, that he ſhould be Righteous 2 
Thau, T-ax04, puareeſl go truſt in; thy. 


Saints, The, Heavens are, nor clean in. 


thy fi te, and. che Very. els. thow:- 
chrgelt with folly. . Am How, 


"7 __ _ 
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Beceiv'd the Sacrament. 25 


- How much more abominable than 
am I, who daily: drink iniquity like 
Water. Lord. Pity, cleanſe, forgive 
and fave me, for thy mercies ſake. I 
know, O God, that in my fleſh dwell- 
eth no-good thing, for when I would 
do Good, Ewil-is preſent with me, and 
Hee a Law in my Members warring. a- 
gainſt the Law. of my Mind, bringing 
me into Captivity to the Law of Sin : 
Lord have mercy on me, and deliver re 
from this body of Death, from this ry- 
ranny:of Sin. 

Alaſs, my whole Nature is corrupt; 
infinitely prone to all ZT/, and ayerſe 
to all that is Good; my Underſtandin 
is full of Ignorance; and error, my: wi 
perverſe, my MEROry tenacious of all 
things that may pollute me, bur: for- 
getful of my. Duty ; my Paſſions are in- 
ordinate, my. Senſes. the inlets to all 
impurity ; . I haxe: abuſed all my facyl- 
tics, : and ar unclegn; unclean. 

Lord pity, cleanſe, forgive, and fare 
me, for thy mercies ſake. - 

. 0.Lord God, how have I through my 
whole life violated the ſollemn Vow I 
made to thee at Rapziſm, by eagerly 
perluing the Vanitics of this Wicked 
Forld; by carly yeildingto the Temp- 
Polo, tation 


——— — 
— _ —_ - 


—— 
— — 


IAA —* 5 BM end: ans ae et - - %. | Ao xa Ole GO - 6c nab Ade 5.4 


265 Adviet to thoke whs-never © 
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ration of the Devil, by greedily indul. 
ping my-own carnat Deſires and _. 
y a fruitleſs and dead faith, and' 
diſobedience to th y holy Will and Com. 
mandments. 
- Father, 1 have Sin'd aggiinſt, Heaven, 


and in thy fight, and am no more wor ' 


thy_to'be called thy: Sor; Þ have Sinfd, 
O Lord God, 1 have Sin d againſt,” Thee. 


By, Sc. 


:  againſt-Gpd, and' then adtl, 
O Jeſu, Lamb of God, Son of the Fa- 
ther, ler thy Blood cleanſe me: from 
thefe ſins':. O picy, forgive, and ſave 
me-for thy mercics fake. 
'/ have: ſin'd, O'Lord*'Gad, ] tithe 
fin'd againſt ched,: #hd *my own: Tet. | 
NY, &c. 
b. Here confe f your fas axainf Jour 
' Self, and then ada,” 
. Oelu, Lamb'sf God: We et 
| have ſin'd, O' Lord” God; T haye 
fin'd againſt thee, and* 6-4 N cighbor. 
Are onſet # 
Here confeſs Fur again r 
Nat? ns ww 2; ng 
-O Tefu, Lamb of God, &:. © * 


[ Flere — your confeſ ton of Sins; | 


+ O'Lord God, my wickedneſs is ex- 


cceding great, and my iniquicges are ins: 
finite 
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' cies do away my Offences. * 


| piton ſor 'me. Lec tibr thy Juſtice and 


Reeeiv'd the Hicrament.8o o |q 27 
finite; zhey are more in number than 
the hairs of my head, and my heart 
would fail me, but that 1 know thy 
mercies are greater than my fins. Have 
mercy upon me therefore, O God, ac- 
cording te the multitude- of thy mer- 


Who, alas, can-tef how oft he Of- 
fends? Oh, cleanſe thou me from my 
ſecret faults; from all my fins of /gne- 
raxce, or Infirmity, os Omiſſion, or which 
I-have not obfervee, -6r which I have 
forgot, Lord; lay none of them to-my 
charge: Father, forgive me; Lord Jeſus 
lave- mercy” upon- me. O remember. 
not-the ſins and offences of niy Youth, *, 
but receive me, © Heavenly Father, in- 
to: the Arms of thy” Fartherly compaſli, 
on, and forgive me all my Tranſgreſit« 
ons: for the-merits of Jefus, thy Son, 
and my Saviour; Amen, oy 

"O Lord God of Mercy and Pardon, 
give me -2 juſt remembrance and fad 
apprehenſion of my fins ; reach me to, 
bewail them wirh' as great indignation 
and” bitrernefs, as'I have commitred ' 
them with complacency and delight : 
Let my Prayer and Confeſſion come into 
thy iprcſerice, and 'obeiin micrcy and 


Severity 


23 Advice to thafe whenever 


Severity ſo: remember my ſins -2as-ito, 
forget thy own mercy, and- though I 
deſerve to be condemned, yet thou 


canſt: not loic that, glorious: attribute: 
whence flows comfort. to us, and hapes: 


of being ſaved. Spate me therefore, O 


merciful God ; for to give pardon to, 


a ſinner that. confeſſes his faults, and 
begs remiſſion, is not impoſſible ro- thy 


Power, nor diſproportionate to thy Juy: 
ſtice, nor. unuſual to thy mercy. Blel-. 


ſed Jeſu, acknowledge in ime whatſoe- 
ver is thinc ; cleanſe: me ifrom whatſo- 


ever is'amiſs : Have pitty. on. me, naw 


in the time of mercy, and condemn.me, 


not when thou comeſt ro judgment; for 
what-profit is there ih my-Blood. Thou . 
delighteſt, not in the death of a Sinner, - 


but in;his Converſion-. is-joy in Hear 


ven; and-when thou haſt delivered me- 


from my ſins, and .ſaved:-my Soul, I 
thall: praiſe. and -magnifie thy Name to 


all Eternity, O Jeſs, God be merciful te: 


me a miſerable Sinner, *- 


.O:Lord, who art the God that hear- 


eſt prayers, and alone. has power final- 


ly to.forgiys ſin, I: bcſeech-rhe merci-. 
tully.-hcar,,and. graciouſly auſwer theſe, - 
my Petitions for, pardon. I-am a fin-: 
ner, aad deſerye puniſhment, but, Q - 


Lord, 
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Keceiv'd the Sacrament. 29 
Lord, remove my guilt, and ſpare me, 
who do now confeſs with ſhame and 
ſorrow, my ſins unto thee, that I whoſe 
Conſcience by fin is accuſed fo juſtly 
now before thee, by thy merciful par- 
don may be abſolved from my Guilt, 


for the ſake and through the merits. of 
\ Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


By thine Agony and bloody Sweat, by thy 
C roſs and P aſſion, by thy Jo Death 
and Burial, Good Lord deliver. 


O Lamb of God that takeſt away 
the Sins of the World, Zave mercy 
upon 

0 Chriſt hear me, 

Lord have mercy upon me, 
Chrif have, &c. 

Lord, have mercy, &c. 


Our Father which art, &c. 
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| CTY. = i 
= molt gracious God, whoout of 
x thy boundleſs Compaſſion to 
* thy Creatures, art never wanting in 
* any ancans that may draw them to 
* thy felf. I the unworthieſt of thy 
* Servants, deſire to give Glory to thee 
I +* in a hearty acknowledgement, that 
+: , + + thau haft afforded me all the methods 
LEE ._ ©-xhat might cither focce;or , allure nie 
*:t0-- Obedience; bur I have reſiſted 
as SA. goodneſs of thine which ſhould 
T4  FRave lead me to Repentance : Thy 
Fg *Ae. boar lion has been affronted by my 
[Fe IEA wr ance in ſin, 'and, thy forbear- 
55) gee only ſerv'd to harden me-in Ini- 
7 REL, * quity. T have lived.xo provokeghy 
4; + * ** Merges, by endeavouring to out-yye 
* ther with my Sins ; what can I ex-. 
* pe bur to find a Judgment worthy 
* of God, ſuch an irreverſible ruine as 
* wwight render me an aſtoniſbing ,gn+ 
* ſtance of thy ſeverity to the while 
* Earth. Thou haſt atteſted thy ſelf 
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© yet I who enjoy the benefit, of 'them, 
« neither conlider them as Bleſſings, 
© nor thee as a God; bur Atheiſtically 
« defie that providence by which; I (yb- 
© fiſt. ( Thou giyeſtme a time for; Re- 
* pentance; þur 1m,unwilling to: throw 
* off this Bondage of Sin, and, think 
« jt a hardſhip ro ſubmic co-that Voak 
* which is-eafic .and delightful, ,and, if 
* I cou'd ſtifle the Tegrors of 'my Con- 
* ſcience, . woud glady proclaim Licence 
* to my Luſts, ., Theſe are the baſe xe» 
* turns I have -made; thus have Þ-jyc> 
*.quited the Lord, and incur'd his Dif- 


| - < pleaſure, yer. I am fearleſs of his 


« Wrath, - and. can's repent. me; of my 


_ * ways, nor. conſider the Evil- I, have 


* done. Surely.my Heart is heardnad; 
*and.I am - nigh unto Curſmg;:.O 
* Lord, What can I plead to! avert the 
* ſentence, who am as far from Penis 
* tence as Innocence 2 How:-can I'pray 
© againſt thar Vengeance which Immake 
* 1t. tny buſineſs to pull down? if thou;. 


© 'OLord,ſhou'dſt ſpare me, what wou'd 
| *-tavail if ir ſerve- bur ro ſer me at a 
? .* gregter Hoſtlillity with thee 2 O mer- 
; <ciful Saviour, who igaveſt thy ſelf a 
*,Z89nfom for Sinners, look again. withr 


*:ceypaſſionate,-Eycs - on - me, :who' 
(2 &Fv® © . needs 


; 52 Advice t6 thoſe whs never 
*-needs now a ſecond Redemprion, c- 
© ven a reſcue from my ſelf; Lord, | 
* thou--ſeeſt the miſerable ſtate ito | 
* which'T am reduced, Where is th' 
© Pitry;a1d' the ſounding of thy Boweh, | | 
**rowards the Aﬀidted 2 Oh ! bow thy ; 
* Heaven ' and come down, hear we 
; * Prayer. of a diſtreſſed' Sinner, deliver 

© me from thar miſery I have involved ; 

2 © my felf, pur thy Laws a new into m 

28 * Heart, and write them'in my Mad 

-Y "- bleſſed Mediator, who prayed(ſt for | 

Crucifiers, interceed alſo for wie, | 

© have under the name 'of 4 Diſ> | 

crucified thee afreſh ; and tlio' | 
ave' nothing to ſay- ifor - my felf | 


37> Le. BY 
b £f Oh a SS: 
IG |S A wannor:pretend that I knew: nos" whit | 
NE Bt {Bis ; et let rhy Stripes and Founds 

IRS - :Grof $s and Paſſion; þ 
bY +.  Olhe » Oh! let thy Bleſſed. Spit 

PINES —Spoactr again upon me;” that” even. | 
theſe ' dry Bones may 'lve- ir hy þ 
© Gghr. i him ſd” effeQtually coh- | 


Pts © vitice and reprove, illuminate abd ex- 
* cite'me, that I may cleanſe-my' ſelf. 

© from all filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit, 
* walk worthy of the holy Votation /| 
* whereto I am called, and evidehce- wy. 
* relation to rþF Prince of Peace: - Ol 

*.thar my | 
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K*ceiv'd the Sacvament;. 33 


* © wards'it: This change, muſt be on- 
to © ly the work of that -mighty Power, 
r * which is able to ſubdue all things to 
i, - * ir ſelf; and yer, O Lord, with what 
hy | * face can I beg of thee to force me to 
1% | * char happitels which I till reſolve to 

þ - * reſiſt. Whar can I ſay to-thee, O thou 
od © © preſerver, thou redeemer of -men, who 


> | * have put my-ſelf beyond all the ordi-. 


$4 + * nary-means of thvy- grace: I.can only 


: lay my ſelf at thy Feet, diſplay* m 
ie | # milery, and: leave thee to Ln PF 


if. | * thine own compaſſion. Oh, ler that 
» | *movetheeto dofor me, whatever my 
| © wretched ſtare.is in need off. O Lord, 
| © Hear, O Lord, forgive, confider; 
| © and qdo.it, for thy name fake : Thou 
| © artJeſus, a'Saviour, ſave thy ſervant 
gf * from-his fin; and-let-me nor ſlide back 
2 | *by a perpetual. backſliding. Oh, a- 
ww | © <&rL not.thy poor creature, Lord, 
m | * careſt rchou nor that I periſh. Turn 
* thee again,: O Lord, ſanQtific and 
* cleanſe me for I am exceeding ſinfull, 


| © my obdurare heart into contrition, 
oy | and if jt cannot: be done without the 
Ya, $a of thy Laws, Lord do thar, oc 
= D any 


© alas, how little Diſpoſition have I to- 


I's. nba 


"| * create anew Spirit within me, melt 


= ; $:S al things are poſſible, :who haſt beet | 


-<:;- +,4miracles inme ; and ofa propbaneiur-| 
*:grareful wretch, make-me'a.penivgat | 

+. -* and obedient ſervanr, that 1 er toy 5 | 
 * #25 much to pleaſe as I haye'to proyoke 

© thee, & by a continuance inwell! oing 
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[34 Advice to thoſs who never | 
* anything with me, ſo that-I may be. | 


* come a Veſſel of honour meet for thy | 
* Service. But, O Lord, if thy gentler | 
* method may have any effec, be pleat: 
* ed to continue thy Long-/uffering , 
* and though I have no pretence to | 
* mercy, yet do thou aflert thine own 
* work; be merciful becauſe thou haſt 
* been ſo, diſpence to me whatevet 
* thou ſceſt molt apt to reduce me, and! 
* that thy outward applications may be 


* no longer in vain, enforce and enlii | 
* yen them with thy free Spirit, ſubdue |. 
© my obſtinate peryerſneſs, and give me | 


* at laſt ſuch Grace as I may not tur | 
*'into wantonneſs. Oh, thou, to whom | 


merciful to me, work again greater | 


» 


\SH_ 


* may obtain the Crown which thou 


© Jaid up for thoſe that: ſerve thee, ant} 
* polleſs eternal joys in the Kingdos 


lagdom | 
* of thy Father, which thou, O- bleſſed) 
* Jeſus, haſt purchaſed with thy;blood,! 


* and ſcaled by thy Spirit ;. To, whithy 
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Recefv'd the Sacrainenf. - 3; 
* © bleſſed Trinity be aſcribed all praiſe, 
* honour, Glory, now, and to eternity, 
* Amen. F 
Acts of Alam. : 
O Lord God, I am Aſhamed, and 
Bluſh -ro lift up my Face to thee, for 
my. iniquities are increaſed oyer my 
Head, and 'my Treſpaſſes grown up 
unto Heaven. #3 


- O my Sovl, what Fruit haye: I reapt 
from all the pleaſures of Sm, but Yani- 
. ty and Vexation of Spirit, Lord,:I am 
aſhamed of my own Folly; Madneſs, 
and Difingenuity ; when I call to mind 
how greedily 1 have ſucked in my own 
Pollution, how treacherouſly I have 
betrayed my own Sou! to Temptations. 
and: combined 'with the Dewvi/s tot has 
ſten and increaſe my own Damnation ; 
dy | how obſtinarely I have fled from thee, 
ket when:thy Merey perſued me with pro-. 
| miſes of Pardon; how unworthily 1: 
have abuſed thy Goognelſs, and Fpr-- 
bearance, and Long-ſufferings which 
a! ſhould have led -me to Kepentance,, _ . 
od, .'-Son of David, Bleſſed Redeemer, 
uch} Lamb of God, thar takeſt away the ſins 
Tea the World, have. Mercy upon me ; 
X54 : & Ws (7 
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| 36 Advice to thole whonever 


O Jeſu, be a Jeſus unto me ! Thou that 
ſparedſt thy Servant Peter that deni- | 
ed thee thrice; thou that didſt caft ſe- : 
yen Devils out of Mary Magdalen, and . 
forgaviſt the Woman taken in Adulte- | 
ry, and didſt bear the convert Thief | 
from the Croſs to the joys of Paradiſe, 
have Mercy upon me alſo. Though my | 

# do Offences are greater than theſe, a yet | 


T not their Sins, nor mine, nor the Sins 


\ of the whole World, can equal thy : 
Jhecrs Glorious Mercy which is Infnite nl 
[ Eternal as thy Self. I acknowledge, | 
i O Lord, that I am Ye, bur yet re- | 

_ deemed with thy precious Blood ; thou; 
*-*O Lord, loveſt ro fhew Mercy, be- | 
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-- --.--3- My fins are ſo great and-many, thartts!, 
- >> forgive me, will be a glorious a: of | 
mercy : Diſpiſe me not, O Lord; for. | 
---.,-L am thy Creature, diſpiſe me not, for 
-*.--, ©. thoudidſtdie for me; caſt me not-a- | 
way in thine Anger, for thou cameſt to: | 
ſeek and ſave me; Say unto my Sowut;! 
I:'am thy Salvation, let thy ZZoly 'Spt- 
 rit lead me from the Error of my ways,' | ie 
into the paths of Righteouſneſs, to lit 


great degrees of Repentance, and thro! : bu 


\. all the parts of a Holy Life, to a Gods.4 Fe 
: I and Zoly Death. Grant this, :Oby. Br 


Bleſſed} 


— Recetivdthe Sacrament. 37 
Bleſſed Jeſu for thy Mercies, and for 
thy pitty ſake, Amen. | 

| Moſt merciful and indulgent Jeſus, 
| hear the complaint of a ſad and miſe- 
 rable Sinner. ave tearched 1nfo t 
ſecret recefles of my Sox/, there I find 
nothing but ZHerror and a barren W:/- 
derngſs, a negleted Conſcience. over- 
own with Szxs,- and cares beſet with 
fears and ſore Amazemen tremble 
when. I remember that 1ad. Truth, 
the Righteous ſcarcely be. ſaved, where 
ſhall the Wicked and Ungodly appear > I 
know, O Lord, that ail my ſecret im-» 
; | purities ſhall be laid open at thy dread» 
ty) ful Fudgment. O juſt and dear God! 
1; how ſhall I appear, who ſhall plead 
for me, who-/am loaden with /mpurizies; 

Vanity, Iugratitude , . Malice and the 

Zerrors of. an aftrightning Conſcience ? 

Wilt not thou anſwer for: me, O Jeſus, 

thou art my Fudge and my Advocate, 

thou-art'to paſs Sentence upon me . for 
thoſe Sins for which thou dieſt. O re- 

} ſerve.not my Sins to be puniſhed in the 

| life to come, for. then I. die Eternally; 

: bur bring me in this World to a ſevere 
dt Repentance. © Behold, I am inthy hand, 
v4. grant I may { Weep and be contrite for 

4 mySins, that in the hour ms Ia © 


33 Adviceto thoke who never {| 
I may. find Mercy, and in the day of ; 
Judgment be freed from the Terrors of | 
thy Wrath, and the Sentence of the 
Wicked. Thay haſt ſpared me all this | 
While, and not taken. me off 1n the! 
- midſt of my Sins, whichis an unfpeak» 
able Mercy, for if thou had dealt with | 
me according to my Deſerts, I had} 
been now at this inſtant ſealed up to } 
an Eternity of 7orments hopeleſly mi ' 
ſerably, fearing the Revelation of thy 
day with an infupportable Amazement, 
But now under the ſweet influences of 
thy mercy, I am praying to thee, cone 
felling my ſins with Sorrow for 'my in+ 
yes but with a full hope in thy 
flercy. O my dear God, let © thy 
Grace ſpeedily work that in me, for 
which thou ſo long haſt ſpared me, | 
even a true Faith and Holy Life ; eſtas | 
bliſh in me a great contritior for : my 
Sins, lead me on to an humble Confeſ 
fon, and let thy Grace make: me bras 


a a a 
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forth Fruits meet for Repentanceg-O'Blek | 


ſed Jeſu, who liveth and reigus, ever one | 
God, world without, gud, Amen. | 

| Arts Wu: CTTONCE © if 
I hate all evil ways, O Lord, Bat | 


thy Law will I Love: O God, 1 oy: f 
, ſhameI confeſs that other Lords beſides] © 
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MY 


- +; ſufficiently lament the - guilt of my 
i Sins which was fo great; . that — 
&} bur thy own ineſtimable_ Blood could. 

ded | EXPIALE, - BT 43% kf: 


_ of which there are ſo great, ſo'uncon- 


Keceiv'd the Sacrament. ' 39 
thee have hitherto had Dominion over 
me. - Miſerable Wretch-thart I 'am, that 
I ſhould begin ſo carly to offend my : 
Creatorgand fin ſo mucit:n"ſogſhort a c<_—_—_ 
rime.) Lord, I fear I never yet'throughSotong 9 
ly - conſidered how evil and bitter 42 Si 
thing it is to 'depart from -thee; O 
make me every day more and more 
ſenſible of the' Error of my ways, and 

of my own infinit Y7/ereſs. Miſerable 
Wretch that I am, that ever I ſhould 
commit. thoſe ſins which expoſe me to 

all the vials of thy Wrath, to all the 
curſes of thy Law, tg: all thy judg- 
ments 7emporal or Spiritual in this lite, 

and to all the Horrors and Deſpair and 
Torments of the; Damaged Wee: 10 
come, +4, AUP. 

- Miſerable wretch that I am, that e- 

yer I ſhould tranſpgreſs that - Law of 
thine; O God which is ſo Juſt, Hol 

and Good, perfe&t and! fo condeſcend- 
ing'fo my Infirmities, and -in keeping 


rableremaeds.- -- Eonteifion. 
 Blfed Seview, ld Old 
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and the Vanities of this World which 


4 Advice to thoſe who never: 


tial ſorrow into my Soul; make my 


Head Waters, and my Eyes Fountains | 


of Tears, or do thou ſupply the want 


of them.with Sighs.and Groans unutter- 


able. Bur alaſs,,I know all the Tears 
I can. poſſibly ſhed, can never waſh a- 
way the leaſt of my Sins, 'tis thy Bleod 
only, Lord, that can do it. wy 

O Heavenly Father, in the defed of 
my own Tears I offer thee, the Blood 
of thy own well beloved Son, far his 
fake have mercy upon me 
. I have been in the 


ry. moment I utterly forſake all my ſins 
and turn to thee. . I do from my. heart 


_ renew my, Baptiſmal Vow; 1'do for e- 


ver renounce the Deviland afl his Works, 
may pervert me from thy.Seryice, and, 
all the finfull Luſt of the Fleſh. O my 
God, I do ſteadfaſtly beljeve all the 
Articles. of the Chriſtian Faith, :1-will 
keep thy Holy Will nad Contus 


0. Bleſſed Spirit, inſtil true pehtiten- | 


Auetion 
nare of the De- | 
vil, and been led Captive by him, and | 
fin hath reigned -in .my Morfa/ Body; 
2nd.I have. obeyed it in the luſt there- | 
of, but arom. henceforth 1 reſolve to 
{ſerve none but thee, and from this ve- | 


ndments,, 
and walk in the ſame all the days of:j 
c my. 
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my life. All this T am botnd to do and 


believe, and by thy help fo I will ; and 


I heartily thank thee, O Father, who 
haſt called me to this ſtate of Salvatior, 
through Jeſus Chriſt my Saviour, and I 
hy pray thee for his ſake to give 
me Grace to continue in the fame to my 
lives end. 


O Lord God I have Sworn, and I 
will perform ir, that I will keep thy 


Righteous Judgments ; bur alaſs, I'm not 
| able 


of my ſelf to do nothing that is 
Good, not ſo much as to think one 
gobd thought, and I no ſooner ſhall 
riſe from my #Xnees, bur I fear I ſhall be 
tempted to thoſe very fins I have now 
ſo ſolemnly renounced, and thoſe Temp- 
tations will cettainly overcome me, un- 
leſs thou, Lord, do'ſt reaſonably inter- 


poſe thy Grace to with-hold me, bur [ 


can doall things through the ſtrength- 
ning me; do thou then, O Bleſſed Sa- 
viour, perfe& thy ſtrength in my weak. 
nels, for in thee only is my truſt, O my 
God, thou haſt promiſed to give thy 
Holy Spirit to thoſe thar ask ir. Be- 
hold, Lord, I do Humbly, I do Ear- 
neſtly ask'thy Holy Spirit now of thee. 
O fullfil thy gracious Promiſes to 
3 me ! 


" 4v» Advice fo thoſe-who never 


me! O vouchſafe me that Holy Spirit 1 
pray for, to purifie my corrupt Nature, 
ro Tr my Weakneſs, to comfort 
me in 7r 

couragements, to ſuccor me in. Temptas 
tions, and to afiſt me in all the part of 
my Duty. Thou, O ſearcher of hearts; 
knoweſt the ſins I'm moſt inclined to ; 
[ here name them] hercin will lie my 
greateſt danger of Backeſliding ; but, 
O my God, I beg a double portion. of 
thy Spirit, and inviſible aid againſt 
them ; hold thou up my goings in thy 
paths, that my Foot-ſteps ſlip not. 0 
work in me that viRtorious*Faith by 
which I may overcome the World, the 
Devil, and my own cotrupt Nature. 


My help ſtandeth in thee, O great , 


Creator of Heaven and Earth, arid I 
commit my Sou! to thy keeping./ O 
thou that art Faithful as well as Al- 
mighty, keep that ſafe which is com- 
mitted to thy Truſt,) watch over me 
that I'may not be beguiled by the de- 
ceitfulneſs of Sin, or betrayed by -my 
own treacherous heart, or ſurpriſed by 
my Gh-ftly Enemies, and give me grace 
to Watch and Pra ncderty my elf, 
lealt I enter into 7 


O 


oubles, to ſupport'me in Diſ- _ 
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O Heavenly Father, for thine own 
infinit Mercy fake, for thy Truth and 
Promiſe ſake, for all the Merits and 
Sufferings of the Son of thy Love in 
. whom thou art always well pleaſed ; 
pardon all my Sins and Failings, and 
receive me into thy favour for the ſake 
of him who has- taught me to call the 
Father, and when I pray to ſay, 


«. Our Father which art, &c. 


ee 


"Þ 141, x. 


The following Form to be added when 
we have ſome aſſurances, that our 


_ Hearts are ſteadfaſt towards God. 


' A the God of my life, and the un- 
exhauſted Fountain of mercy, 
which can never be drawn dry. I have 
now by the aſſiſtance of thy /zo/y Spirit, 
gone through, though with weak and 
trembling ſteps, the whole exerciſe of 
Repentauce ; for I have confeſſed my 
Sins, and thou haſt promiſed, upon my 
Confeſlion of them, not to impute them 
to me ; I have gone one ſtep farther, T 
have repented of my Sins, and thou 
haſt promiſed upon my Repertance, 
: thou 


44 Advice to thoſe who never 
thou wilt remember them mo more; and 


becauſe thy Holy Word hath taught 
me, that a new life is the only Repen- 


| 


tance, I have this day in thy ſight, and | 


in the preſence of all che Angels, that 
attend thee in the converſion of a ſin» 
ner, made my firm reſolution never ta 
fall again into the Sins I have repented 
of, and now 


O God the Father of Heaven, who | 


canſt not be thought ſo cruel as to make 
me only to deſtroy me, 
[ Have mercy upon me. 

O God the Son, who knowing th 
Father's Will, didſt make it thy buſ. 
neſs to come into the World to ſave 
me, 

[ Have Mercy, &c. 

O God the Holy Ghoſt, who to the 
ſame end did(t ſanftifie me in my Bap- 
tiſm, and haſt ſo often ſince breathed 
Holy thoughts into my Soul, 

[ Have mercy, &c. 


O Holy Bleſſed and Glorious Trintiy, 


whom in three perſons I adore as my 
one and only true God. 
[ Have mercy on me. 
Hear me, O Lord. 
Help me, O Lord. 
Sayc me, or clſe I periſh. 
Lord, 


| 
| 
| 
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Lord, careſt thou not that I periſh. - 

Thou that wouldeſt have all 'men to 
be ſaved. 

Thou who wiouldeſt have none to 
periſh. | 

And wilt thou now ſhew thine anger 
againſt a Warm, againſt a Yapour that 
vaniſhes before thee 2 O remember how 
ſhort my time is, and deliver not my 
Soul into the power .of ZZe//, for whar 
profit is there in my Blood; no, let me 
live in thy fight, -let me live, O my 
God, that my Soul may praiſe thee : 
O remember for whoſe ſake-it was that 
thou :cameſt from the Boſom of thy 
Father : Remember for whom it was 
that thou -enduredſt the agony of the 
Croſs, and ſhed thy precious Blood. 
Was it not for the Sins of the whole 
World, and haſt thou particularly ex- 
cepted me? Can I imagine thou dieſt 
for Sinners of a lower kind, and left 
ſuch as I without Remedy: O how ea- 
ſie is it to thee to forgiye, for 'tis thy 
Nature ; how proper 1s it for thee to 
fave, for it is thy Name ; how ſuita- 
ble is it to thy only end of coming in- 
tothe World, for it was thy buſineſs ; 
and when I conſider that I am. chief of 
dinners, may I. not urge the Father 
and 


46 Advice to thoke who never 
and fay,ſhall the very chief of thy biſi- 
neſs be left undone. 
[ Mercy, Mercy, Good Lord, 
I ask not of thee any longer the things 
of this World, but thy pardoning Mers 
cy. O that I could- hear thee 1ay, as 
thou didſt to him in the Goſpel, My 
Son be of good chear, thy fins are forgt- 
ven thee. 
O that I could never fin againft thee 
more, never purpoſely, deliberately, 


willfully. ſin againſt thee more, and for 


thoſe ſins of daily Tneurfion, thoſe 0- 
ver familiar corruptions of my Nature 
which thou haſt ''not yer given me 
ſtrengrthienough to conquer, Latc., ei- 
cher ſubdue them by degrecs, 'or lay 


them-not to- my Chatge ; -but whetein 


_Joever my Conſcience moſt accuſerh 


me; therein, O my God, be thou' moſt 


merciful unto me. BP 
| Save me, O: Lortl, as a trand 
ſnatch out of the Fire. 

Receive me, O my Jeſus, as a ſheep 
that has wandred, but now is return'd 
to the Great Shepherd and Biſhop. of 
my Soul. Fas-4k 
' Letthis day, O my God, be noted in 
thy Book, do not thou forget my Pray. 
ers, nor ſuffer me to: forget my Reſo/us 
FIONS ; 
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tions ; though Iam weak, though Iam 
unworthy, though I am unprofitable, 
yet I am thy Servant, and here upon 
my bended Knces, I humbly beg of 
thee that I may live and die ſo. 

' Lord hear my Prayers, and let my cry 
come unto thee. Lord pardon my Pray- 
ers, and let not my coldneſs, and wan- 
drings, and infinite unworthineſs turn 
them into Sin. Lord hear my Prayer, 
and let my cry come unto thee. | 
; O Lord Jeſu Chriſt, Son ofthe Eter- 
nal God, interpoſe thy holy Death, 
thy Croſs- and Paſſion between thy 
Judgment and my Soul now,and in the 
hour of my death, granting unto me 
Grace and Mercy; to al faithfull 
people, pardon and peace; tothe Church, 
unity and amity ; to all Sinners, eſpe- 
cially thoſe I have led into Sin, Repen- 
rance and{Amendment; to us all, life 
and Glory everlaſting, who liveſt and 
reigneſt ever one God World without 
end, Amen. 

O Lord, bleſs me, and keep me, 
O Lord, Make thy face to ſhine upon 
me, O Lord, life up the lighr of thy 
countenance upon me, and give me 
peace for ever. Amen. 


Having 


 48® advice to thoſe who never 
Having performed this Office with 
due fincerity, let us -refle&t upon what 
we have been doing ; 'tis poſſible the 


reſult of our Thoughts may terminate +| . 


ina mixrure of fear and joy : But we 
ought not to let either paſlion prevail 
more than is juſtly neceſſary ; don't 
let our fear deprefs, and caft us into 
ſuch a Melancholy, as may ſuggeſt; 
God won't be reconciled, and if we 
have been dull in the performance of 
theſe things, that God has rejeed us. 
The Devii knows how fatal this courſe 
is, to redeem us from his Power ; he 
3s very-buſic to prevent our repentance, 
and abuſe our imaginations with allu- 
fions ; perhaps our own diſuſe of prayer 
has rendred us uncapable of a due at- 
tention ; 'tis impoſſible to. become im- 
mediately good from being very wick- 
ed'; or thar 'we ſhould pray' with the 
ſame ſteadfaſtneſs, as they who are 
accuſtomed to this duty : We are there- 
fore to ſtrive to the uttermoſt ; where 
we fail to be ſorry, ask God's Pardon 
and Grace to do better for the future, 
and in a little time we ſhall prevail to 
our fatisfaction: On the other fide, 


don't let our joy puft- us up, and be-; 


cauſe we have ſhed a few Tears, ſaid ſo 
| many 
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many Prayers, Faſted and given Alms, 
that we arc: how become perfe&, and 


necd no more Repentance; we have 
* bur-ſer the firſt ſtep to this great work 


of our Salvation, were we ſure we 
had fully. 'conquered ſin, and ſhou'd 


not ſaffer,qur ſelves to be deceived a- 
ny.more: 5:Y.ct this negative part of 


Chriſtianity .is not ſufficient, *tis not 
cyough. that:we ceaſe to. do Evil, but 
karn to do Well ; we are now to begin 


our courſe, 'and as we have many things 


to unlcarn, ſo; there are abundance to 
learn, withiut which we ſhall never ſee 
the . Face of God, What they are the 
Scripture will. inform us, . 'tis front 
thence we, are to learn our perſeQion, 
for he hath ſhewed thee, -O man what zs 


Good, to do. Juſtice, to loye Mercy, 


and .to walk humbly with thy God ; 
we 'are to-attend the Zouſe of Prayer, 
frequent the Sacrament, and be holy in 
all manner: of Conver/ation.,: If we want 
to be informed in any thing, let us 
have recourſe to our Paſtor, that he 
may. ſatisfie our Conſciences.. I would - 
advice that our Confeſſion be made ro 
lome diſcreet Miniſter ; for 'tis a great 
ſign, of our Repentance, when we are thus 


willing to take ſhame to our ſelves; 
E beſides 


5o Advice to thole who never 
beſides 'rwill be a greater reſtraint- 
upon us. We ſhall be affraid to 
join in the next Temptation, when we 
know. we muſt confeſs it ; 'tis the de 
pravedneſs of our Nature to be affraid, 
rather of Men _ _ We are not 
ſcrupulous to do thoſe things in pri 
m_ which we cou'd —_ bet 
Men.; 'tis ſeldom that Companions in 
Wickedneſs will. ſuffer one another-to 
be Wicneſles of their ſhame, fo eaſie is 
it to. be afftaid to confeſs what wedon't 
bluſh ro commit ; bur this.I leave to 
every Man's Conſcience, but let hin 
have a care he don't deceive his own 


Soul. We ſhall be tortured to little | 


purpoſe rp put our ſelyeg'upon mock 
Repentances, and- when our 


ons 
come willfully: ſhort of. our ſins, we 
willfully exclude our ſelves from the 
Favour and Mercy of God ; 'twill be 
a ſad remembrance at the laſt day, .to 
think 'twas in our power to be Happy; 
that we were not far: from the Kingdom 


of Heaven, and yer muſt fall ſhorr of | i 
the Glory of God. To prevent which; | 


let us deal Fairhfully with - our So!ls, 
when we think we ſtand, be careful 
we don't fall, and having begun our 
courſe to continue to our- liyes end; 
that we may be ſaved. When 


| 


| 
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When we come abroad into the World, 


| there is a neceſſity we ſet a watch orer 


ourſelves, we muſt expect to be attack'd, 
if we can bear the firſt aſſault, the reſt 
willfall by degrees, and every 7emptas 
tion be leſs powerful ; when we are firſt 
tempred let us remember, that this is 
the very thing that has coſt us ſo much 
trouble, which we yow'd to relift, 
which is our niortal Enemy, and which 
will ſet us at a greater variance with 
God. How car we do this thing, and 
ſin againſt Heaven 2 Let us Remember 
this is the firſt Tryal, if we ſubmit, 
how can we think to preyail another 
time ? the riext Temptation may have 2 
better appearance. There may be a 
Thouſand things ro render it more tas 
kinp, and ſo by degrees we ſhall be 
brought to 6ur old ſtate, and the laſt 
condition will be worſe than the firſt. 
We: muſt not allow our ſelves in the 
Commiſſion of any one known ſin , we 
muſt reſiſt the beginning, we muſt not 
ſuffer our ſelves to think upon old Ha- 
bits, but with abhorrence ; for 'tis not 
only a ſin, but will endanger us to fall 
back. If we cake pleaſure in their re+ 
membrance, the Devil wont fail to ex- 
cite-our delight, by adding ſome new 

E 2 reliſh 
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relith to make them more acceptahſe; 
if we would ſhun the danger, we mult 4; 


_— 4 


void the occaſion,and then need noc fear 


, 


being led into 7emptatiovy. But ther is 
a grcater motive yct ; we muſt remember | 
we are but beginning,, and to look'back | 
at the firit ſtep is ſych a piece of folly, | 
that every body .muſt be; aſhamed. oh, | 
Surz none can be ſo unxcaſonable:tode- 
fire it ſhould be reckoned among; their 
good. Deeds, that they only thouglit'of | 
Repentance ; 'if we. arg truly ſenſiblecof 
cur ſins, we. ſhall be-yery -deſirous ;to | 
get rid of them: We are taught ther 
1s 20 way, but by .coming -to Chril, | 
they that. come unto him mujt,do the, Will | 
of his Father, to thoſe he gives powet | 
ro become the Sons of God; the, Clyl 
dren. of God arc manifeſt; 'they -that 
do wickedacls arc not of Gqd. . Lexus 
endeayyur thercfore-to.'adgd,.to our, fe: 
peat zzce, Obedicyce, that acceptable 9# 
crilice, , and. bc forward in all the dutic3 | 
of Chriilianicy ;, that fo, we may apt | 
prove qur iclvcs ur x-cil doing, for "tis 
the will.of the Lozd chac we add to, out 
Faich, Yercue ;.and when we have trycd 
our. tclyes, thar we can re{ift Tempt# 
lon,.and are ready; to. Good Works; 


let us.then prepare tg mect tlie Lord -At 
— "Tb [145 
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his Holy Table, that we may receive 
Grace and Strength, to walk in the fame 
all the days of our tives, This is he 
great duty of the New 7 wv, and th-rc 
needs no arguments to bring thoſe tc 
the Sacrifice, who are ſenſible of thear 
neceſſities, or are deftrous of growing 
better. Our Church has raken care to 
inſtruct every Chriſtian how he may 
become a w:orthy Receiver, by teilt2g 
him firſt what he ought to Belies 24 
then what he ought to Practice. | ſh al 
content my {2!f with the method of tt: 
Church in both theſe Caſes, and re- 
commend it to thoſe who are d<{trous 
to be inform'd. Bread and Wine is what 
the Lord has commanded to be re- 
ceived, and the Church has told 
us, that they ſignifie the Body and 
Blood of Chriſt, which are verily and 
indeed taken by the Faithful, and the 
benefits arc the ſirengrhning and refreth- 
ig of our Souls. This is what we arc 
politively to believe, and when we can 
give our intire aſſent, ler us according 
& the DircAion of the Church examine 
our ſelves, whether we repent truly of 
our' former ſins, /ferwfa/tly pr wg 70 
lead a new Life, hve a lirzely | ith in 
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thankful Remembrance of his Death, and 
be in Charity with all Men. "This is in 
ſhort the Duty of every Communicant, 


2nd no Man who would come to the : 


| 


Lord's Supper worthily, can leave out 


any of theſe things; inſtead of a great 
many Arguments, I muſt preſs the ob- 
ſervance of them. *Tis the misfortune 
of a great many to think they have dif- 
charged their Duty, if thcy can uſe ſo 
much Self-denial as to rcirain from their 


uſual exceſs a week before the Sacra» | 


ment ; ſay the Morning and Evening 
Devotion, and bring themſelves to con- 
feſs they are ſorry, for what upon a 
little Examination, they find a mils. 
This they think is Repentance enough, 


and becauſe their Book finds no more | 


work for them, ſet down well ſatisfied 
with their performance. They ſeem 


willing to compound the matter with 


God Almighty , confeſs themſelves 


Bank-rupt, and deſire to be ſet free for | 
paying half Tribute. They have their | 


{cr times for Devotion, are content to 


be Fools for three Weeks, and then 


ſet down to make up the Month the 
orher weck, and confeſs their Folly : 
Thus for one weeks Pennance think God 
2S obliged to be reconciled, and becauſe 
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they have the impudence to wipe their 
Mouth, conclude God will think they 
have done no ill ; but we can't deccive 


. God, where 'tis to be had, he will cx- 


act the uttermoſt Farthing ; /ef our Coz.» 
ſciences be our Judges, and our Guides : . 
Uſe Books only as helps to Dewotior, 
for 'tis impoſſible for a Book to be wrir 
to ſuit every Man's occaſion, there is 
ſomething particular to every one of 
us, that another perhaps never thought 
of, and 'tis not likely ſuch a one is ca- 
pable to preſcribe a Remedy before 
hand ; wherefore when we are arrived 
ſo far in our way to Happineſs, as the 
forſaking our old Habits, and placing 


| better in their room, we may venture to 
| draw nigh to that Zoly Ordinance, of 


which whoſoever is a worthy partaker 
ſhall live for ever. A good Life is the 
beſt preparitive to this Feaſt, 'tis not 


| enough we ſhake hands with our Vices 


xr | fora time, and return to our Folly when 


Ir 


er 


the Ceremony is over ; if we are not 
qualified before we come, we are in 


| danger to receive this Sacrament Un- 


worthily, and the conſequence of thar 15 
ſo terrible, that the thoughts of irmuſt 
amaze us: No Man is qualified that 


does not ſincerely Repent, it can't be 


E 4 ſuppoſed 
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ſuppoſed that God has allotted juſt fo | 
much time to mortifie ourſelves,or thata 

week is ſufficient to prepare us for | 
Heaven.They who have lived in a courſe | 
of ſin, and never approached this //oly 
Communion, muſt not think the firſt fit 
of Sorrow ſufficient to Denounce them | 
true Peritents. It requires time, and | 
pains to conquer their L»/ts, rhe old 
Man muſt be caſt oft, and they muſt 
give a ſignal of their Loyalry betore 
they be accepted Subjects of the *Myj 
. High; inſhort,if upon Examination we 
find our Faith firm, our Purpoſes ſtead- 
faſt, and our Deſires after Chriſt ſtrong, | 
we may come to the Altar of God, -and 
if we appear there with Charity ; qpir 
Pravers ſhall be convey'd from thence} 
to the preſence of God. *Tis upon no 


_ T_T on Or On nn 


other terms we can comme with ſecurity, 


for there is no concord berween Chriſt 
and Beli./ :' They who frequent the 


Sacrameat, and ſuffer themſelves in the | 


Commiſion of any known fin, are re: | 
conciling of - contradiftions, ' and will 
tmd their millake to thor-conſulon. 
*T:3 very certain, as long as we are 
upon i:arth, we are ih a ſtate of Trial ; 
no man muſt expect ro be exempt 'from- 
Temptation: Bur we- thould: make. it 


our | 
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our buſineſs to ſtrive and reſiſt the 
World, Fleſh and the Devil. Tf by ſur- 
priſe, or other accident, we are b:- 
rrayed into fin, we know our duty t5 
be ſorry, and arm our ſelves againſt it 
for the future: We may reafonably 
expect pardon upon this humiliation, 
if we dont join our good Will, and 
commit the evil with approbari ton. 
This we certainly do, if we ſuffer our 
ſelves to be often over come by the ſame 
Tempration ; ſuch a one ought to ſul- 
p< the ſincerity of his re{olution, and 
not approach the holy Communion,” 
till he 1s ſatisfied his heart is -perfe@ in 
the Commandments of God : Bur aftcr 
all, men muſt be left ro themſelves in 
this matter: *Tis certain, no man can 
be a Hipocrite againſt his knowledge, 
and what pretences men have' for Hi- 
pocriſy in other caſes, they are reaſons 
of a prodigious nature, which ſhall in- 
duce a man to play the cheat upon lnm- 
(elf: For no man is forced to the Sa- - 
cramenr, and if he was, 'ti3 very fad ir 
inould be accounted criminal ro Oblige 
them to be good :: However men: trifc 
in'other caſes, let them be: {etions in 
this; if they are realiy finzere, God 
will pardon a mukitude of Faults; -no 
LEE Man 
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Man that knows his own ſincerity need 
be affraid to approach the table of the 
Lord. 

When the Miniſter declares the time 
of the next Communion, and invites 
all ſuch as ſhall religiouſly be diſpoſed, 
ler us lift up our Souls' to God, and 

of him that we may beceme wor- 
thy Partakers of his Body and Blied : 
In order to it, let us remember, the 
nearer we draw to God in his /Zoly Or- 
dinances, the greater muſt be our care 
in the Management of our ſelvcs; rho', 
C( as I have already premiſed ) a Good 
Life is the beſt preparative to a worthy 
Reception . of the Lord's Supper, yet 
when we approach the Preſence of che 
Lord, we ought to be more than ordi- 
nary circumſpea. Twas David's reſo- 
fution, To waſh his hands in Inmocency, 
before he approacht the Altar of God. 


God himſelf commanded Foſbna to pull . 


off his ſhooes when he was upon the 
holy Ground; and then ſurely 'tis our 
duty, to become ſuch as the Lord may 
be well pleaſed with : Let us as 
much as poſlible this week, have our 
converfation with God: Don't let it 
fuffice that we have formerly call'd our 


ſelves tp account, but go over all again, 
=] there 
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there may be ſomething paſt over in 
our laſt Examination, or ſomething new 
to add to our 4flitiom; however the 
ſight of our late /niquity will ſufficiently 
affte&t us, and beholding our miſery 
afreſh, we ſhall be the more deſirous 
of coming to Chritt ; for our Sins when 
we are ſenſible of them, will be a bur- 
then too heavy for us to bear: Bur to 
increaſe our Lefires, Fumiliaticn and 
Love, let us reflec on the Goodnefs of 
God, in ſending Our Saviour Jeſus to 
be a ſacrifice for our Sins, that as the 
Terrors of the Lard firſt brought us 
to our ſelves, ſo now the Wonders of 
his Love may effeQtually perſwade us 
to turn to the Lord our God, that he 
may have mercy upon us. 


> % 
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' A Meditation Preparitory to the 


Communion. 


Ord, what is Man, that thou haſt 

reſpect unto him, and the Son of 
Man that thou ſo regardeſt him? When 
we had forfeied thy Favour, by a curſed 
Diſobedience to thy Command, and de- 
OM ws ſeryed 


- 
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ſerved to feel the reward of -our Fey to 
Ecernal ages ; if thou hadft only ſpared 
us from thy Wrath, and delivercd our 
Sl from the neithermoſt 7c, that 
Mercy had called for our greateſt De- 
votion, and employed us ro eternity 
in ſinging Praites; but thy infinice 
Love would not dcbar us the priviledge 
Gf Creation ; fince thou madcit us for 
thy ſelf,thou reſolvedſt ro try all means 
to bring us to the enjoyment of that 
Flappineſs. When we were {ſunk into 
Aijery, almoſt beyond recovery, what 
manner of Love didſt thou cxtend to 
the drooping World which lay in Dark- 
neſ5,and in the ſhaddow of Death ; thou 
empriedſt thy {clf, and communicated(t 
to us of thy fullnets, by ſending thy 
Eternal Son out of thy Boſom to make us 


thy Children, and exalt us. to cycr- 


laſting life. 


Oly, Floly, Floly, Lord God of Sa- 

teath, H-aten and Farth are j». : of 

the majeſty of il y Glory,Glory be to thee 
O God. Glory be to thee fos this in- 
C omprehenſible Myſtery : O chou God, 


who waſt mani'cſted in the ftleth,, - 


—_ be to thee; inſpire the nniverial 


World to a greatfull acknowicdgment - 


of 
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of thy Love {urpailing knowledge : 

Thar we may all acknowledge thee to 
be the Lord, fer on Ea: there is none 
like thee, and 2 nong the Gads-' there 
is none can do as tuwou hail done; Whey 
thou tookeſt,: upon thee to detiver Man, 
thou didjt”. not abbor the Virgius Womb, 
bur ſubmitxed to! cur fleſh, . that thou 
mighrelt open;.the; Kingdom ig Heaven 
to all believets, : ' 


Thou Word « of God, hou! didft 

thou ſtrip. thy. elf of; thy:.G/ory, 
ana deſcend fromthe felicities .of. thy 
7 rec, OO; bake uUpan tee the form of a 
Servant? ;Thouy' wert -born' of: poor Pa- 
rents , and,;laid-ina: Manger ; thou in- 
duredſt Hatiger: and Thirjſt;r and hadſt 
no place ta Jay,zhine head, yet: did it 
not dilcourage.thee from gaing abour 
tO do good, But thete were the Jealt of 
thy tutſerings;. thy Love to this, World 
urged rhee on-to greater diſheulties,and 
for which the, Whole . hoſt: of: Heaven 
muſt praile »nd-adore the? to Eternity. 
Afrer on badſt: declared - thy inten- 
tion of comng'to- ſave Sinners, and 
notwithſiancing the oppoſition of Men 
and evils, did{t. deliver the Doctrine. 
of Salyation to compleat thy Father's 
Will, 


6: Advice to hole who never 
Will, and fullfill che Scriptures cons 
cerning thee ; thou pr elt to give 
chy ſelf a Sacrifice, to attone for thoſe 
Sins from which neither Mennor Angels 
were-able to ſet us free. Thy Life in» 
deed was an intire piece of ſorrow, and 
thou always didſt ſuffer by the contra» 
dition of Sinners : Thy works of Cha- 
rity were reccived as unkindneſles,and 
thy Miracles ſuppoſed to be the works 
of the Devi, tho' thou ſpakeſt as ne- 
ver Man ſpake, yet they rejeted both 
thee, and thy doQtrine: Thus didſt 
thou-endure thoſe Afﬀeronts and Injuries; 
which were never offer'd to any but 
thy ſelf, and with much pains, yet ad- 
mirable patience, go on not only to 
confirm thy former goodneſs, but to 
add a _ greater than them all, and 
ſeal it by thy precious Blood. 

Here all our Thoughts ought to be 
Silence, Amazement, Reverence and Ad 
miration, with Tears of Love and Contri- 
tion; that the Eternal Son of God to 
cloath us with his Grace ſhould cloath him« 
ſelf with our humble Nature, and preſents 
ly load himſelf with the Burthen of our 


fins, take upon him their puniſhment, and 


die upon the Croſs for them too. That 
the cleanſing of us ſhould make him y” a 
lea, 
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filed, with the ſpittings of Blaſphemons 
Mouths ; that for. the waſhing our Souls, 
he ſhould ſhed his precious Blood. This 
is a buſineſs more proper for our Love 
than Meditation, more to make us alive 
in his Service, than Contemplative in our 


Thoughts, and to be expreſſed more by our 
wende 


er than our word. 
IU T, O-thou God of Mercy, thou 
: didſt not leaye us comtfortleſs, 
thou ſaweſt how much-reaſon we ſhould 
have to Mourn, Faſt and Pray, when 
the Bride-pgroom ſhould be taken hence, 
and therefore didſi ſend'thy Z7oly-Spi- 
rit to aſſiſt us till thy coming again; 
accompliſh therefore rhe number ' of 
thine- Elect, and haſten thy: Kingdom, 
that we, with all' that are departed in 
thy Faith, may have our perfe&t'Con- 
ſummation- in. Blifs. Jeſus, my- God, 
give me Grace to be ready when ſoever 
thou calleft, rchar.I may meet-thee with 
thy Saints at- thiy ſecond coming, and- 
be fit to enter with thee into thy 


Glory. 
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My Soul take yet a fuller view 

.of the loving kindneſs of the 
Lord; conſider the infinite compaſſion 
of thy Redeemer, -how great a regatd 
he had to thy Safety when he was in 
view of his dreadful Paſſion; for that 
very Night in which he was betrayed 
into the hands of ſinful Men, he inſti- 
ruted the "Holy ' Sacrament, left us his 
Body and Blood'to- be a continual; re- 
membrance of him. . 


| Infinite Charity, which conten- 
red{t not thy 1elf with being our 
Redemption, unleſs thou alſo becomeſt 
our -Nourihmcnt.. - O infinit Charity; 
which knowing that our Offences wou'd: 
Nail thee to the-Cro/s, wert yet. proyir-: 
ding a_remedy for thoſe Offences. 'Lord;: 
is_ir thy cuſtom to repay Benefits for 
Injuries ? Came hither ye Devout Souls, 
bewail with me fo greata Si ; come 
Love with me ſo great-a Love; come; 
with a Spiritual [Tunger, and offer :up4 
your hearts to reccive that Divine Noas 
riſhment, and prepare your Souls for 
this beloved Lord to Enter. 
: No 
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O ſooner had he finiſhed this o« 
ly Myſtery, but he yielded to be 
encompaſſed with the Sorrows of D.-2th ; 
having firſt kindly cautioned his Diſci- 
ples of the approaching Tragedy, the 
time of which he had often rold them 
was at hand, the Shepherd was to 
be ſmit:en, and the Flock ſcatter'd a- 
broad : They had hicherto repoſed 
their confidence in his Protection, and 
had all their ſafety from him; bur the 
time was coming when they too muſt 
drink of the Cup wliich was now pre- 
ping for him ; and that chey might 

e encouraged to follow his blelled 
ſteps he firit ſer them the Example of 
his patience, that they might tubmir 
with the greater Reſignation ; this was 
his time of Syfering for them, and he 
only would have them ſee how wil- 
lingly he would lay down his life for 
their Sakes; they might ſurely reſtiit 
unto Blood when he had trod the dread- 
ful path before th:m, bur we find his 
Suffcrings came on too falt, and were 
roo ſevere for them to bzhold. Thar 
ſtout Champion who had formerly con- 
feſled him ro be Chriſt, and was. fot 
dying with him, cou'd follow him now 
| F bur 
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but a far off: His 4gony in the Garden 
was but the beginning of Sorrows ; he 
there ſaw his Paſſion bur at a diſlance, 
though that caſt him upon his Knees, 
and betrayed the Horrors his Soul la» 
boured under. Our fins were preſling 
upon him, and he who knew no fin 
began to feel rhe weight of ours, and 
the Wrath of God which was duc to us 
for cvcr. 

Where, O my Soul, bchold him pro- 
ſtrate on the Ground, his Nature racked 
with an inſupportable Amazement, and 
the ſtream of his Blood turned a con- 
trary courſe, forcing it {clf through the 
porcs of his Body, and his Humanity 
ſunk by an extremity of Sorrow to the 
Gates of Death. 

He had no ſooner overcome this ter- 
rible Conflict, but behold the faral 
Meſſengers of his Afflictions ready to 
apprehend him; his own familliar 


Friend, who had ear of his Bread, cons. 
ducting them to the place where he was. 
This was . their hour, and he was to: 


ſuftker even for the ingratitude of his 
Murdcrers ; he finds himſelf now for- 
laken, as well as betrayed by his 


Friends, and they who could not watch 


for his faſery, cou!l} now fly for rheir 
O\vn 
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own. Thus deſolate and helpleſs was 
the innocent Lamb of God, expoſed to 
the extravigance of a Blood Thirſty 
People, who came upon him with 
Sword and Staves, but there was little 
heed of Guards to ſecurc one, who was 
ſo willing to bbey their Sammors; tho! 
their ſtrength and number cou 'd not 
add Refolurion to' their Guid:, fer his 
own Confeſlion, that 1 am 17 fe, aw'd 
them into a Reverence, made rhem go 
Backward,and fall to the-Ground. Bur 
now he lays aſide his Majeity,and fub- 
mits to their Rage, who with Infamy 
and Deriſion drag'd him to the Judg 7 
ment Seat. Where, though their Ma- 
lice was great enough to ſay any thing, 
tcou'd not thake their accuſations agree 
they laid to his Charge things that he 
never ſaid nor did, yer that with the 
Voices of the chicf Prie/fs niul prov 4;! 
and though the } 1dge dew Ar vs | him 71 
Guiltleſs; yet the Pcop:c had 230! 
therh a Law, by which he ou gn iO di: 
Even ro this, he opened not his 1:74 : 
bur ſubmirred to all that their Perc: 6 
Impudence and Cruelty cou'd invent.S!: cg 
he had profeſt himſelf their King, they 
were relolved not to lead him ro £xc- 
cation, befare they Cloatlied nim wita 
oo Fa 
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Veſtments of Deriſion, - Crown him with 
a Diadem of Aftiftion, And put the 
Scepter of Weakneſs into his Hand; 
they Bow the Knee before him, Salute 
him King, and to fill up their /ngrati- 
tude, inhumanly defile his Face with 


Spittle. Aﬀer the Horrid Pomp of | 


this Solemnity was over, they diveſted 
him of this Dignity, and proceeded to 
treat him like a Slave, and that his 
Death might appear more dreadful; they 
uſher it in with all its 7Zerrors, with 
Stripes, and Scourges, and all the Tor- 
ments their malice could Inflict. Thus 
bruiſed and wounded with the weight 
of our Tranſgreſſion, he aſcends the 
laſt ſteps of his Paſſion, and without the 
leaſt ReluQance, ſtretches out his Arms 
ro be fix'd on the moſt painful inſtru- 
ment of Death, where, O my Soul, 
b. hold the Son of Man lifted up! O 
dea-elt God, who waſt Wornded, Def- 
piſed, Crucified, and Crowned with Thorns, 
and for my fins wert Naz/ed to the Croſs, 
| beleech thee by the Merits of chem 
all, O ſweeteſt Jeſus,to pardon my Of- 
f11CCS. 

H:3 Death was now a haſlning on, 
and imncir Civertion near to a Conclu- 
lon; they were refolyed to make the 


beſt 
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beſt uſe of their time,and make their in- 
gratitude laſt as long as his life; they rail 
on Him, treat him:with all the: marks of 
Infamy, and continue their Revi/ings to 
his dying Minute. Their Madneſs, Fol- 
ly, and Aggrevations reached Heaven, 
ut the World into diſorder, and turn- 
ed the Day into Night, but could not 
move his Sou/; he ſaw their Madneſs, 
felt che weight of their Offexces, and on- 
ly | golden for their Forgiveneſs ; he pit- 
tied their Miſery, ana when they en- 
deavor'd to pull:the Vengeance of his 
Blood upon their Heads, he was ſhed- 
ing it as Sacrifice for their Michenneſs. 
Bur when the Majeſty of Heaven grew 
Angry, and exerted his Fury, and laid. 
on him the iniquities of us all, he trem- 
bled at his Wrath, 'cou'd not bear the' 
direction of the Deity, and groan'd a- 
way his Soul, when God with-drew: 
his preſence from his ſupport ; yer, nei- 
ther the Frowns of his angry Father, 
nor the Rage of Men or Devils could 
make him ſink,till all was fullnId, which 
the Scriptures ſpake concerning him ; 
when that was finiſh'd he only tarried 
to recommend his Mother to: the pious 
care of his beloved Diſciple, bowed? his 


Head, and-gave up the Ghoſt.” - © | 
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O crucified Jeſus, let thy Blood waſh 
my Scu', I am not aſhamed of thy Croſs, 
but adore thee in thy Paſſion, and acknow» 
ledge thee to Le God. 

Let us now turn the Scene, and think 
how we have offended this God, and 
lived ina continual Rebellion,and then of 
what puniſhment ought we to be thought 
worthy, who have Slighted, Contem- 
ned, and abuſed ſuch infinite Mercy: ; 
Who have returned the Love of God 
with the baſeſt ingratitude, and had no 
other reaſon for our Wickednefſs, but 
that God was Good 2 What an incon- 
ceivable Mercy is it that we are not 
this minute in thoſe unquenchable 
Flames, where the exquiſitneſs of the 
Torment ſhould oblige us inſtead of 
crying for Mercy to breath out horrid 
Biaſphemies ? And as we lighted his 
Ggrg:nment here, Curſe and Dam his 
ſeverity. there, ſtill ſinking our ſelves 
deeper inthe intollerable Miſery, where 
will be no Mittigation of the 7orment, 
nor 2nd: to our ſad Afiifiovn. Let us 
conſtrain all the forces of our Sou! to 
praiſe Gcd that we are alive, entreating 
ys Pardon: Ler us beg. Pardon even 
fgr taking; that liberty to praiſe him, 
and withal, thay he would ſtill help us 


ro 
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to praiſe him more. O let us reflect on 
every thing that may move us to con- 
feſs our Wickedneſs, and be ſorry for 
our ſins. 

The thoughts of theſe things may 
well enough pur us in a heat, and when 
our Paſſions are throughly urged, vent 
themſelves in Sighs, and earneſt deſires 
of Reconciliation, that both of them may 
meet with ſucceſs ; let us add. alms to 
our Faſting and Prayer, for when our Pe- 
titions are thus aſſiſted, the mercy of 
God will not deny us a ſuitable return ; 
therefor2 in the entrance to our Dcyos 
tion, let us ſet apart ſomething for the 
Poor, and humbly offer ir up in the fol- 
lowing form. 


0 God, Blefſed be thy Name, all things 
come of thee, and of thine own 'do I xow 
give thee; O let this Alms be as an Odour 
of a ſweet ſmell; and acceptable in thy 


fight. 
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Preparttory Prayers before the Com- 


munzon. 


Lmighty Eternal God, thou art 
the comforter of all that call up- 
on thee, thou haſt concluded all under 
ſin, that thou mighteſt have Merc 
upon all, Look upon me, O God 
and have pitty on me, lying in my Bl/ood 
and Miſery in my Shame and in my Sins, 
in the fear and guilt of thy Wrath, in 
the ſhadow of thy Death, and in the 
Gates of /Hel/. I confeſs to thee, Q 
God, what thou knoweſt already, but 
I confeſs it to glorifie thy Mercy, who 
haſt ſpared me 1o long ; I am guilty of 
the vileſt and baſeſt Fo//zes, which uſu» 
ally diſhonour Foe/s, and the worlt of 
Men; I have been Proud and Cove- 
tous, Envious and Luſtful, Angry, In- 
devout and Irrcligious, reſtlets in my 
Paſſions, Senſual, hating wiſe Coun- 
ſels, and ſoon weary of the Offices of a 
Floly Religzon. I cannot give an ac- 
count of my Time, and I cannot reckon 
the Sins of my Tongue ; my Crimes are 


In-., 
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Intolerable, my ImperfeRjons Shame- 
ful, and my Omiſſions Innumerable ; 
What ſhall I do, O thou preſeryer of 
Men? I'm fo Vile I cannor expreſs ir, 
ſo Sinful that I'm odious to my ſelf, 
and I'm much more Abominable in thy 
ſight. I have ſinned againſt thee with- 
out Neceſlity,ſometimes without 'Temp- 
tation, only becauſe T would Sin. I 


have been ſo Ungreatful, Fooliſh and 


Unrcaſonable, thar 1 _— out my 
awn Eyes, that I might with confidence 
and without fear, fin againſt ſo good a 
God, ſo mighty a Redeemer ; my ſin is 
grown ſhameful, and aggravated cven 
to Amazement. O God, I'm amazed 
and confounded in thy preſence. 


UT yet, O Ged, thou art the* 
healer of our Breaches, and the 
licer up of our Head. I muſt not de- 
ſpair, I'm ſure thy gooneſs is infinite, 
thou' doeſt not delight in the Death of 
a Sinner, my ſins,though very grear,are 


infinitely leſs than thy Mercies ; I'm 


not worthy to look up to Heaven, bur 
be thou pleaſed ro look down into the 
Duſt ; ler me, not periſh in. my Folly, 
or be conſumcd in thy. Diſpleaſure ; 


ive me time ra Repent, give me the 


Power 


7-4 AWnice to tholſt:who never 
power of thy Spirit, that as by thy 
Gifcand Mercy I intend to amend what 
is amiſs, ſo I may indeed. have Grace 


and Power faithfully to fullfil the ſamg.. || :- 


Inſpire me ' with the Spirit of Repen- 
rance and Mortification, that I may al- 
ways fight againſt my ſins, till I be 
more than Conqueror. Support me 
with a Holy Hope, confirm me with 
an excellent Operative, and unrepro- 
vable Faith, enkindle a bright and 
burning Charity in my Soul, and grant 
by the power of thy Spirit, I may 0- 
vercome all Carnal and Spiritual Wick- 
edneſs, be wholly delivered from ſin, 
preſerved from thy Wrath, and ar laſt 
paſs on to the Glories of thy Kingdom, 
through Jeſus Chriſt my Saviour. 


PI — 
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A Meditation of St. Auſtin. 


Efore thy Eyes, O Gracious Lord, 

we bring our Crimes ; before thee 

we expoſe rhe Wounds of our bleeding 
Souls : That which we ſuffer! is bur lit- 
tle; that which we deſerve, is 2ntole- 


rable, We fear the Puniſhment of our + 


S1ns, oy / 4 , 
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Sins, but ceaſe not. pertinaciouſly to 

proceed in /imning. Our Weakneſs 'is 
| ſometimes ſmitten with thy Rod ; bur 
. 1:Sur Zntquity is not changed. When thou 
'{miteſt us, then we confeſs our Sins ; 
but when thy Yi/1tation is paſt, then 
we forget that we have wept. When 
thou ſtretcheſt forth thine Zand, rhen 
we promiſe to do our Duty ; but when 
thou rakeſt it away, we perform no 
Promiſes. If thou ſtrikeft, we cry to 
thee to ſpare us ; but when thou ſpa- 
| reſt, we provoke thee again to Anger. 
Thus; O God, the Gu//ry confeſs be- 
' fore thee : Unleſs thou givelt us Par- 
| don, it is but juſt we periſh. - But, O 
Almighty God, our Father, grant to us 
what we ask, cycn thought we deſerve 
itnot. Pardon us, O Gracious Father ; 
and take away all our Sx : Deſtray the 
Work of ihe Devil, let the Enemy have 
no part in us : Acknowledge the Work 
| of thine oun Hand, the Price of thine own 
| Blood, and the Purchaſe of thine own [ts 
heritance ; and bring us ro the Place 
which thou haſt deſign'd for us by the 
Blood of the Everlaſting Covenant, by the 
Pains of thy Creſs, and the Gories of thy 
Refſurrettion, O Roly and Bleficd Feſus, 
* | ; OÞr. Refermer, | 

” A ' | Moſt 
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Oſt merciful God and Father ! 1 
thine unworthy Servant, render 
my humbleſt Thenks to thy 

fty, that ir has pleas'd thee, notwith- 
ſtanding my Unworthineſs, to give mea 

Fleart to-approach thy Bleſſed Sacrament, 
Give me thy Grace, that I may be a 
rious Spender of my Time this Week, fo 
as I may belt reſiſt or prevent all 7Zem 
tation. Let thy Grace ſo perpe.ually 
alliſt and encourage m'7 Endeawvours, 

condud my W/, and fortifie my Intex 


tions, that I may perſevere in that holy 


Condition which thou haſt put me in by 
the Grace of the Covenant, and the Mer- 
cies of the Holy Jeſus. Oh, ler me ne- 
ver fall into thoſe Sis, and retire to that 
vain Converſation, from which the Eter+ 
nal and Merciful Saviour of the World 
hath redeemed me. Let thy Preventing 
Grace daſh all Temptations a their Ap» 
proach, that my Hopes be never dit- 
compos'd, my Faith weaken'd, my Con- 
fidence made remiſs, nor my Portion be 
leſſen'd in the Covenant.Give me Grace to 
put on the Wedding-Garmett.: And ſince 
thou haſt commanded me to examine 
my ſelf, let-me ſeriouſly conſider and res 


view my Life and Afzors ; and how- I, 
; am/2 
i Þ 


4 


Divine Maje- 
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am prepar'd for ſo weighty an Action: 
I defire to do this, O Lord, help my 
weak Defires. Give me Power to live 
more exactly than I have done. I con- 
feſs, O Lord, Iam by Nature a Child of 
Wrath ; give me therefore a True and 
Lively Faith, that I ray be ſpiritually 
join'd to thee by the Viſible Signs of 
Bread and Wine : And 1o cleanſe my 
Soul, that thou mayelt rake up thy F7- 
bitation within me. I know, O Lord, 
I am unworthy of this Blefing ; yer fot 
thy Name ſake, beſtow it upon me : 
And when I preſent my ſelf before thee, 
at thy Table, reſtrain my Wandring and 
Idle Thoughts ; let them be ſeriouſly fix'd 
on the Death of my Savicur : And as 1 
receive this Bread and Wine for Bodily 
Saſtenance, ſo cauſe me to feed on the 
Body and Blood of my Saviour, that it 
may be real Nouriſhment to my Sow! : 
Which I beg for the ſake of him woo 
offer'd both his Body and Blood for my 
Saltation; Jeſus, thy Son, and my Re- 
deemer. Amen. 


Moſt Good and Gracious Jeſus, 
bow excellent was thy Love to- 
wards us; thou leaveſt thy Body and 
Blood to be our Feod to Nouriſh us. 
< | O thou 


4 4 
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O thou true Food of my Soul, reccive 
me who . am to receive thee, quicken 
me with thy Spirit, feed me with thy 
Fleſh, ſatisfie me with thy Blood, and | 
ler me' receive Life from thee, to- 44 

and liveunto thee, O, my Lord, pive 
me a /zeart that I may think on thee, a 
Soul that I may love thee, and a /1ind to 
remember- thee. Let me find thee, O 
my liearrs deſire, ler me hold rhee, O 
thou whom my So/-doth love; O my 
life, for whom all things live, by which 
I live, without which 1 die. O,my Lord, 
let me renew this life of mine, by coms 
ing to thy Ho!y Sacrament : Where may 
I find thee but here? O that may faint 
inmy (elf, and depend on thee. O Lore) 
let me love thee, becauſe thou didſtfh 
love me: Where ſhall I get words to &x- 
preſs rhe ſigns of thy particular gfeat 
love towards me? I bleſs thee for my 
Cre.ition, Prefertation, and all the Blel. 
ſings of this life, but moſt of a!l for my 
Redemption, and the benefits convey'd to' 
us in the /7oly Sacrament. - O lec me go 
to thy Holy Table, to. reccive Life and 
Satvatiov. O rthatI may cry after God, 
even the living God ; that | may watch 
for thee more than they who watch for 
the Morning, and that my delight may'43 
be in thy Commandments, O God. FF 


de 
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"Dare not preſume to come to thine 
Altar, Moſt Holy Lord God, be- 
tore I have cleanſed my Mouth, by con- 
feſlion of my Sins, . waſhed my Hands 
in Zynocency, and purified my heart by 
profeſſion of my Faith in my Redeemers 
Blood ; for thy ſacred Word teaches me 
that Holy Thing muſt not be given to 
Dogs, nor Pearls caſt before Swine : 
with loathing of my ſelf, and greateft 
deteſtation of my rebellious corruption, 
I confeſs that never Dog ſo oft returned 
rohis Vomit, nor Sow to wallowing in 
the Mire,as I have to ſin and ſenſuality. 
I was at firſt conceived in Luft, and 
ſince Lu/# has conceived in me, and 
brought forth fin, and fin had long ago 
brought forth Death, if thy Grace and 
Mercy had not prevented it. I am not 
able ro conceive, what ſin I have con- 
ceived in my hcart, or uttered with my 
tongue, my beſt actions are tainted, 
how: much more my defects ; my Pray« 
e:s againſt fin are, through their many 
imperfeCtions unleſs thou cover them, 
abominable in thy ſight, how much 
more the ſins themſelves, againſt which 
I pray : All theremedies which thou haſt 
preſcribed in thy Law againft the mala- 
aies 


So Advice to thoſe who hever 


dies of my Soul have increas'd them, 
and ſo. improv'd my fir, that /i» is be: 
come above mcaſure /infu/. O Lord, 
thy - Commandments are excecding 
Broad, and extends. not only to our 
Words and Actions,but to our Thoughts, 
Deſires and AfﬀcCtion ; the ſmalleſt de- 
fire of /in, is fin, the very inclination 
to /in without conſent of the will, the 
delight in /ix againſt the conſent of the 
will, our vain fancies by Day, and 
dreams by Night, though not in our 
power to prevent, are pollutions in thy 
Eyes, who are purity it ſelf. Who 
then can ſay his Heart is clcan, or who 
knoweth how oft he offendeth? O 
cleanſe rhou_ me from my ſecret Faults, 
Pardon all my known and unknown 
Tranſgreſſions, whether they be Omilſſt« 
ons of any duty Comtnanded by thee, 
or Commiſſions of any thing forbidden. 
O looſe me from thoſe Bonds wheres 
with Satan and my own Lu/t have bound 
me ; thou ſeeſt I baveabundanc need of 
thee, but am ſo cloged with G//?, that 
I am not able to move towards thee. O 


let not my tmpenitence and unworthineſs. 


fruſtrate thy Mercies to me, and ſince 
thou haſt appointed this Spiritnal Feaſt 


for rich and famiſhed Souls, let my des 
{ices 
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fires be -anſwerable to my iced of it, 
and'do thou qualifie tne by thy Grace 
ro. receive the full benefits of -it. O 
Chrift hear me, and grant thatl imnay ap- 
proach thee, with more ſincere and fix- 
ed Reaſolutions of an intite Reformari- 
on; and let nie receive ſuch ſtrength 
from thee, as may enable me faithfully 
to perform them. Lord, there are ma- 
ny old Habirual Diſeaſes niy Sou/ groans 
under, and though I lie never ſ5 long 
ar the pool of Bethe/da; come never ſo 
often to. thy Table; unleſs thou be 
pleaſed to put forrh thy ltealing Vertue, 

they will ſtill remain uncuted.  Oth: u 
Bleſſed. Phyfr ician of Souls, heal me; ard 
grant I may ſv rouch thee, that r1e: e 


 lothſome Iflaes may imnidiately ftanch, 


that theſe Sickneſſes may not be unto 
Death, bur to the Glory of thy Me:cy 
in pardoning ſo polluted a Wre. cb. Lord, 

have Mercy on me, and grant I may ap- 
proach thy Holy 7, able with fach Jum. 
lity and Contritivng Love and»Der tion, 

thar thou mayeſft vouchſafe to come un- 


to me, atid communicate to me thy ſ}1f, 
- andali the Merits of thy Paſſion: I ac* 


knowledge tomy ſhame and ſorrow, thay 
this Feaſt has often been prepared, and 
I have wich frirolous excuſes abſented 

G my 
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my ſelf, oz if I have come, it has been 
rather to defy than adore thee ; I have 
brought ſuch 'Troops of thy profeſſed 
Enemies, unrepented fins, along with 
- me, as if I came not to commemorate, 
but renew thy Paſſion of what puniſh- 
ment ought 1 to be thought worthy, 
who have trampled under foor the Son 
of God, counted the B/o2d of the Cox 
venant an unholy thing ; by defiling 
my ſelf with ſenſual pleaſures,and break- 


ing my holy Yows ſince I received the. 


bleſſed Sacrament, and thereby have in- 
curred the greateſt danger by receiving 
that Unworthily, which can take away 
the guilt of my Sin; yet, O merciful 
Jeſus, this Blood is my only refuge; let 
this make my attonement, or I periſh F- 
ternally ; Wherefore didſt thou ſhed. it, 
but to ſave Sinners? O let me find its 
ſaving Efficacy, let not the price of thy 
Blood be utterly I:ſt, bur Pardon 
that heap of //z which I bring to thy 
Croſs to be forgiven, that ſo I may be 
an acceptable Gueſt at thy Holy Table, 
which I beg for thy Compaſſion Sake, 
Te;us my God and Savieur. 


Leſied and all ſufficient Savionr, T, 
the unworthicſt of thy Servants; 
pro- 
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roſtrare my ſelf at thy Metcy Scar, 
ably imploring that Pardon and For- 
giveneſs of my-multiplied 7ranſgreſſions, 
which render me unfit to receive the 
leaſt of thy. multiplicd Kindneſs, much 
leſs of heing made a partaker of ithe 
oreateſt in the participation of the Sa- 
cred Body and 'Blood in the Zloly Coms 
munion, Dear Redeemer, ler me ap- 
proach this Divine Iyſtitution, with a 
prepared Fleart,and 4 purified Soul. Ou 
that infinite Juſtice of rhe Almighty, in 
taking ſo full vengeance upon /1z, even 
upon thee his ohly beloved Sox, that we 
might fear and tremble ar the ſad Effeas 
of //2., O the infinite Mcrcy of the Al- 
mighty, ever to think of ſuch a reme- 
dy for miſerable Man's Reſtoratica, O- 
the equal Goodneſs of thee our deareſt 
Lord, who waſt a willing Sacrifice who 
waſt Content, Amtitious, FHungring and 
thirſting afrer our Salvation by thy dread- 
ful Paſſion, for which let me bow my 
ſelf at the Footſtool of thy Cro/s, and 
mourn for thy Sufferings,as occaſhon2d 
by my Sins. O let the drops of thy 
Blood trickle down into my Boſom, aad 
waſh our the ſtains of /4» there ; let thy 
Thorns pierce me to the Zeart, andthy 

ails faſten me to thee, as much as -c- 
Gi z Ver 
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yer they did thee to the Croſs : Thou 
that didſt entertain Judas with Tran- 
quility, and ſuffereſt him to kiſs thy 
Check,rejet not me thy unworthy ſup- 
plicant, but kiſs me with the BenediCti- 
on of thy Lips; and with the AﬀeQti- 
ons of a Sazz2r:; thou that diſt permit 
the Soldiers to bind thee, to fatisfie for 
my looſeneſs and abuſed liberty, bind 
me now unto thee with the Chains of 
Love, let that Holy Union diſlolve the 
Cords of Yanity, and ſubdue my Pal- 
ſions and unruly Deſires. Deareſt Lord, 
as in my Body of fx there is no parc 
free, ſo.inthy ſuffering Body there was 
no whole part ; nothing bur Sores and 
$ "___ Wounds and Bruiſes : 1 have of- 
fended in ail my parts, thou waſt ror- 
mented in all thine, ſo that with ſhame 


and forrow, I confeſs that. my ſins in-- 


flicted the miſery of. thy Paſtor by the 
hands of thy bartarous Enemies. O ler 
the Spear that pierced thy Heart, {wcer- 
cſt Jeſus, pierce mine with true Sorrow ; 
ler me contemplate on thy Paſſion, with 
1afinitc hatred of /1» that occaſioned it, 
and with infinite gratitude. to thy Love 
for performing the ſame. Tadore thee, 
O Lo:d, Bleſled Jeſus, for inſtiruting the 
{oly Sacrament, ftrike an awe into my 

o Soul 
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Soul when I approach ir, and create in 
me Heavenly diſpoſitions'to celebrate 
ſo Heavenly an inſticution ; let me ve- 
rily believe, that if with due preparation 
I come to thy Altar, as certainly as [ 
receive the outward ſings, ſo certainly 
ſhall I receive thy moſt bleſied Body and 
Blood; to receive which. ineftimable 
Bleſſing, O mercifyl Lord, do thou fir 
and prepare me for thy mercy ſake in 
Chriſt Jcfus our Lord. 


All ſufficient Saviour, teach me 
by thy great good Examples, O- 
bedience and Submiſſion to-rthy Di- 
vine Will. I humbly beſeech thee ſo to 
prepare my Soul to the due receiving 
of the Holy Sacrament worthily, that I 
may thereby -efteually fecl, taſt and 
ced on thee.my. Saviour Chriſt, [os 
may by thee have Eternal Life. Parh 
don, O Lord, pardon my unptepared- 
neſs to come to ſo Holy and. Divine a 
Miſftery, make thy Word and Sacrament 
always ſo powerful andrefteQual.in' my 
Heart, thar I may thereby be ſandified 
and renewed unto ail Holy: Obedience, 
unto thy Will, in the mortification. of 
my ſinful Corruptions, renewing of 
thy perfect Image in me unto” Eotineſs, 
G 3 Righte- 
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Righteouſneſs, Sobriety, Truth, Knous 
EEe Faith, Temperance and Chaſtity. 
O Bleſſed Jefus, by thee let me have ac- 
ceſs to thy Heavenly Father, that by 
thee he may accept me, who by thee 
is revcaled to me ; let thy Innocence and 
Purjty procure pardon for my unclean- 
neſs and diſobedience, let thy Humili- 
ry extinguiſh my Pride and Yanity, and 
thy Charity coyer the multicude of my 
Faults, and that thou wilt with the 
hands of thy Mercy, immediately afcer 
this life, receive my Soul into eyerlaſt- 
ing Joy and Felicity, there to Reign 
Wig thee for cver. 


AC oncluding Prayer. 


Lord God, into. thy hands I com- 

mit my Body, Soul, and Spirit, 
my 7 Ponghts, Words and Works, defi- 
ring wholly to be thine. O my God, 
Gracious and Merciful accept me in thy 
beloved Jeſus Chriſt ; for his ſake let 
me not go from þefore thee without a 
ibs, a Bleſſing of Pardon and Peace, 
a Ble ing" of thy Spirit and of thy Grace 
to come Holy to thy Table, a _— 
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of thy favour and of thy love in the 
Lord Jeſus ; thus Lord, fay of me that 
thou haſt Blefſed me, and I ſhall be thy 
Bleſſed for ever; pardon the defe&t of 
Prayers, my Coldneſs and Wandring in 
my Devotions, and deal with me ac- 
cording to thy Mercics in Chriſt Jeſus, 
who in compaſſion to my infirmatives 
has taught me to call thee Farther, an 
when I pray, to fay, | 

Our Father, &c. 

The Grace of our Lird Jeſus Chriſt, &c. 


Having performed theſe Devotions 
faithfully, let us wait for the Bleſfling 
of the Lord ; if we would have a ſpeedy 
anſwer to our Prayers, let us have re- 
ſpec& in all our Converſation to what 
we have becn doing. 'Tis not ſuffici- 
ent that we paſſionately beg God's Fa- 
Your, we muſt endeavour to deſerve it 
by performing his will, and when God 
ſees that we Hole him, he will not de- 
ny us the Bleſſings that are needful for 
us. *Tis not to be ſuppoſed, that Man - 
is ſerious who can be earneſt and Zea» 
lous in his Cloſeſt, but looſe and in- 
temperate in the World, or thar he is 
heartily deſirous to be caſcd of his bur- 
bhcn, who makes no other attempts to 
G 4 acquir 
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acquit himſelf, but when he is upon his 
Knees. Car we think ' God will hear 
the Prayer of a Man wha only asks to 
| be freed from his Infirmities 2 When the 
wicked Man turns from his Wickedneſs, 
and does that which is Lawful and Right, 
be ſhall ſave his Soul, and not before. ' If 
a Man that is an Adulterer, Laſcivios 
or Uuclean, would have his Yices rout- 
ed out, hemuſt firſt ſer himſelf againſt 
the Szz,cndeavour to mortifie the Luft, 
.and avoid rhe. occaſion: of his Folly, 
and then he may expe God's Pardon 
for the paſt, and aſhiſtince for the fu- 
ture: He ought during the time of his 
Tryal to beg God's Grace to help him 
in the conqueſt of this Fzemy, and if he 
is ſincere, may be ſure in a little time, 
that he will be.more than Conqueror; 
bur” don't ler us fly to God to fave us 
from thoſe Evils we. voluntary run in- 
to, which we don't care to avoid, and 
which are.no'longerwineafic than they 


ſenſibly affet'us. We ſhall but mock © | 


God,and provoke him to give us up to 
the: deceits of our own Heart; bur 'tis 
hoped” they ' who are arrived fo far in 
Fertue, as to ſet their Reſojutions to 
approachi the 4/tar of God, have no'ſuch 
cuſtom that” they rruly are __ 
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their Offences, and intend to lead a new 
life, that their Faith is ſuch as over- 
comes the World, that they have 
brought under their unruly Appetites, 
and are zealous of good Works, Theſe 
are the things about which we ought to 
Examine our ſelves, let this be our 
ſtudy, the nearer we approach this So- 
lemniry that fo we may ſearch every 
Corner of our Hearts, and when we 
have ſet our ways before our Eyes, there 
is no doubt but we ſhall bewail the ini- 
quity of them, and raiſe in our Souls 
an ardent love to Chriſt who is ſo rea- 
dy to relieve us, and has done ſo much 
to bring us into Favour with God. Our 
-unworthineſs and his Mercy are ſufficient 
toexercife our thoughts our whole lives, 
we are aſtoniſhed at the one, and con- 
founded at the other; bur when we con- 
ſider his mercy extends to the other 
World, even to the making us happy 
for ever, we know not what to ſay are 
deſirous, our Eternity ſhould be paſſed 
away in his Praiſes, and even wiſh for 
the order of a Seraphim to expreſs our 
grateful acknowledgments in Foyful Fas 
lelujahs; they who conſider the dignity 
of.. this. Sacrament, will be deſirous of 
approaching rhither with all poliible 

K purity, 
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purity, and endeavour to.cleanſe thew- 
ſelves according to the - Purification. of 
the Gy In ſhort; let us bw 
get a true underſtanding of the Sacrx 
ment, and that will teach us our Duty; 


ſ 
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L-t us add the following Form to ou 
Devotions on Saturday Evenany. 


What ſhall T do to have my Soul 
wholly poſleſt with thee, but 
by coming to thy Holy Communien, 
there to ſeal the promiſes I have made 
to thee this Week, for the: future ty 
live more Godly? Suffer me (thy ju- 


ſtice laid aſide) to ſpeak unto thy mer 


cy, me Duſt and Aſhes, yet ſufter me. 
to ſpeak, being 'tis. to the mercies of 
God ; ſay unto my Soul, 7 am thy Sah 
vation, and hide not thy face from me, 
let me ſee it, though I die, leaſt other- 
wiſe I die, ſo as never to ſee it; the 
manſion of my Soul is tomarrow to ett 
rertain thee. O ket it be enlarged by 
thee, by my coming to thy Table, it 
is very ruinous, be thou pleaſed to re- 
pair it ; cleanſe me, O Lord, from my 
ſecrer ſins, from my preſumptuous 
4 wicked- 
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wickedneſs deliver thy Servant. 1 
have confeſſed theſe my ſins unto thee, 
and hope thou haſt forgiven the iniqui- 
ty of them. I do not contend in judg- 
ment with thee, for thou art the Truth : 
If thou, Lord, ſhouldſt mark iniqui- 
ties, Who may abide > But we have 
confidence in thy mercy through the 
merits of our Saviour and Mediator, 
who was alſo made known to the Saints 
of Old, that they -by the Faith of his 
Paſſion to come, as we by the Faith of 
it paſt, might obtain Salvation. As he 
was Man, he was Mediator, but as he 
was the Word, ſo he was no midling 
Perſon, becauſe cqual to God, and 


| God with God, rogerher with the Ho- 


ly Ghoſt, one God, How far haſt thou 
loved us, O thou good Father, who 
ſparedſt not thine only Son, bur de- 
livered him up for us ungodly 2 How 
far haſt thou' loved us, for whom he 
who thought it no Robery to be equal 
to thee, was made ſubject eyen to 
Death upon, the Croſs? Therefore do 
| juſlly repoſe ſtrong hope in thee, thar 
thou wilt heal all my Diſcaſes which are 
very great, but much greater is the cure 
wluch thou haſt provided. This is my 
great cielight, and ſo often as I ca1 be 
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releaſed from neceſſary affairs, I will 
repair to this pleaſure of coming to thy 
Table, neither find I in all theſe thingy 
which I run through any ſettlement for 
my: Soul, fave only in-thee. Behold, 
O Lord, | caſt all'my care upon thee, 
let me - live, and 1 will conſider the 
wonderful things of thy Law ; thou 
knoweſt my Jgnorance, my Infirmities, 
reach me, heal me, O Jeſus, in whom 
are hid all the Treaſures of Wiſdom, 
Redeem me with thine own Blov/, for [ 
meditate on it ; I Eat and Drink at thy 
Table, and defire to be ſatisfied there- 
with, amongſt thoſe who Ear, and are | 
ſatisfied. : 
Oh! Lord, thou ſeeſt how niuchT 
have left behind after all my dilligence 
tro cleanſe and purifis my Sou/, Alas! 
all my thoughts of thee are bur Dreams, 
my Defires bur a Yapowr, my love but 
a Flaſh, my Prayers are but a Breath, 
and my Tears will ſcarce fill a Buble; 
my Sorrow is no bigger than a Sigh, 
all that I do, I am aſhamed of it m 
ſelf, and thou mayeſt much more loath 
and diſpiſe ir. Come thou, O Lord, 
therefore and ſearch my heart, try me,. 
and know my thoughts, ſee if there be 
any way of Hips uo in me, and lead 
| me 
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we in the way Everlaſting. Do thou a- 
| waken in me moſt lively thoughts, do 
thou inkindle a burning affeQtion, open 
thou the Flood-gates. of my Eyes, and 
open. thou my Lips that my Mouth may 
and forth thy. praiſe. O my gracious 
God,. unleſs thou interpoſe thy power, 
Fam very much affraid I ſhajl not keep 
this lictle goodneſs till the next morn- 
ing, which now ſeems to be in me: 
Theſe weak Thoughts, theſe faint De- 
fires and ſickly Atfections that are in 
my Soul, I doubt will nor live a Night, 
unleſs thou find ways to preſerve and 
| cheriſh them ; my inveterate Habits of 
Evil will ſmother and choak theſe new 
Reſolutions, I am in fear thar all theſe 
Meditations will be flown away, while 
I am a ſleep, and my Houſe be foul a- 
ain, unleſs thou keep me. Ah! my 
car God, ſeeing I have beſtowed ſome 
{mall pains upon my heart, and have 
conceived ſome little hopes, ſuffer them 
| not to be daſh'd to pieces in a Night, 
ſpread the Wings of thy goodneſs ovyer 
| me, and maintain that, which not T, 
but thou thy ſelf haſt wrought. Lord, 
let me find when I awake, that my af- 
tletions and deſires are grown beyond 
the ſtrength of Man, and that thy pow- 


cr 
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er reſt upon me. Oh! let me (find 4; 


greater fervor than ever in thy Service; 
let that 
out, be blown into a Flame that will he 
ver expire ; ſo ſhalr thou draw mine 
Eyes towards thy ſelf alone, who work- 
eſt ſuch wonders, and my Lips ſhall e- 
ver flow with thy Praiſes. Lord, ifT 


may beg this Grace of thee, I am veri- 


ly perſwaded I ſhall languiſh after none 
bur thee; therefore my good Lord, [| 
leave my ſelf in thy hands, hoping that 
either 1 am, or would be, ſuch as that 
deſireſt, and if I am arrived but as-far 
as a Will and Deſire to be thine, that 
Will is thine, and therefore ſeeing rhe 
Will is mine too, and we both conſpire 
topether, I take the boldneſs to ſay; 
Lord, let thy will be done. Oh! ſfweer 
Saviour, -I was going to ſay, I am ſick 
of Love, that I cannot love except thon 
love me, and make me better, but I cor- 
ret my ſelf, and 'tis enough if I be ſick, 


becauſe I cannot love thee. Do then! ! 
make me ſick, or rather do thou make 
me well with love unto thee, ſo ſhall I 


come to thy Table with Joy and Glad- 


neſs, hoping that thou wilt kiſs me with 
the Benediction of thy Lips, for thy 
loye is better than Wine ; draw me, and” 


] 


fpark which I fear would gg 


Ton) 
hum! 
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-will run after thee, yea, we will run 
after thee, for I will proclaim to others 


' the loving Kindneſs of the Lord, 4- 


men. 
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Devotions for the Day we 
intend to Communicate. 


TT well becomes a Chriſtian's Picty to 


: welcome the day which brings our 
daviour ſo near to us, with acts of Joy 
and Thnaksgiving, for the approach of 
ſa great a Bleſſing. And finceone Night 
may breed roo great a damp, and chil- 
neſs. upoh our Spirits, it will be very 
wholeſome to renew thoſe Thoughts 
and AﬀeCtions that we left there when 
we went to Bed, and ſo goto the houſe 
of God, in a ſenſe of our unworthinels, 
to entertain ſo glorious a Perſon ; and 


| ina ſenſe of ſin which is the cauſe of 


that unworthineſs, together with a joy 
in our Souls, and Praiſes upon our 
Tongues that he will forgive them, 
humbly deſiring of the Lord that he 
will accept of us for his Habitation, 
and that he will come and enlarge our 

Souls 


96s Advice to thole who never 
Souls by a holy Loye to him, and long- 
ing after him, that there may be room 
for his Sacred Majeſty, ,and a. place 
clean and dreſſed to receive him. In 
order hereunto, as ſoon as we awake; 
let us adore that Sacred Majeſty of 
Heaven in the following Ejaculation, 


A Prayer. 


Merciful God, as thou haſt a- 
wakened my Body from ſlcep; 
ſo by thy Grace awaken my Sou! from | 
ſin; that I may appear before thee this 
day at thy Holy Altar, with a pure 
and undefiled Soul: O Jcluscloth me 
with the Wedding Garments of Righte- 
ouſnels; and-true Holincſs, that being 
a. worthy Receiver of thy Body and 
Blood, 1 may continue ſteadfaſt ro my | 
lives end, and at the laſt Trump,accor- | 
ding to thy. Bleſſed Promiſe, be made 
a pertaker of thy Heavenly Kingdom; 


Amen; 


. The. ſolemnity of this day requires 
a moſt: exact attendance in. the ſcrvice 
of God, all our affeRions ſhould be ſo 
imployed, that even the neceſlaries of ' 
this life, ought not to incumber our. 
| Souls, 
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96uls, or take off thoſe Holy Medita- 


tions which ſhould be inſeperate ro our 
Minds, much more ſhould we diſpence 
with things of leſs momenr, and there- 
fore however we indulge our ſelyes ar 
other times; let us now take leaye of 
our Bed, and prepare to meet our God 
with humble Addrefles, and riſing with 
a thankful acknowledgment for the 


Mercies of theNight palt, ler us ſay, 


Glory le to thee, O Lord, for watching 
over me this Night. | 
Lord,raiſe me up at the laſt day to life 
everlaſting. | 
In the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who was crucified for me, I ariſe ; he by 
his croſs and Paſſion, ſave bleſs and pre- 


ſerve me this day and for ever, Amen. 


' As ſoon as we are Dreſlcd, let us 


| retire into our Cloſet, and before we 


proſtrate our ſelves at the Throne of 


| Grace, exerciſe our Thoughts a lictle 


upon-the approaching Solemnity, and 
reflect upon our baſe ingretitude, con- 
ſider how infinitly unworthy we are of 
{uch an incſtimable benefit, and then 
kt us adore that inexpreſlible Good- 
neſs which gives us ſo glorious an op- 
portunity of waiting on our loving 
Lord at his Holy Altar, after ſuch a 

H " Iglia 
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religious confuſion of Soul, let us hume 
ble our ſelves, and ſay. 4 
Good Lord pardon thy ſervant who ex- 
deaveurs to prepare his heart to ſeek thee, 
though T be not cleanſed according to the 
Purification of the Santtuary. 


m— — ny 


A Prayer. 


Lord, 1 do not preſume to come to 

that great Feaſt of thy Body and 
Buood, upon the leaſt opinion of niy own 
worthineſs ; for when I look upon my ſelf, 
T dare not come leaſt I ſhould Eat and 
Drink my own Damnation ; Hut when I 
conficer thy infinite Mercies unto us, and 
thy own words calling all men without ex-+ 
ception, and knowing that thy crucified 
Body is not only food to nouriſh, but Phy- 
fick to cure: I Leg leave that am bat Duſt 
and Aſhes to c. me to thy Flely Table, and 
with my weak Faith, to feed upon ſome 
Crumbs of the Bread of Life. I confeſs, 
O Lord, I have no Wedding Garments on 
nc, but I come to ſeek them at thy Croſs, 
frei thy bitter ſorrows to derive into my 
Sel a Gedly ſorrow working an ut feigned 
Repentaiice, from thy brexen Budy, a oy 
en 


ten Heart, from thy warm Blood flowing 
from thy wounded fide, Zeal and ferven- 
cy, that I may love and admire thee my 
God as I ought to do. I come, O Dear 
Teſus, to fetch Elumility and Temperance, 
Chaſtity and Charity, and whatever thou 
ſeeſt-needful for me. O bury all my fins 
in thy Grave, my ſtony Heart, my na- 
tural Corruptions, and wile Aﬀetions; 1 
come, O Lord, to fetch a new life ſrom 
thy Holy and Bleſſed Reſurrettion, for I 
ftand in amazement when I conſider my 
own wileneſs, and how miſerable my end 
muſt be when the Heavens are not pure in 
thy fight, and the very Angels are charg- 
ed with folly; there is no Holineſs, 0 
Lord, if thon with-draw thy Hand, ns 
Wiſdom profits if thy Government ceaſes, 
when thou leaveſt as we periſh, we are un- 
fable ard unſecure unleſs ſecured and con- 
firmed by thee, we fly to thee for he;p, and 
yet depart from thy Commandments. 0 
how meanly do I deſerve to be thought of, 
how little and inconfiderable is the goed [ 
do; how innumerable, how intollerable are 
the Evils I have done, many good things 
have I received from thee; but I have a= 
bus'd them; thou haſt given me Grace, 
but I have turned it into Wantonneſs, thou 
didſt create in me a hope of Glory, but T 
2 have 


x00 Advice to thoſe'whs never 
' have loſt my Confidence. Wherefore bes 
hold, O Lord, I come unto thee, thou 


mighteſt indeed juſtly cenſure the approach 


of ſuch a polluted Creature to be a daring 
preſumption, but I beſeech the condemn not 
the attion, but behold the motives which 
drew me hither, even my own miſeries and 
thy mercies. I increaſe the number of my 
fins, what ſhall I do to thee, O thou pre- 
ſerter of Men? Who ſhall raiſe me up when 
I ſhall fall before thy dreadful Judgment 
Seat? Twill lay my Face in the Duſt, and 
confeſs my ſelf to be notling. Pitty my 
Shame, O God, bind up my Wounds, re- 
move thoſe fins that ſo eafily overcome me, 
and unite me to my Savieur Jeſus. 
help me to ſupply in Humility what ] want 
in worthineſs, let my mean and juſt opi» 
nion of my ſelf, my bended Knees, and 
broken Heart, ſhew that I dur(t not have 
adventured ſo nigh, if thy mercy had not 
hcld out the Golden Scepter ; O then dear 
Tejus, be a Jeſus to me, and let this Sa- 
crament Fe a ſavor of life, and thy Body 
the Bread of life, thy Blud the purifier of 
ry ſinful life : O ſend me not empty awa), 
for 1 ſhall faint and dic, I cannot [ve 
heat thee ; O let vertue come from thee 
and heal my Sickneſs, do thou appear to 
#y Soul in theje holy Myſteries, enlighten 
| my 
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my Darkneſs, turn me from all vain im- 
aginations and illuſions of the Enemy, all 
perverſneſs of Will, all Violence and [n= 
erdinate Paſſions, ſenſual Defires, Lulf 
and Malice, Gluttony, Pride, Ervy and 


" Detrattion ; let not [in reign in my mortal 


Body, nor the Divel lead my Will captive, 
vor the World abuſe my underſtanding, nor 
debauch my Converſation. O grant I may 
receive theſe Divine Myſteries, for the a» 
mendment of my Life, and for a defenſa- 
tive againſt all my fins, for the increaſe of 
Vertue, and the perfetlion of the Spirit ; 
this I beg, O merciful God, for the ſake 
of thy Eternal Sou; my crucified Saviour 
and Redeemer Jeſus, Amen. | 


Here riſing up, read as Fol[ops. 


ND as they were Fating, Jeſus 

A - took Bread and gave thanks and 
bleſled it,and breakr it, .and gave it to 
his Diſcipies, and ſaid, Take, Eat this 
is my Body which is given for you, this do 
in remembrance of.me '; likewiſe alſo, he 
took che Cup, and when he had giyen 
thanks, he gave it-ro them, ſaying, 
Drink ye all of it, for this Cup-is the 
New Teſtament- in my Blood which is 
ſhed for you, and for many,for the Re- 
M4 miſſion 
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miſſion of ſins, and they all drank of 
it, ' Verily I fay unto you, 7 wil not 
drink henceforth of the Fruit of the Vine, 
until that day when I drink it new in the 
Kingdom of God my Father. 

I adore thee, O Bleſſed Jeſus, for in- 
ſtituting [this Holy Sacrament ; QO let 
thy Divinity thus ſtampr on it, ſtrike 
into my Soul a holy awe in approach- 
ing it; O create in me a HeaydnMil- 
poſition to celebrate ſo Heavenly an 
Inſtitution, and for thy Mercies ſake, 
pardon all my ſtupid forgetfulneſs, and 
ingratitude hitherto ; do now create in 
me ſuch a thankful and lively remem- 
brance of thy dying love, that may ex- 
cite me to give up my ſelf intirely to 
thee, as thou didſt give up thy ſelf on 
the Croſs for me. - | Kneeling ſay, 


Cm—_ g 
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A Prayer. 
D's, O facred and undivided Tri- 
a 


wity, an unworthy, wretched, weak,” 
ud wounded Soul,” opprefſed with an intol- 
lerable weight of Mijery, terrified with the 


conſideration of thy inſcrutable Fudgments, 


confounded with the memory of ber baſe in-' 
; ; grat itude | 
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gratitude, "and encompaſſed with ſorrow. 
[/ have wit h t he pr odigal waſted that pore 
tion of Grace thou tidſt beſtow upon me,and 
therefore do infinitly want a ſupply out of 


"> oy 


.w 


: | thy T] reaſury - bat, O Lord, how hat ſuch 
; a wretch as I dare to approach this Foly 
Table, how fhall thzs ſpiritual Manna, this 
R Food of Angels be given to one*Who has 
: choſen to feed on Fluſcks withyVTue? nay, 


to one, ho has ſo often trampled upon theſe 
precious things, either careleſly neglefing 
or unworthily reteiving theſe holy Myſte- 
| rics. O Lord, my horrible guiltineſs makes 
| me not dare to ſtay away, for where ſhall 
my polluted Soul Le waſhed, if not in this 
Fountain which thou haſt opened for fin and 
wncleanneſs, hither therefore I come, and 
thou haſt promiſed him that cometh thou 
wilt in no wiſe caſt out; this is, 'O Lord, 
the Blood of the New Teſtament, grant me 
| ſo to receive it, that it may be far the re- 
miſſion of my fins, and though I have ſo of- 
ten, and ſo wretchedly broken my part of 
that Covenant whereof the Sacrament is a 
ſeal, yet be thou graciouſly pleaſed to make 
good thine ; be merciful to my unrighteouſ< 
| meſs, and remember my fins no more, and 
not only ſo, but place thy Laws in my Mind, 
and write them in my Heart, and by the 
power of thy Grace, diſpoſe my Soul 
H 4 to 
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to ſuch a ſincere and conſtant Obedience that 
T may never again provoke thee. Lord 
grant that in theſe holy Myſteries, I may 
not only commemorate, but effetlually re- 
ceive my bleſſed Saviour, and all the bene- 
fits of his Paſſion; and to that end, give 
me ſuch a preparation of Soul as may quali- 
fie me for it ; give me a deep ſenſe of my 
fins and unworthineſs, that being weary 
and heavy leaden, I may be capable of his 
refreſhings. Raiſe up my dull and earth- 
ly mind from groveling here below, andin- 
ſpire it with holy Zeal, that I may with 
ſpiritual affeftions approach this ſpiritual 
Feaſt ; and let, O Lord, that infinite love 
of Chriſt in dying for ſo wretched a ſinner, 
mnflame my frozen and benumed Soul, and 
kindle in me that ſacred fire of love to him, 
and that ſo vehement, that no water may 
quench, no floods drown it, ſuch as may 
burn up all my droſs, and not leave one 
unmortified Luſt within me, and ſuch as 
may alſo extend it Jef to all whom thou 
haſt given me command to love, even my 
Enemies as well as Friends. O Lord, [ 
beſeech thee cloath me with the Wedding 
Garment, and mate me though of my ſelf 
a moſt unworthy, yet by thy mercy an ac- 
ceptable gueſt at thy Holy Table, that 1 
may not eat and drink my own Condemnaz 
148 
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tion, but may have my Pardon ſealed, my 
Weakneſs repair d, my Corruptions ſubdu- 
ed, and my Soul ſo inſeperably united to 
thee, that no temptation may be ever as 
ble to diſſolve the Union, but that being 
begun here, in grace it be conſummated in 
Chery Grant this, O merciful. Father, 


for thy dear Sons. ſake, Feſus Chriſt our 
Lord. 


Nce more, O my Soul, con- 
| template that thou art now a pre- 
paring thy ſelf for that Divine Banquer, 
which thy loving Lord inſtituted a lit- 
tle before thoſe Sufferings and thar 
Death, before the breaking of his Bo- 
dy, and the ſheding cf his Precious, 
Sacred, and Royal Blood, which he 
declared to be ſignified by the breaking 
of the Bread, and the pouring out of 
the Wine, for he went that very Night 
into the Garden, wherc his pious Soul, 
apprehenſive of Divine Wrath, humbly 
addreſſed with reiterated ſupplications 
for Relief, and being ſenſible of rhe 
miſerics of Mankind preſſing hard upon 
his ſpotleſs Soul, the Torments of the 
approaching Croſs, the executing Ter- 
rors cf the Powers of Darkneſs, and the 
whole Artillery of an inceate.| God, 
y whicn 
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which he was in little time to graple 
with ; they ſhock his very - Nature, 
melted him intro ſtreams of Blood, and 
1o caſt down his Spirits, that nothing 
leſs than an Angel of the preſence, was 
able ro mittigate the conflicts of this o- 
therwiſe inſupportable Agony. Theſe 
are but the beginning of Sorrows, for 
no ſooner then Mercy overcame the 
affliting conyulſion of his Soul, who 
was ſorrowful to Death, but he began 
To fertifie his kind intentions to' por 
Man, by that inexpreſſibly loving, and 
unparallel'd Reſignation to the will of 
his Heavenly Father, he chearfully pro- 
ceeded to offer up that Sacrifice which 
was to appeaſe the Divine Juſtice for 
the iniquities of an impious World; 

when after a moſt exemplary ſubmiſſion 

to the aftronts and injuries of implaca- 

ble Spirirs, the ingrateful Malice, and 

ſupercillious Envy of thoſe who thirſt- 

ed for his Blood, being deſpitefully a- 

buſed, afflicted and tormented, denied 

by ſome, forſaken by others, deſolate 

and comfortleſs in every ſenſe, truly a 

Man of ſorrows was forced to add 

weight to his paſt Sufterings, and bear 

the Croſs of his own Crucifixion. 


Where 
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* | Where, O my Soul, behold by Faith 
| the Lamb of God lifred up for- the ſins 
of the World. O humble thy ſelf into 
the center of thy own nothing, for of 
what puniſhment oughteſt thou ro be 
thought worthy, that haſt ſo inſenſed 
the Majeſty of Heaven, to give up the 
innocent and moſt Holy Jeſus, thy beſt, 
thy only Friend, and his dear Son to be 
Tortured 'and Tormented for thy ſins 
O how cruelly was he ſcourged with 

Wips, wounded with Thorns, loaden 
with the Croſs, torn with Nails, picr- 
ced with a Spear, and- racked on the 
moſt painfal inftrument of Death, his 
lovely Face defiled with Blood and 

Spitting, his Ears fill'd with Upbraid- 

ings and Curſes, his Eyes drenched in 
Tears for the ruine of his Enemies, and 

his Soul amazed ar the Terrors of an 

angry God ; 'till at Icngth all wounded, 
broken and bloody with many groans, 

yet with admirable patience he breaths 

out his Soul wich infinire Charity and 

Forgivenets. 

O holy Jeſu ! how excellent is thy 
Goodneſs 2 Oye bleſied Hoſt of Hea- 
ven, who rejoice at the converſion of a 
| ſmner, adore and praife that unknown 
forrow, which ye your ſelves contem- 
plate with awful admiratiun. [ 
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I cannot doubt thy power to eaſe 
me, becauſe of theſe Suffrings of thy 
Love ; I muſt not queſtion thy willing- 
neſs, who calleſt me of thy own accord, 
nor dare I ſuſpe& thy ſincerity, wha 
art Truth it ſelf, and always in carneſt 
wich poor ſinners ; my Guilt has made 
me think to fly from rhee, bur thy mel- 
ting Voice has encouraged 'me to turn 
ro thee, and laid me proſtrate ar thy 
feet, groaning under my Offences; bur 
if thou wilt pitty me, I am ſafe ; if thou 
art pleaſed, I am caſed; if thou pardon 
me, my burden is gone ; and if thou 
wilt take away this intollerable Load, 
I will then venture to draw nearer e- 


ven to thy Altar, O holy Jeſu, there 
to receive more refreſhment from thy; 
mercy. Come unto me, all ye that are 


weary and heavy leaden, and I will give 
you reſt. Theſe are thy words, O Chri/t, 
for thou haſt ſpoken them, and they 
are mine, becauſe ſpoken for my fal- 
vation. O ſweet and amiable words 
in the car of a poor ſinner, by which 
thou inviteſt an indigent, ſtarv'd wretch 
to pertake of rhy Body : But who am 
I, O Lord, that I ſhould come 2 The 
Anzzis and Archangels reverence thee, 
thy Saints and holy Ones fear before 
thee, 
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thee, and yer thou ſayeſt unto me,come: 
Unleſs thou haſt ſaid it, who could 
have believed-it to be true? Unleſs thou 
hadſt commanded it, who durſt haye 
attempted this approach ? 

Does my Saviour invite 2 and ſhall 
I go? Shall a finner dare to fir down 
at his Table ? Does he invite, and ſhall 
I not go ? Shall a Wretch preſume to 
refuſe his Call? Riſe then, my Soul, 
and take thy ſwifteſt wings, and fly to 
the preſence of this great Myſtery. 

A Feaſt of Holy Bread and Holy 
Wine, in repreſentation of thy ſacred 
Body and Blood, where thy all glo- 
rious ſelf is freely to the meaneſt gueſt 
a feaſt of peace and love, and incom- 
parable ſweetneſs, to which thy own 
bleſt mouth thus kindly calleſt us. 

Bur ſtay, aml dreſfled like a friend 

» of the Bridegroom, that I ſafely may 
come to the hneriage Supper ; have [ 
conſidered how chaſt thoſe eyes ſhould 
be which go to behold the God of purity ; 
have I conſidered how clean that mouth 
ſhould be, which preſumes to eat that 
Bread of Heaven, but moſt, how all 
exleſtial thar Soul ſhould be which 
aſpires to a union with the Body of 

Chriſt: # | 

- Oh : 
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Oh! how poor, and dull, and empry 
am I, how infinitly unworthy of ſo di- 
vine a Sacrament; yet am I call'd by 
him that can Command, by him that 
ſees and pitries my miſery ; he bids me 
come, he furcly will receive me, and 
with his bounteous fullneſs ſupply my 
defeats. 
. Go then, my Soul, to that ſacred Ta- 
ble, and take thy part of that delicious 
banquet; go all inflamed with Love 
and joy, and hope,and quench thy holy 
Thirſt with that ſpring of bliſs, when 
thou haſt raſted his everlaſtingſweetneſs, 
and feeleſt his heavenly ſtreams flow 
gently on thee ; open thy happy breaſt, 
and ſuck thoſe Waters in, and let them 
freely run over all thy powers. 

Let them ſoak deep to the root of thy 
heart, and turn thy barren. heath into 


a fruitful ſoil; fruitful in holy thoughts, - 


and pious words ; fruitful in good, juſt 
and charitable Deeds, fruitful in good 
examples; and God of his infinite good- 
neſs confirm all this, that my Soul may 
bleſs his holy Name here, and with the 
whole hoſt of Heaven ſing Hallelujah 
to him that firs upon the Throne, and 
to the Lamb for ever hereafter, A4- 
men. [ Our Father, &c. A 


— 
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O Lord,bleſs meand keep me,this day. 
O Lord make thy Faee to ſhine upon. 
me, and be gracious unto me. 
O Lord, litt up the light of thy coun- 
renance upon me, and give me peace 
this day, and for eyer. Amen. 


The Bleſſings to be obtained, and the 
ſenſe of our Unworthineſs, which ſure- 
ly by this time is ingrafred in our 
hearts, will inform us, that each mo- 
ment of this day ought to be carefully 
employed, and therefore in every in- 
tcryal when we can't be upon our knees, 
let our holy Meditations carry us a- 
boye the contemplations of this world ; 
and as this is a day of rejoicing, in 
which our Souls are to be ſolaced with 
the raviſhing ſweet of ſo divine a re- 
paſt, let our Actions atteſt this inward 
fatisfation, and ſhew in ſome ſort by 
their humble demeanor, that they are 
touched with a ſenſe of thoſe incom- 
parable delights, and can relinquiſh 
their ſenſual Enjoyments to artend the 
Devotions of their betrer part. After 
we have thus diſcharged our Duties in 
private, let us prepare for our more ſo... 
lemn Devotions in the Houſe of God. 
In our way thither, let us endeayour 
ro 
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to get ſtronger apprehenſions of 'God, 
and the inviſible Majeſty that dwells 
there : Let us fſtrerigthen our Faith by 


4 poſitive belief of rhe prefence of the 


Moft High, and this will occaſion a 
holy Awe and Reverence when we eti- 
ter the Church, and cauſe us to ſay 
with humility : Surely, the Lord is in 
this place: How dreadful is this place? 
This is none other bur God's houſe; 
This 1s the Gate of Heaven. 

As ſoon as we are placed in our 
ſeats, it will become us to bow our 
ſelves before the Lord, and in humili- 
ry of Soul to offer up our Petitions to 
the Father of Heaven. 


A Prayer. 


Moſt gracious and merciful Lord, 
thou haſt call d all thoſe that are 


weary and heavy laden with the burthen 
of their fins to come to thee, and haſt pro- 
miſed to eaſe and refreſh them ; thou haſt 
invited all thoſe that hanger and thirſt af- 
ter Righteouſneſs to come to thy Table and 
taft of thy Supper, and has promiſed that 
thou wilt ſatisfie them in aſſurance of theſe 


pro- 
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promiſes ; I come to the Lord Jeſus, be- 
ſeeching thee to eaſe and refreſh me, and 
to-ſatisfie me with thy Mercy, for I huxs 
ger and thirſt after thee, and thy Salvua- 
tion. I confeſs that my daily ſins have 
made nie unworthy of my daily Bread, 
much more of this heavenly Banquet. O 
make my Soul aſcend to thee in an humble 
ſupplication, and let my Saviour $ interceſs 
ſion procure thine acceptance, anal give me 
ſach a faith as may take peſſeſſion of all 7 
pray for ; beſprinkle my polluted Soul in 
the Blood of thy dear Son Jeſus, O let the 
Blood of his Weunds, and the Water of his 
Side make me cleai, that I may come to 
the bleſſed Feaſt of the ſpotleſs Lamb. I 
confeſs, O God; that when I confider thy 
greatneſs, and my nothing, thy purity and 
my uncleanneſs, I ſee it infinitly iinreaſon+ 
able and preſumptious in me to appreach 
thy ſacred preſcence, and defire to pertake 
of thy Sacrament, or hope for a part of 
thy Glory ; but when I confider thy Mercy 
ind thy Wiſdom, thy Bounty ati Goeds 
neſs, thy readineſs to forgive, and willing- 
neſs to impart thy felf uhto thy ſervants, 
then am I lifted up with hopes, then [ 
come with boldneſs to the Throne of Grace, 
twen ſo; O Lord, becauſe thou haſt com- 
manded and loveſt it ſhould be ſo. It was 
I 


utver 
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never heard from the beginning of the 
World, that thou ever didft diſpiſe him 
that call*d upon thee, or forſake any that 
did abide in thy fear, or that any that tru- 
ſted in thee was ever confounded ; but if I 
come to thee, I bring an unworthy perſon 
to be joyned to thee ; and if I come not, I 
ſhall remain unworthy for ever ; if I ſtay 
away, T1 fear to loſe thee; if T come, 1 
fear to offend thee, and that will loſe thee 
more : I know, O God, my fins have ſepes 
rated Letween me and thee, but thy love, 
O Jeſus, and thy Paſſion, Holineſs and 
Otedience has reconciled us, and thoughmny 
fins deter me, they make it neceſſary 1 
"ſhould come, and though thy Greatneſs a- 
mazes, yet it is ſo full of goodneſs, that it 
invites and incourages me to approach theſe 
holy Myſteries this day. O mighty God, 
rebuke Satan, reſtrain all Farthly and 
Carnal affettions, that they do not once 
dare to whiſper a temptation to my Soul, a 
diſtrattion to my Thoughts, while I am in 
Communion with thee at thy Holy Altar ; 
do thou, O Lord, rule me by thy Grace, 
govern me by thy Spirit, and defend me 
by thy Power, and crown me with thy Sat 
wation, which 1 humbly beg in the Name 
and Merits of my Redeemer Jeſus, whom 
with thee, O Father, and the Holy Spirit, 

[ 
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1 will Worſhip as one God to all Eternity, 
Amen. 


Let us now employ our Thoughts as 
becoming the Sons of God, and all the 
vacant time before the ſervice of the 
Church, let us employ in holy Medi- 
tation. Let us remember not only thar 
we arc in his preſence, but that this 
is his day, on which we are met to 
plorifiehis Name; for the good things 
we have reccived, to ask ſuch things as 
arc neceſiary for our future well-fare, 
and to hear his Holy Word, to direct 
us in the way to Salvation. Let us beg 
ofhim to open our Hearts, that we may 
reecive With meeknels the word we are 
to hear ; thar for the Merits of Jetus he 
will receive our Prayers, and no doubc. 
when God ſees us carnaltly and huin- 
bly challenging his Word, he will for 
his Truth and promiſe ſake grant 1s all 
thoſe good rhings which he knows n2cl- 
ful for us; and this ſhould mightily cn- 
courage us to be ſincere at all rimes 
when we enter the place where his ho- 
nour dwells. Certainly every Chriſtian 
that is ſenſible of the greatneſs of God, 
won't dare to diſlemble or behave him- 
{lf irreverently there, eſpecially ar ſuch 

I z A 
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21time when our ſtrickeſt attention is re- 
quired, and even that not enough, fo 
contemplatc the moſt High. 

When the Service begins, we are to 
lay aſide theſe Meditations, and imme- 
diately apply our ſelves to that, if we 
deyoutly attend to every part,ſhall need 
no Paraphraſe to heighten thoſe expreſ- 
ſions, or make us more in love with 
that incomparable compoſure ; 'tis the 
ſingular excellence of the Common 
Prayer, that they who frequent ir al- 
ways find out ſomerhing that deſerves 
to be more admired than they can ex- 
preſs. I darc affirm no one ever found 
any flatneſs or defe&t that came with- 
out prejudice, or was piouſly inclined, 
for it contains all that may occaſion a 
ſenſible pleaſure to a good Man. The 
Sen:encesand Exhorrtations are excellent 
motives to preſs us to our Duty ; the 
confeſſion full of Patherical expreflions, 
and ſuted to the conditions of all men; 
the Abſolution moſt comfortable to a 
penitent Soul that wants to be eaſed 
from its weary Burthen. The Hymns, 
a 14 Palms very propcr to ſtir up our 
Souls to a holy rcjoycing in the Lord ; 
the Scripture has its place rhat we may 
receive comfort from tholc lively o_ 
CICS 
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cles of Truth. After the profeſſion of 
our Faith, we ſupplicate our God ac- 
cording to the Apoſtle, not only for 
our ſelves, but for thoſe who are in 
authority over us, nay, our Charity 
reaches further, to all Chriſtian Kings 
and Princes ; and to ſhew we arc not 
forgetful of thoſe of leſſer degree, we 
extend it to all ſorts and a of 
men; What can be more agrecable to a 
devout Soul, than thus to exerciſe it 
ſelf in the Law of God 2 Whar can be 
more moving than to ſee, and hear a 
devout Prief offering up Prayers and 
Supplications, and orhers joining in his 
Petitions by E:choing a hcarty Amen ? 
How does it conſtrain us to out-vie in 
Zeal, and cauſe a Holy Emulation, 
when we hear our Miniſter with fer- 
vency, crying to the Father of Heaven 
to have Mercy upon us, and we with 
equal earneſtleſs invocaring the Son. 
and Holy Ghoſt mercifully to hear us ? 
Let others mock,and call chem vain re- 
petitions, while we endcavour to expreſs 
the deſires of our Souls'in thoſe Pathc- 
tical ſupplications, Lord hate mercy uf» 
0 us, We are not ſo vain but'to con- 
feſs -our want of that Mercy, nor a- 
ſhamegl of the Repetition when we find 
I 3 the 
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the benefit, even the favour of the 
Lord, which is better than life it ſelf; 
wherefore I muſt be earneſt with every 
Chriſtian to attend this ſervice ; don't 
let our thoughts be roving, but cor- 
ret the wandrings of our minds, the 
whole Service is in order to prepare us 
to a worthy reception of the Holy Sa- 
crament ; when once we have got the 
maſtry of our ſelves, and can go along 
with all the parts of the Church, we 
ſhall have leſs occaſions for theſe helps 
to Deyotion; we ſhall find ſo much 
contained in the Prayers and Exhorta- 
tions, as will take up all the vacant 
time in Holy Meditation ; and this 
will make Holineſs become excceding 
delightful, when we can turn our Souls 
towards God, and ſolace them withour 


| Interruption; when we can leave the 


thoughts of this World, and look ſtead- 
faſtly ro God. But this is to be done 
by degrees, when ie have conquer'd 
the love of this World, and wearicd 
our ſelves from its Alurcments, and 
this only to be performed by a con- 
ſtant watch over our words and actions, 
_ perſeycrance in the ways of good- 
neſs. <3 
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. , When the Prayers of the Church are 


" over, let us. humbly ask God to par- 
' don our defects 'in his Service, and 
ſay, | 
; Lord Pardon the wandrings and colt- 
weſs of my Petitions, deal not with me ac- 
cording to my Prayers er Deſerts, but ac- 
cording to my needs, and thy infinit mercy 


in Jejus Chrif, Amen. - 


Having difcharged our duty in Pray- 
er to God, ler.us prepare our ſelves to 


hear what he will ſay. to us out of his 


Holy Word ;- we ought to. .look upen 
the Miniſter as an Ambaſſador of Chriit, 
and hearken wirh reverence to hi; Do- 
Qrine at the eng of it, to beg that we 
may bring farth the Fruit of it in our _ 


Lives and Converſation, and this we 


can't do'in better words, than in one of 
the Colles after the Communion. 
[ Grant - we beſeech thee Almighty 
6 % : ry As? —y; h 
God, that the Words which -we 
have heard this diy, &c. 


While the People arc going our, let 
ys deyoutly turn towards the Table of 
the Lord, and endeavour with admira- 
tion and reverence, to contemplate the 
approaching Ordinance; . -Jet us . enter- 

E l 4 -_ rain 
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tain thoughts of our unworthineſs,” and 
then humble our ſelyes before the Lord, 
and ſay, ok 


T4 "» "ay" _— — p* _— 
. Py” _ —_— 


A Prayer, 


Almighty God who art infinite in 

\ Compaſſton, and art able to pardon 
more fins than I can commit ; the ſ[tretcht 
out Arms of my dear Saviour upon the Croſs, 
can rind tor the largeſt extention of my 
fins, and his Paſſion affords an ever flow- 
ing Red Sea to cover them, that they 
may not become my confuſion : O then let 
his Blood be my Bath, purge me with Hy- 
fop and 1 ſhall be clean, waſh me and 1 
ſhall be whiter than Snow, and to capaci- 
tate me for theſe Mercies, let the deepel 
forrow wound my Soul ; Oh ! let it grieve 
my Spirit that F have lived ſo long to the 
grief of thine, and let me grieve ſo long 
that I can grieve no more, make my Soul 
to aſcend in an humble ſupplication, and 
tet my Saviour's interceſſion procure thine 
acceptance, and give me ſuch a Faith" as 
may take poſſeſſion of alt 7 pray for ; and 
teaſt my own truſt ſhould decerve me when 
T have faid Amen to my Prayers, do thin 
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Amen to my Amen, that ſo an Elta- 
Miſhment of Bleſſmgs may be the crown of 
my Soul, which I beg through the merits 
and mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, Extinguiſh, 
0 Lord, all the Fires of Hell, my Luft, 
Pride, Envy, Malice and Uncharitable= 
neſs; create in me, O God, a great long- 
ing after the 'Bread of Heaven, and a 


thirſt after the fountain of Salvation, that 


as the Heart panteth after the water brooks, 
ſo my Soul may long after thee, my Savis 
our and Redeemer, Amen. © 


When the Miniſter goes up to the 


Holy Table, lerus raiſe our Aﬀections, 
-and prepare our ſelves to accompany 


him in this great work, and fixing our 


ſelves in a devont poſture when he be- 


gins the Exhortation ro Charity, ler 


'our thoughts carry us beyond the lit- 


teral Expreſſion of thoſe Sentences ; 


and whilſt he Reads, conſider the ne- 
ceſſities of the Poor. Let us enlarge 


our - deſires, and wiſh we were able to 
ſatisfic the complaints of thoſe who arz 


in want, at leaſt ler us refolve to do 
-according as God has pur ir in our pow+ 


er, not Grudgingly, and of neceiliry, 
becauſe 'rtis the euftom, and rhe Church 
requires it at ſuch Seafons. Here we 
have 


142 Adnice. fo, thoſe. tha never 
have an opportunity of. cxa 
ſelves whether L 

of God in this manner. *Tis not..to 
be ſuppoſed that we deſerve the name 
of charitable perſans, who kong time 
ro diftribure of wp is World t 
' when we can't help it ; ol any let us 
ask our Souls at every Sent:nce, Haſt 
thou.followed this Advice, or obeyed 
this Command 2 Haſt thou performed 
that great duty of the Law, doing as 
thou wouldſt be done by ? Haſt thou 
reſtored with intereſt, whatever thou 
haſt unjuſtly detained from any. Man ? 
And firſt, have we taken care that they 
who haye ſown unto us Spiritual things, 
ſhould reap of our Temporal ; for 'tis 
meet, thoſe who wait at the Alcay, 
ſhould be partakers with the Altar, far 
we muſt know, that even ſo, God hath 
crdained, that they who Preach ſhould 
live. of the Goſpel? Therefore if we 
have fail'd to do this, Ict us ask God's 
Pardon, and don't let us, becauſe the 
Miniſter can't exact it, take that ad- 
vantage,and pay nothing? Sccondly,have 
we ſhew'd our compaliion to the .paor, 
by givins Alms ? Haye we not turned 
away our Face from our Brother who 
was tn nc:d, but been merciful after our 
power ? 


mining Our 
1er we have fulfill'd the: will 
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power ? If oux Hearts condemn us nor, 
we have confidence in God that he is 
Righteous, and will not forget, bur rc- 
ward us in the day of neceſſity ; thus 


' may we turn theſe excellent Admoniti- 


ons into heads of Examination, and hap- 
py are we if we have offer'd up ſuch 
Sacrifices as are acceptable. The Church 
has taken care to tell us what they are, 
and has placed them at the beginning 
of this excellent Office to exhorr us to 
Good Works. Weare about to remem- 
ber thar exceeding love of Chriſt, and 
the wonderful charity of our Saviour, 
therefore 'tis very proper in the entrance 
tothis Holy Ordinance,to exhort-us to 
be like minded, that our Lights may 
ſhine before men, and the world may 
ſe the love of God dwelleth in us, by 
our readineſs to perform his commands ; 
but what need we of Arguments to preſs 
us to that which is ſo reatonable in it 
ſelf, which the Law of Nature teaches 


| we ought to do. Bur a ſad experience 


informs us, that ncither the law of God 
nor nature is ſufficient to oblige ſome 
tempers to. compailion ; bur lerall ſuch 
remember, however ſerviceable their E- 
tlates are to them ia this World, they 
will turn to their cefiruction in the «<.- 
th<r. 
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ther ; their full Barns that have been 
ſhur ar the knockings of the Poor, will 
then be of no advantage, nor the mul. 
ritude of their riches'prevyail for their 


Oy, borh of them will turn to their | 


reproof; the ruſt of the one, and full: 
neſs of the other will ſink them into 
deſpair, and exclude them to Eternity 
from the Happineſs of God. | 
We have been taught that no one 
muſt approach this ſacred Feaſt in bir- 
rerneſs of Spirit, we muſt have love 'to- 
wards the Brethren, and if we are in 
charity with all men, ſhall more eſpe- 
cially have bowels of compaſſion to thoſe 
who are in want ; therefore lerus while 
we have opportunity, impart of our a- 
bundance, and bleſs God for enabling 
us to do good to the Houſe-hold of 
Saints ; and this coming from us ſo rea- 
dily, will be the more acceptable ſa- 
crifice, for God loves a chearful giver, 
and that our Alms aſcend not alone; 
'tis necetfary we accompany them with 
Prayers, and though we have no An- 
gel to aſſure us rhey come up before' 
God, yer we nced not doubr their ac 
ceptance, for God himſelf has aſſured 
us with ſuch ſacrifices he is well plea- 


ſed, therefore let us humbly ſay, {at 


the giving our Alms, Bleſs 
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| Bleſſed be thou, O Lord God, for all 
things come of thee, and of thy own, 

do I now give thee ; O let this Alms 

be an Odour of a ſweet ſmell, a ſacri- 
fice acceptable, and well pleaſing in thy 


fight. 


Aﬀeer the ſentences are read, we have 
nothing to do, but devoutly compoſe 
our ſelves, and joyn with Reverence to 
the Prayers of the Church; if we con- 
ſider the ſubſtance of this excellent Of- 
fice, we ſhall be freed from the inter- 


' ruptions which often occur in our de- 


votions ; for when our minds are whol- 
ly taken up with the ſignification- of 
the words, we ſhall haye leſs room for 
wandrings. When the Prayer for the 
whole ſtate of Chriſt's Church is begun, 
let us intereſt our ſelves in rhat excel- 
lent form, that when the Prieſt comes 
to beſeech God to accept our Alms and 
Oblations, ler us in our minds humb] 

beg ir for Jeſus Chriſt his Sake, and 
that together with them, God would 
receive our Prayers for the Univerſal 
Church ; fcr we can't bur enlarge our 
Paſſions, and defire the good of all 
Mankind, not only of thoſe who con- 
tſs Chriſt, bur that che Heathen may be 
brought 
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brought into the Poſſeſſion of onr S4- 
viour, and agree in the Truth of his 
Holy Word ; we mult deſire the Well. 
fare of Princes, becauſe they are ſet 0- 
ver us by God, for rhe puniſhment of 
Vice, and the praiſe of them that do 
well; and for the Paſtors of the Church, 
there is a great deal of reaſon for usto 
pray for them, that they may duly ad- 
miniſter this Holy Myſtery, and by 
their Example and Doctrine, both fave 
themſelves and thoſe who hear them ; 
they who are in Affliction call for our 
fellow-feeling, and ſince we are all of 
one body, we can't let any member be 
in diſorder, and neglect to procure irs 
remedy ; we are paſſionately to defire 
the Health and Salvation, not only of 
thoſe we know want preſent relief, but 
ro all that are in any danger, Sickneſs, 
or other Diſtreſs, conſidering it may be 
our condition, and we mult deſire it 
with the ſame Ardour, as if it was for 
our ſelves; and ſince God has given us 
the example of. good Men, who are 


gone before us, we ought to pray that | 


we may follow rhcir ſteps, that ſo we 
may artive to the ſame degree of Blel- 
ſedneſs, and to obtain all this more cer- 


rainly ; we are to beg it in the name of 
Jeſus 


ectiv®'the Sackamtnit 145 
Jeſus Chriſt, believing rhat' God will 
peyer refuſe any thing that is tonyeni- 
ent for us, when we call upon lim in thar 
moſt prevailing Name, eſpecially fince 


' he is our Advocate, we have the aſſu- 


rance of his interceſſion, and God can 
deny nothing to the Son of his Love. 
After this exceltent Prayer is over, we 
are exhorted by the Miniſter to a more 
{rious preparation to the Communion, 
though 'tis ſuppoſed that every one 
who approaches this Holy Table, has 
conſidered before, repented and got a 
competent underſtanding in this ſacred 
Myſtery, yer it is very neceſſary we 
ſhould attend this Exhortation, and Re- 
examine our ſelves whether weare ſuch 
as the Goſpel requires. The Church 
has taken care to inſtruct us in this Du- 
ty in ſucha manner, that we can't eaſi- 
ly deceive our ſelves ; ſhe encourages 
us with rewards, and ſets before us the 
dreadful conſequence of our carcleſneſs 


or neglet. We may be over aw'd in 


our private Examination, by the Do- 
minion of our Luſts, or perhaps the love 
of our ſelves may incline us to think 
better than we are; but when we hear 
God's Miniſter urging us to this Duty, 
and powerfully repreſenting thoſe things 
we 
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paſs over, and that God is immediately 


preſent to acquit or condemn us, we are. | 


obliged to confeſs aur Wickedneſs a 


be ſotry for our ſin ;'this is the Res, 
pentatice we ſhan't be aſhamed of, that 


will put us in a ſtate to be reconciled 
with our Saviour, and make us fit to 
receive the Body and Blood of Chriſt, 
and the benefit of that 1s, the becoming 
one with him, and to be. pertakers of 
his Everlaſting Glory ; therefore wheti 


we hear the Prieſt exhort us, Judge 


—_— your ſelves Brethren, let us 


humbly ſay, 
and condemn my ingratitude. 


[ Repent you truly of your ſins paſt, &;. 


I repent, O Lord, and am ſorry for 


my Wickedneſs; Have a /ively and: 


ſteadfaſt Faith, &c, 1 believe, O Lord; 


help my unbelicf; Amend your [zves, | 


&c. O grant me thy. Holy Spirit to 4: 


mend my life; Be 7n perfect Charity, 
&c. I forgive all Men their Treſpaſſes,- 
Lord, do thou forgive me; So ſhall ye. 


be meet partakers,8&c. O make me a wor- 
thy Communicant ; Te muſt give moſt 
humble axd hearty thanks, &c. I adoro 


thy .infinit love to Mankind in the Re; 
| Lord : 


demprion of. the World by our 
| | Jeſus; 


we have prevailed with our ſelyes to | 


I confeſs my ſelf a ſinner; 
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Jeſus'; who ' did humble thy ſelf to the 
| death upon the Croſs, &c. By thy Croſs 


&-. |. and Paſſion, ſweeteſt Jeſus deliver me ; 


He hath, &c: and ordained Holy Myſteries 


, | us pledges of his Love; &c. I temember 


thy exceeding Love to us, miſerable 
ſinners; and adore thy infinite compaſ- 
ſion in dying for Mankind; 7o zhee 
therefore; O Feſus, with the Father and 
| the- Holy Ghoſt; let us give;as.we are moſt 
townden; continual thanks , ſubmitting OUY 
ſelves wholy to thy holy Will and Pleaſure; 
fudying to ſerve thee in true Holineſs and 
Righteonſneſs all the days of our Life; A- 
—_—_..--: | 

The Prieſt proceeds now to.z more 
immediate invitation, and to fhow us 
that we ought to think highly of theſe 
things, calls only thoſe who have ſuch 
quallifications as he juſt before rold us 
| vas abſolutely neceſlary, and rhat we 
ftaight oor come raſhly, puts it to us a- 
' | ain, ye that do truly Repent, &c. Bir 
* | to- heighten our eſteem, and make us 


' | fore in earncſt with onr ſelves 5 let us 


migine we hear Chriſt himfelf invi- 
ling us, for *tis the Miniſter in his 
lead, calling us to Repentance, Con- 
- [&fſion and Humility of Soul ; rheſe are 
' [ae Garments wherewirth vie ought to'be 
K- cJoathea; 
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cloathed, and: he rhar comes withour 
them, docs but mock God, and we 
have heard the dreadful effet of that 
preſumption; 'tis provoking him to 
plague us with Diſeaſes, and ſund 

kinds of Death ; we kindle God's wra 

againſt us, and his indignation willlaſt 
to Etcrnity. Bur that the Terrors of 
the Lord might fright away none but 
the impenitent, rhe Church aſſures us 
all, they who come with Faith and Re. 
pentance, may take the Holy Sacra- 
ment to their comfort, and according- 
ly cxhorts them to draw near to teſtjfic 
their ſincerity by an humble Confeſ- 
ſion, and to remove all ſuſpicion of Hy- 
pecriſy,commands, that: it be done up- 
on our Xxees with contrition. They 
who hope for Pardon can. expeCt it up- 
on no other Terms, therefore we ought 
to be very circumſpeR, : that we don't 
call upon God with our Lips, when out 
Hearts is far from him; the Sacrifice of 


ſuch Fools only work their Deſtruttio. 


Don't let us look upon it as matter.of 
form only, that we are to tell God Al- 
mighty a ſad ſtory of our ſelves, and 
vet in juch a manner, as if we were not 
concern'd for the Sin, nor God for the 


puniſhment. of it. But when we come. 


t0 


-Recoivd the Sacrament. «er 
to that part of the.Confeſſion, acknow- 
ledging our Offences, by Thought, Word 
-and Deed, let us refle& on ſome of thoſe 
Tranſgreſſions we have repeated moſt, 
and have moſt cauſe to repent of; ler 


| us think of them with ſorrow, and de- 


teſtation, with a reſolution to forſake 
them, anda paſſionate deſireto be freed 
from the Evil of them ; let our Hearts 


go along with our Prayers, and they 


are ſuch as will inform-us of our con» 
dition, and being affectionately repcat- 


ed, will teach us to be humble and con- 


trite, and that will render us capable of 
the pardon which follows. to be pro- 
nounced by the Prieſt. 

'Tis impoſhible to preſcribe Rules for 
our thoughts in the time of Abſolution, 
we have a hundred [dea's at once in our 
Minds,the Soul is full with Tranſporr, 
Rejoycing and Humilliation ; we have 
ſo much ro fay that we are confounded 
m Our ſelves, we know not how to 
bleſs God enough, are afiraid of our 
wickedneſs, and aſtoniſhed arthis good- 
nels ; there is no re-preſenting the Pai- 
ſions of a Soul in this Religious Ago- 
ny, nor how prevailing the confuſed 
highs of a raviſh'd ſinner are co our 


| merciful God. They who are moſt {en- 


K 2 {ible 
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ſible of their ſins, 'can beſt tell whata Þ 
boundleſs joy ariſes at the thoughts of 


their forgiveneſs. 

Bur leſt we ſhould have any miſtruſt, 
becauſe of our ſins, the Church has cot: 
leted ſome comfortable aſſurances from 
the Goſpel, for 'tis no wonder we re- 
ccive our Pardon doubting and trem- 
bling; we have need of infallible Au- 
thority to perſwade us. of the truth of 
theſe things, when our fear had ſo caſt 
us down, that we almoſt were brought to 
believe that God had utrerly forſaken us; 
wecan now cry with chearfulneſs, bleſ- 
ſed be God, that has not ſo turned his 
mercy from us, but has ſent his Son Je- 
ſus Chriſt to call us to Repentance, 
therefore when we hear the Prieſt ſay, 
Come unto me, &c. Let us humbly lay, 
IT come unto thee, O Jeſus, eaſe me of 
my Burthen ; ſo God /oved the World, 
&c. I believe, Lord fave me, or I pe- 
rith; 2his is a true ſaying, &c. Mercy, 
fweer Jeſus, I am a milſcrable ſinner; 
It any man fin. O thou great advocate 
of my Soul, 7 leſs thee, and all that is 
within me, ſhall praiſe thy Floly Name. 

Certainly our afteftions are fo mo» 
ved, that we ſhall be zealous to lift up 
our hcarts with joy and: gladneſs, and 

now 
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' now confeſs 'tis meet and right to give 


thanks ; to which purpoſe let us ſum- 
mons our ſtrongeſt affections, that we 
may with Angels and Arch-angels map- 
nifie the glorious Name of God mo/# 
High ; if it be,upon any particular Fcaſt, 
as Chriſtmas, or Faſter, there is grea- 
ter reaſon to ſtrain our ſelyes to the 
higheſt Note, to give thanks for thoſe 


particular Bleſlings. 


We are now approaching nearcr to 
theſe Holy Myſterics, and muſt ex- 
preſs the greater Reverence, and before 
we taſt how gracious the Lord is, con- 
feſs our unworthincſs to receive him in- 
to our Habitation. This we can't do 


| in better Words than the Church has 


provided for us; therefore we are to 

joyn heartily in the following form, and 

beg that our /inful Bodies may be made 
clean by his Body, that being /o prepared, 

our Souls may be made fit to receive the 

Lord of Glory. 

Afﬀrcr this excellent Prayer is over, 
kt us look towards the Holy Table, 
and whilſt the Prieſt is ordering the E- 
lements, Meditate and be aſtoniſhed at 
the tranſcending love of Chriſt ; let us 
loſe our ſelves in contemplation of that Dis 


vine Myſtery, that Heaven ſhould ſo con- 


K 3 deſcend 
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deſcend to Farth, and Man be united to 
God ; that God ſhould take upon him our 
Fleſh, die for us upon Earth, and nouriſh 
us now he isin Heaven. Let us repreſent 
to our Faith the intollerable ſufferings of 
our dying Lord, his whole Paſſion upon 
Mount Calvary, and the Agonies of that 
rnknown Sorrow there, Imagine we be- 
hold him ftretch'd upon the Croſs, and ſee 
the Blood iſſuing from his wounded fide. 
Behold him grapling with the fury of av 
tncenſed God, and all the ſuries of the 
Powers of Darkneſs; and this to redeem 
us from the Horrors of Hell, which were 
due to us for Sin and Wickedneſs. Sure 
the confideration of theſe things will create 
an odiouſneſs of fin, which was Fi great, 
that nothing but the Blood of God could ex- 
pate ; we ſhall be ſenfible of our unworthi« 
neſs, and adore withall, the forces of our 
Soul that Iove ſurpaſſing knowledge, and 
beg of our crucified R os, ro znſpire 
«s with holy Zeal, that our now ſoftned 
Souls may Eccho Hallelujahs, and all that 
is within us may fing Eternally to God the 
Father, who contrived this glorious Res 
demption, to God the Son who effetted it, 
and to God the Holy Ghoſt, who gives us 
the benefit thereof, 


L.ct 
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Let us now returh with the Prieſt, 
and earneſtly beg of our merciful God, 
that the Elements may really become 
what they repreſent. Aftcr we have 
performed that with Devotion, ler us 
leave the reſt to God and the Prieſt, and 
riſing from our Fees at the Conſecra- 
tion, look toward the Holy Table de- 
youtly, attending every Word and Adti- 
on, for all is Myſtery, and deſerves a 
particular Meditation ; let us imagine 
we hear our Saviour conſecrating, and 
that we like his Diſcipics atthe laſt Sup- 
per, are waiting to be fed with the Bread 
from Heaven, when we hear the Pricſt, 
ſaying, Who in the ſame Night he was he- 
trayed, took Bread, &c. Let us adore 
that inzxpreſiible Jove of our Saviour, 
which was working our Salvation when 
his curſed Enemies were contrivinz his 
Crucifixion; let us bleſs the goodneſs 
of God, and admire the Humillity of 
our Saviour that would be repreſented 
by no richer preparation than Bread. 
Here is no coltly ſacrifice to cxhaulr 
our Treaſure, That,we may beſtow up- 
on thoſe that want it,. the poor ' which 
we have always with us ; but for the re« 
preſentation of himſelf, he chuſes 
what is neceſſary for our ſuſtinance, to 
. a ow 
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ſhow us that his Body is as neceſſary to 
the ſtrengthning of our Souls, as Bread 
for the ſupport of our Life ; And when 
be had given thanks, he breakt it, &c. 
O Bleſſed Jeſus, doeft thon give thanks for 
my Redemption, behold IT joyn my praiſes 
to thine, and bleſs thee with all my Soul ; 
O ſhew thy acceptance of my praiſes, by hat- 
lowing theſe Flements to the purpoſes they 
are deſigned. Saying, Take, Eat, this 1s 
my Body which is given fer you, &c. Here 
let us refle&t upon the paſſion of our 
Saviour, and imagine we ſce him in 
that unſpeakable Paſſion, offering up 
his pious Soul upon the Croſs. Do 
this in remembrance of me, 

O Jeſus, let me never be ſo ungratc- 
ful as to forget thee, likewiſe alſo, at- 
rer Supper, He took the Cup, and when 
he had given thanks, &c. Our Saviour 
was not content to give us his Body 
alone, but to pour out his Blood for 
us, and has choſen Wine for the Com- 
memoration of that ineſtimable mercy. 
O lct our Souls thirſt after this Cup of 
Salvation, and whenthe Miniſter holds 
It out to bleſs it, let us call upon the 
Name of the Lord ; Fe gave it to them, 
ſaying, Drink ye all of this, &c. Do this 
en remembrance of me, This is the tim 


to | 
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ro Exerciſe our Faith,and therefore, let us 


believe they really are to us what they 


repreſent, and ſay a hearty Amen; for it 
is unto us, according to our Faith, if 
we believe, tis unto us the Blood of 
Chriſt indeed; that no doubting nor 
infidelity may unhallow theſe ſanih- 
ed Elements to any of our Souls. Let 
us lay. 


__—_— 
— 
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Ord,it is done as thou haſt command 

ed, and I doubt not but the Myſte- 
ry zs rightly accompliſhed ; I am perſwa- 
ded that here is that which my Soul long- 
eth after, a crucified Saviour, communica= 
ting himſelf to poor penitent Sinners. 0 
let me be reckoned among that Number, 
and then I ſhall aſſuredly receive thee, 
Holy Jeſus, Amen, 


O Holy Saviour, I behold thee 
ſtrerch'd upon the Croſs, with thy 
Arms ſpread ready to embrace all Man- 
kind; Glory be to thee, O Lord Jeſus, 
Lamb of God, Son of the Farther, who 
didſt offer thy ſelf a ſacrific to take a- 
| way 
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way the ſins of the whole World, Lord 


have mercy upon me, and take away mine 
alſo. 

When the Miniſter is a Communica» 
ting, let us humbly deſire that God 
would hear his Prayer. 

The Lord hear thee, and remember all 
thy Offerings and Sacrifices ; grant thes 
thy Hearts defire, and fullfil all thy mind, 
The Lord perform all thy Petitions which 
thou haſt made at this time for thy ſelf, 
for us, and all Perſons, Amen. 

We have nothing to do now, bur 
compoſe our ſelves for the acts of holy 
Communion, remembering we are to 
feaſt with God by Silence and Heaven- 
ly Contemplation ; ler us refle&t upon 
the mercies of God in this Sacrament, 
and when we have by Faith beheld the 
Glory of the Lord, confeſs our unwor- 
thineſs to appear before him, and ac- 
knowledge his goodneſs, which gives 
us the opportunity of adoring his inex-. 
preſiible Love. 


White others are Communicating. 


Flow dreadful is this place > Seems ' 


eth it a ſmall thing unto thee, 0 


my Soul, to be feaſted with God, waited + 


00 


| 
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on by Angels, fed with the Body of Jeſus, 
od refeelied with the Cup of that ſaving 
Blood, which hath attoned for the Sins of 
the World» What meaneth this ſecret, 
that ſo poor a Wretch,and finful a Relel, 
ſhould receive ſo mighty a Favour, and be 
received to ſo near Embraces How can 
I approach to theſe terrible Myſteries, till 
T have pulled back the Vail, and worſhip< 
ped him that feeds my Body to convey 
Grace to my Soul, and make that ſtoop to 
the Eye of fence, which Angels cannot be- 
hold with open Faces 2 Flere is repreſented 
the Almighty Love of an infinite Zeing ; 
here the God of Gods appears all Bloody to 
fright thee from thy [ins; here the All- 
merciful Saviour of the World, is as it 
were crucified before thine E Jes, that cons 
templating the horrid Aggonies of the 
Croſs, and remembring the cauſe of his 
cruel Sufferings, thou mayſt mourn for thy 
ingratitude that brought him to the tor- 
ments of that inexpreſſitle Paſſion ; here 
the Holy Feſus appears loaded with all the 
Bleſſings of Heaven ; here the everlaſting 
Trinity ſeems to uſe his utmoſt endeavour, 
to perſwade thee into a Fleavenly Conver« 
fatton. To thy Holy Altar, O Dear Re- 
deemer, I am coming to rexew my Baptite 
mal Fow, to enter into 4 Solemn Covenant 
E | with 
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with God, and faithfully to promiſe thee tg 
reſign my ſelf intirely to thee, te ſall out 
with thee no more, to be faithful to thee, 
to vindicate thy Glory, to live up to thoſe 
Laws which thou haſt ſealed with thy own 
Blood, To this end, I eat of thy Bread, 
and Drink of thy Wine , and ſo ſeal 
my Covenant with thee, Quicken me, 0 
Lord, and make me more earneſt and 2ea« 
lous in thy Service, and as thou haſt ſent 
thy Son to bring me to thy ſelf, do thou 
likewiſe ſend thy Holy Spirit to ſanfifie 
me for thy ſelf, and then I, who of my ſelf 
can ſcarce move unto thy Altar, by the 
aſſiſtance of thy Grace, may run the ways of 
thy Commandments. 


Having declared the reaſons of our 
approaching this Holy Table, and beg'd 
God's bleſling upon us, lct us Meditate 
after this manner. | 

Thou, O my God, haſt prepared a Tatle 
for me, and hoſt promiſed, whoſoever cat< 
eth thereof, ſhall never Hunger, and 
drinketh, ſhall never Thirf. 

This conſideration alone is ſufficient 
to furniſh us with matter for Contem- 
plation. The mercy of God in pre- 
paring this Sacred Feaſt, the benefits 
we recciye from it, and the time in which 

{un 
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it was inſtitued when he was ſurround> 
ed with the Horrors of Death, and be- 
gan to feel the weight of our Tranſ- 


greſſions, are enough to put us-in a 


confuſion, and conſtrain us at once to 
humble our ſelves even into our firſt 
nothing ; for abuſing ſuch goodneſs, 
and then adore that amazing conſtancy 
of our Lord, that in the greateſt of his 
Agony, could endure yet more for our 
ſakes, and reſign himſelf to the Croſs, 
notwithſtanding the contradiftion of 
ſinners. O ler us conſider this price 
with which we were bought, and glo- 
rifie God in our Bodies and Spirits 
which are his; therefore bowing our 
bodies before the Lord, let us conſider 
the wonder of his loye. 


"JD Ehold what kind of love, O my 
| J Soul,is expreſſed by thy Redeemer, 
when our ſins, his treacherous Seryants; 
and' enraged Enemies were contriving 
his Death ; he was deſigning an excel- 
lent benefit for us, the ſtream of his 
affeions was ſo ſtrong,rhat our baſencſs 
and ingratitude conld not check it ; we 
might have expefed that the horror 
of this diſmal Night ſhould have made 
him repent of his undertaking, -_ 
| TIave 
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have put him upon reverſing all his for- 
mer favours ; but lo, he adds a greater 
than ever he had given before, and ap- 
points this as a ſeal to confirm and con- 
vey the reſt to us. Thy love was 
ſtronger than Death; and when all the 
terrors of thy dreadful Paſſion were in 
view, thy Soul was ſo calm, as to be 
at lciſure to inſtirute this Feaſt of Joy 
and Gladneſs. Surely, I will enter- 
tain this Feſtival with the deareſt re- 
gard I can expreſs, ſince it was one of 
the laſt and greateſt Teſtimonies of the 
love of a dying Friend ; this bleſſed 
Legacy, this parting Remembrance; 
ſhall be in my hcarr for cyer. 


Having conſidered the excceding 
preat love of God, in inſtituting this 
Sacrament that very Night he was'be- 
trayed, and that he ſhould be mindful 
of us, when he was about to drink that 
Cup of which we were not able ; let 
us now contemplate the preparation 
our Lord then made for us, and that 
we have already heard, is Bread, but 
don't let the mcaneſs of the outward 
part be a diſparagement to this myſte- 
ry, but Ict us adore the Humility of 
our Saviour, who was content with fo 
mean a Re-prcfentation. A 
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A Meattation upon the E lement of Bread. 


, Bleſſed Jeſus, how lovely ts thy 
Humility thou haſt choſen to be re« 
preſented by Bread, and though ſome cus 
rious or coſtly preparation had been more 
agreeable to thy Dignity, yet this beſt ex 
preſſes thy RG. Bread is the 
poor Man's Food, yet neceſſary for the Richz 
it ſprings from- the Earth, yet it ts the 
ſtaff of our Life, and given to ſtrengthen 
Man's heart, and ſo it ſignifies, that Body 
which thou didſt take from the Earth, and 
gaveſt for the life of the World. O that 
[ may receive thee by Faith, and then I 
know T1 ſhall draw the moſt ſalutary nou= 
riſhment from thee, and thou wilt as ef- 
feftually be united to my Saul, as the 
Bread which is eaten is to my Body. Let 
me eat this Holy Bread in Charity, O do 
thou make it thy Body, and it ſhall be the 
Bread of Life to my Soul. O merciful 
Feſus, thou haſt taken Bread into thy 
bountiful hands, and behold I faint for 
Hunger, T languiſh for this Spiritual Food, 
axd ſince I am come ſo nigh thee, on this 
blefſed day of Diſtribution, I beſeech thee 
paſs 
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paſs not by me ; as thou takeſt this Bread, 


Jo didſt thou take thy Bedy only to be bro: 
ken in Sacrifice for us, and in Sacrament 
to us; let mie not therefore want my part. 


O Eternal Word of God, by whofe 
power all things were made, I will not 
ask how thou canſt give me thy Fleſh 
fo eat, becauſe, I am abundantly fſa- 
tisfied in thy ſaying, this is my Body; 
ſince thou canſt make it become to me, 
whatſveyer thou ſayeft it is. I believe 
Lord; help my unbelief; what though 
my ſenſes aſſure me the. outward ſub- 
ſtances; and its accidents {till remain, 
yet, my Faith and experience tell me; 


there is an Efficacy therein beyond the 


power of any other thing. Alas! the 
Fleſh would profit me nothing, for he. 
that is joined to chee muſt be one Spi-. 


rit. © ler theſe ſacred Symbols there- 


fore make me partaker of thy Nature, 
and a partner in thy merits ; let them! 
unite me to thee, ingrafrme in thee, and: 
make that Body mine which did ſuffer. 
Death for me, and then I ſhall need no' 
further, but be more happy than if I- 
could underſtand all myſteries ; fure 
I am, this is thy Body in Sacrament, 
© communicates to us the bleſſings and 

beneiits 
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benefit | thereof,” and thoughopreſented 
with, a. Figure; atd by 'a/Holy , Right, 
yet it is to/all its: purpoſes, that: » higft , 
ir doth 'reprelent ; I.:wjll, therefore rg-© 
ccive. it as:2ly; Body, and. efteem ir in- . 
fnitly- abbye Ar anbt tr:food; that I may 
not: be-judged'for.. nor . defcerning -thy 
Body : O-ler it bz unto; me NY 
to my Faith... ._* 
[ res a ſinful-Wretch, Olord, and yet 

if I bid thee depart from me, | benthh 
alltrae bdppinels from, my: Soht; 116 
for- thy: preſence, but how.ſhall I g 
certain thee:?: Thou waſt batn.of a ute 
Virgin, w wraped 1 1n-cleanLingen, dwell- 
| <&t-. vow where nothing: defied: can en- 
ter, bur: nEFer- was there lo-unworthy'a 
partmenr prepared for. the, :as -my-poi- 
Juted heart, -into which I durit norpre- 
| ſame to-cbring:- thee, hut-thatl know 
thou. canſt:; make. it elean;;' however, 
[| rhen by Faith ſee that-Body whith«. 
[all the :Anygels: in| Heaven worthip, 1 
- [eannot but. abhor my felf: in, Duſt: and 
'- [Aſhes, I am amazed to ſee ſuch a Ma- 
' |[irſty' come to:yivie;a'iSin-fick Soul in fo Ie, 
* [poor Cortages 'yea;b catnnotubuttrem- 3 


_ 


ble ar. thy..preſence, O. : thou; King: of 
" |]vlvry, bacautſci:iam fo averipread with 
, ne filch of ſin,” but I will lament thoſe 
L EOr® 
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' corruptions which I cannor fully 'purpe 
. away, and-beſeech rhee not ro diſpiſe 
me though I deſerve ir. I-confeſs my 
-Felf unworthy, but thy condeſegtionin 
ſtooping to me will be the more illuſtri- 
'*-ous, and if thou haſt leſs delight inme 
for the preſent, thou ſhalt have more 

. "Glory afterwards ; When thou haſt chany- 
ed my vile Body, and made it like th 
glorious Body, according to thy might) 
Power. g: 
My Soul, make haſt, behold thy 
gracious Maſter is dealing his 
Bread to thoſe that hunger after Righte- 
ouſneſs; be: not diſcouraged ar thy un- 
worthineſs, for he gives tofall Men libs 
rally, and upbraideth not. O dear Jeſus, 
give mea ſhare thereof, declare me tobe 
thine, by feeding me at this Table, 
- thou, who wert content. to be bruiſed 
.and broken ro ſatisfie .my: offended 
God. O be pleaſed co give thy tf, 
and the merits of this thy Paſſion unto 
me; Lord, . give me eyer more of this 
Bread. - | 08 
Oly Jeſus, I am not worthy to 
rouch this bleſſed Body,as 'tis thine 
yer 1'preſume'to approach, 'becauſethy 


loye hath made .it mine. © This is the 


my 


ſacrifice. for. my ſins, the price of : 
= ns C. 


| 
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Redemprion,: and that by : which my 
Soul: was ranfomed from. Hell, and 
refcued fram a+ dreadful, deſtruRtion 
(.ic was: given for me ) and, / it ſhall 
ag; be given to me, and: haſt thou 
made-fuch a preparation for mc, and 
offer'd it unto; me. Lord, I am tranſ- 
ported at thy love, dear Saviour, | will 
love thee with all my powers, and ſtrive 
and pray that I may love thce more, as 
fervently as cvcr any thy: Saints have 
done; I will give my ſelf unto thee, and 
diſpile all other things in comparilon of 
thee, and when: I- have once taſted of 
this all-ſaving Sacrifice, which was gi- 
ren for me, I'm perſwaded that neither 
Life, Death, Pleaſure or Pain, things 
preſent or ro come, ſhall be able to 1e- 
perate me from the Love of God which 
s.in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, Amey. 

\ My Celeſtial Food, the bread that 

came dowti ffont Heaven, how docs 
thy ſweetneſs and my own ncceſlities 
avite me 2 My body is liable ro Tem- 


| [poral, my Soul to Ercrnal Death; and 
> | behold here is che medicine of immor- 


aliry, which will remove the fting of 
the firſt, and deſtroy the power of the 


[ſkeond , which will fill me with the 


braces I want, fir me for the Gloty I 
Ex c2tire 
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deſire; and advarice my' Soul andBody 
above-tht Power of-corcuption'; I feel 
a mighty-Huiper creared in mec,- which 
nothing butthis Heavenly Manna can 
ſatisfie. *- F'deſpilſe'the:meat/ which 'pe- 
rithes ahd "feedeth' for DeſttuCtivn, 'and 
long with impaticnce' to'talte of this 
Body 6f Chrift, of which may catand 
live for ever; which will make the Grave 
unable to hoid' me, -and Hell not (date 
ro ſhut its Mouth upon me. O make 
no long tarrying, but give me now'and 
ever this 'Btead; I 'delire-nothing but 
Chriſt; if I want- this repaſt, ſhall faint 
or die before I come'to the Mount of 
God.” : -'i;- 1 my OEICY © 41 
My Soul, bchold how thou haſt 
incenſed th Majeſty of Hcaven; ſee 
thy Saviour offered up for thy fins, and 
ſubmirting to the heavy: Wrarh of God, 
aad yer ' whatever he ſuffered was thy 
Portion ; Wretch thar I am to live in 
fuch'a manner, that: nothing elſe could 
ſatisfic or-make my- Peace; bur here | 
come rhis'day to call my ſins to rc- 
membranrce ; 1 will look on the2 whom 
[ have pierced with a moſt tcnder-atid 
{ympathizing Aﬀection, -and - while-l 
break this Holy Bread with my Teeth, 
\ ill commentioratc how thou waſt wm 
5 A | le 
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ſed for.our-1niquities, how our offences 
djd torture thee. . with. grief. and pain. 
Holy Saviour, Im angry at my ſelf, 


| and full of anguiſh ro ſee what I have 


brought upon thee; I'm ſorry with al Pe. 
my heart, that I have given harbor ro 

thy Murderers,..but 4,hopc this ditmal 
ſpeRacle ſhall mortifie in,me all defircs 
after Eyil, and make me abhor all thote 
deſperate pleaſures which., muſt be'. 
early paid for by thee, -or. ſtand charg- 


* — 1 « . 


| cd upon my account for ever. . ; 


\ nr 
8 


A Meditation upon the Element of Wine, 
| What preparation is © our gracious 
: Maſter making for us, be thinks if 
mor.enough to give us hys blefſed Body with 
ES” of all thoſe Tarments which he 

ffered in the Fleſh ; but he is pleaſed to 
pour out his Blood and Life, together with 


it, that we might drink thereof, aud ſo 


take as it were his very Soul into us ; mi- 
ſerabla Wretches we are, that nothing” g/s 
will. help us + O how gracious a_ Redeemer 


have we, that will wot deny us this ;<be- 


bold, O Lord,” 1Thirt,- and this Wine of 


CVs « * 


jo makes me more impatient. to taſte . of 
| 5, Heb this 
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this Cup of Thanksgiving. Thou that haſt 
prepared it for me, make it thy holy Blood 


unto me, and then it ſhall cleanſe my Soul, 
and make me thine for ever. 


Lord, Itremble at the apprehet:- 
ſ1ons of all rhoſe Evils that ſtand 
berween me and thy Glory ; the Grave 
gapeth for me, and Satan is ready eve- 
ry moment to deyour me, wherefore [ 
beſeech rhee, ſprinkle me with thy all 
ſaving Blood, that the deſtroying An- 
gel may paſs oyer me. Let me drink 
of this Cup of Life, and Death ſhall be 
Defeated, rhe Grave Diſmantled, and 
Satan diſappointed : Ler me drink of 
thy precious Blood, that I may receiye 
abundance of thy Spirit, ſo thall ny 
body be hallswed into a ſacred Teh- 
ple, and my Soul repleniſhed with ſuch 
Graces, that I can never periſh. O 
-ive me this Divine Cordial ar preſent, 
and make to me a preſervation for Bo- 
dy and Soul to life everlaſting. 
 TaDore thy unſpeakable Goodnels, 1 
delight in thy unmeaſurable Mercy, 
I defire to know nothing but the Lord 
Jefus, and in him Crucifed: O let the 
Power of thy Croſs prevail againſt all 
the Powers of Darkncfs; let the m- 
Gs | _ 
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Ir 
dom of thy Croſs make me wiſe unto: 
Salvation ; let the Peace of thy Croſs 
reconcile me to thy Eternal Father, and 
bring to me Peace of Conſcience ; let. 
the Victory of thy Croſs mortifie all. 


my evil and corrupt Aﬀections ; let th 
triumph of thy Croſs lead me on to a 
ſtate of Holineſs, that I may ſin no 
more, bur in all things pleaſe thee, and 
in all things ſerve thee, and in all things 
glorifie thee. O my God, aſliſt me 
now and ever, graciouſly and greatly 
rant that I may not receive Bread a- 
lone, for man cannot live by that, bur 
that I may eat Chriſt, and- then I ſhall 
be thy ſervant for ever. 


4 1 Reat Advocate of my Soul, thou 
ſeeſt my defires to love thee, I leave 
my jelf to thy Mannagement ; O enter in- 
to this frozen heart, and erett thy King- 
dom and Empire there, let every deſire 
of. my Soul be ſubjedt to thee, and make me 
willing to ſubmit to any tnjur, ſo I nay 
bat love thee. | f 

0 Compaſſionate Saviour, whoſe Bowels 


Jearn over the Þ* pyztent, let my Soul reſt in 


and | conzemp ogte thee ; enlarge my Mind, 
innf2 me fr gm my Bonds, and let the effect 
it 7176 "ering up my Soul in the Holy Sa- 


| # 4 crament, 


ys2z Advityt6'thole:tHv never” 
arament; i be, that I may become: 4 ſervant 
of. Righteonſmſs, ' and may * reliſh-no wiſe 
: dom, but from'above. ooo 
-: . 0: Lord Jeſus, I am-not worthy to come 
ac: f0* great? a "Myſtery, but thou caniſt 
ake me: worthy; and though T am a fins 
er,' I tome'to-offer the ſacrifice: thou haſt 
commanded." O pardowu my. Offences, aud 
' receive m6 graceaufly for: thy ' Mercies ſake, 
' iT lameiif,* O' God, my deteſtable iniqui- 
ves, for having ſo long, ſo often, and ſo 
obſtinately offended thee. O moſt merci» 
ful Lord, pardon'me for Jeſus Chriſt his 
flike. -0- hear his dying Groans, regard 
his Agony. aud: Bloody Sweet. by his Croſs 
and Paſſion, let my fins be blotted out by 
his glorious Reſurreftion and Aſcention, 
let every Fvil affettion and luft be cruciy 
fed, that I may ariſe to a-newneſs of life. 
Great Friend of my immortal Soul, chuſe 
1 beſeech thee my heart for thy dwelling 
place, repleniſh it with thy Graces, and 
make me to leath theſe tranſitory poſſeſſ 
ONS. BY. 
O Lord, what is there in Heaven, or 
what upon Earth that 7 would have befides 
thee ? 
My heart is ready, O Goe!, my heart 1s 
ready. peel 


Lord, 
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.« Lord, what wouldſt thou have to me do, 
grant me to do what thou commandeſt, and 
command what thou wilt. 

...0,my ſweet Saviour, Tlong for thy. Com- 
pany, and am miſerable without thee,. yet. 
dare ſcarce draw near unto thee, becauſe T 


have nothing\ pure enough to entertain 


thee's: Lord, be merciful to.me a ſinner, 


fri T am grieved. for my unworthineſs, 


and.''amazed at thy candeſcention in offer- 
ing thy ſelf to ſo vile'a Creature. 
::0c4toly: Feſus, I am utterly aſbamed 
that ever I ſhould put thee to ſuch exceed: 
ing Smart and Torture, I am aſhamed to 
think of-it ,and abber_ my fins, 

 .O light of mine Eyes, my ſecure refuge ; 
0 life of my Soul, .my Maker, my Redeem- 
eriand my preſerzer ; into thy hands do [ 
commit: my Spit, . 
0 joy of my.Sovu!, axhen ſhall T love thee 
with all my Heart, with all my Soul, with 
all-my Might When: ſhall I enjoy thee 2 
When ſhall Ticome and appear Lefore thee 2 
When ſhall I fully pleaſe thae ? #, 

 O that T could always ſerve thee, : that [ 
could perfettly obey thee. 

Grant me, O my only Love, that I may 
ceutinually reverexce and amore thee. 
Permit me not, 0 Lord Jeſus,ever to be 

ſeperated from thee. 


Teach 


154 Advice to thoſe who never 


Teach me, inlighten me, dire me, and 
aſſiſt me in all things, but eſpecially at this 
time, that I may do, or ſay nothing, but 
what is agreeable to thy bleſſed Wif, A- 


MEN. 


'T Have made a large Colletion of 
Meditations and Prayers, becauſe of 
the difference of Congregations; ſome 
arc very numerous, and I eſteem them 
pertinent to regulate our thoughts in 
that interval before we go up to the 
Altar ; the leſſer Congregations, and 
they who are deſirous to. be firſt at the 
Holy Table, may have advantage of 
variety, and make uſe of them as their 
inclinations and opportunity will give 
leave. Our thoughts are not always 
upon the wing, we require diverſity of 
Arguments to preſs us to a forward- 
els, beſides they are not deſigned that 
our mind Mauſs be wholly taken up 
with them, that we ſhould read them 
all, and then think we may ſafely go 
yp'ro the Altar of God. The beſt com- 
poſure in the World will be jnſignifi- 
cant, if we don't offer it with Devoti- 
on, Sincerity and. Aﬀection ; one of 
thele Petitions rightly performed, is of 


greater Efficacy than the whole repea- 
124 
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rcd in a rambling diſorder. Lord, have 
mercy upon me a miſerable ſinner, ſaid 
with humility, was more prevalent than 
the long Prayer of the wordy Suppli- 
cant. God knows our necellity before 
we ask, and if we ask with Faith, de- 
pending on the incerceſſion of our Sa- 
viour, he will grant our Petitions even 
before they are ended ; ſo that I would 
have ſome of them repeated with deli» 
beration, and between rhem call in our 
choughrs reconcile them to our reaſon 
and faith, and then offer them up with 
earneſt deyotion, and ſo ſhall we be 
prepared to receive the Lord of Glory. 

When we have made an end of theſe 
Meditations, and are ready top go to 
the Holy Table, riſing from our Knees 
with Reverence; let us ſay, 


Reat Captain of my Salvation, I am 
going to learn to fight the good fight 


of faith in the bleſſed Sacrament of thy Love, 
let thy great Example ther, encourage me 
to fight againſt all Ambition and Oftenta- 
tion, Ceaſoriouſneſs and Uncharitableneſs, 
atainſt coveteous, luſftfull and Laſphemous 
Thoughts, againſt guile and hypocriſie, 
diſcontent and miſtruſt of thy providence ; 
againſt” fuch enemies, crce we hee" 
2 * Jt 7 'x 
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fizht, over theſe . let me Triumph, that 
having ſtriven lawfully, 1 may at laſt be 
admitted to the ſight of thy ſweet ſelf, and 
be charmed with thy. Love for :ever- 
more. 

_ Having thus began our Warfares, 
and declared our chiefeſt Enemies, let 
us approaclr the Holy Altar, that there 
we may pur on the Armor of God, and 
being endued with Righteouſneſs from 
above, may walk more ſccurcly, and 
be defended from the ſubtilty of Men 
and Devils; therefore as we are going 
up, let us turn our thoughts to God in 
the following manner, 


As we go up to the Altar ; 


Come, Lord Jeſus, O take me to thee, 
for thou Ioveſt me, and halt prepared 
a Table for me 'in the ſeat of thy Love ;'-in 
the. multitude of thy mercies, O Lorg God, 
do I now _”__ thy Altar : O pardon my.a 
Sins, aad' receive. me graciouſly; if thou 
ſhouldſt be extream to mark what is amiſs, 
O Lord, who may abide it, but with the 
Lord is mercy, and with him tis plenteous 
redemption. _ Bb 
Lord, haſt thou ſet open this fountain, 
and wilt thou tet a wretched creature, die 


F for 


a 
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for thirſt in thy preſence * Faſt thou pres 
pared ſuch Balmn 'to heal me, and ſhall I 


languiſh here before thee 2 I know if thou . 
w#/t, thou canſt make me clean, hereris the 
ery Taſtrument': Grant therefore, - holy 
Jeſus, that I may duly apply it, and rightly 
vfe it, and then" it ſhall prepare me for 
thee, and unite me to thee by ſuch inſepe= 
rable Bonds, as ſhall never brake, unleſs 
Eternity have 'an end: Bleſſed are they 
who ſo eat thy Fleſh, and drink thy Blood, 


fo as thou requireſt, and ſo as thy Saints 


have done, for they have been cleanſed at 
this fountain, and here there Union nith 
thee firſt bexan. O happy opportunity / 
Lord, let me do it well this once, and [ 
am thine for ever. 


'-Lert us now kncel before the Lord, 
and fay, > 


Jeſu, Son of God, everlaſting Kirg, 
recerve my Spirit, O my Life, take 
my Soal, my Joy, draw my heart unto thee, 
thou that art my Head, direct me : Light 
of mine eyes, enlighten me : O my comfort, 


rejoice me ; my ſweet Food, let me eat thee. 
O Wotd of God, refreſh me : O Light E- 


ternal ſhine thou over me, that I may un- 
derſtand, ka, and love thee, 
a. »-& 


Af- 
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After we have thus dedicated our 
ſelves to God, let us humbly repreſent 
to him the occaſion which drew us hi- 
ther, and beg for his promiſe ſake, thag 
we may not be ſent Empty away. 
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Lamb of God, thou haſt ſaid, he 

that eateth thy Fleſh, and drinketh 
thy Blood, hath eternal Life ; behold thy 
Servant, O Lord, be it unto me according 
to thy Word, 

O Lord God; TI deſire to renew my Cox 
Tenant with thee, and to ſeal it now with 
this Sacrament : Lord; put thy Laws in- 
to my mind, and write them it my heart : 
and for the paſſion of thy deor Son, which 
{ now commemorate, be merciful 0 my Un- 
righteouſneſs ; my Sins and Iniquities do 
thou remember no more, but ve thou my 
God, and I will be thy Servant. 


The Miniſter now approaching us, 
we ought with the Centurion in the 
Goſpel to acknowledge our unworthi- 
neſs, to reccive lo glorious a gueſt, and 
after ſuch a Humilliation, let us look 
up with confidence and repreſent to the 
Father of Heaven, the prevailing ſacci- 
fice of his Son. 


Lord, 


— 


3h on. Ga a4 


%”Q. 5 © — © 


—_ 


a 
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Ord, I am not worthy thou ſhould/F 

' come under my roof, but ſpeak the 
word, Lord, and thy Servant ſhall be 
whole. | 
Behold, O Lord, the ſacrifice of the e- 
verlaſting Covenant, the Lamb that takes 
away the fins of the World : Oh, let all 
the World feel the power of his Interceſ- 
fron ; hear, good Lord, the cry of his 
Wounds, - deny me not ſince I brin 
thy Son with me ; let us all know that he 
lives that was dead, and us a live for ever- 
more. 

O holy Bread, which cameſt down from 
Fleaven, and giveſt life to the World, 
come into my heart, and cleanſe me from 
all defilements of Fleſh and Spirit ; enter 
into my Soul, heal aud ſanitifie me within 
and without. O my Soul, taſte now, and 
ſee how gracious the Lord is : Wheuce is zt 
that my Lord himſelf ſhould come to me. 


Let us now with ſteadfaſt Faith re- 
ar after the Miniſter, bowing our 
Bodies, 7he Body of our Lord Jeſus, &c. 


After we have received rhe Bread, 
ler us lift up our Souls inthankfullneſs, 
and ſay. 

Hail ! 
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T66© 


FTal ! Holy Lamb of God, thrice Wei 


rome art thou to a. poor periſhing. jt Inner. 


Glory be to thee, O Lord, who feedeft me | 
with the Bread of Life ; let thy crucified 


Body deliver me from this _ of death. 
Before the Cup. 


Will receive the Cup of Salvation, ant 

call upon the Name of the Lord. Lord, 
77 thou wilt, thou canſt cleanſe me ; O touch 
me, and ſay, I will be thoy lows; OF, let 
this Blood of thine purge my C onſcience 
from dead Works to ſerve thee, the- ever 
liwing Gorl. 

It will not ſu ufce me, deareſt Saviour, 
to receive thee in part only, for I muſt fo 
wholly thine, and bleſſed Le thy Name, 
that thou haſt already giv?n me thy holy 
Rodyto cleanſe my Nature ; and now thou 
art preparing thy precious Blood to waſh 
away my Guilt, my. fins have poured out 
every drop thereof, wherefore thou pre/en- 
reſt it to me by it ſelf, to ſhew how trul 
thou didſt fu For Death for me, and wo, 
O-my Redeemer, thou haſt ſaid this Cup 
is the Communion of thy Blood, and thy 
truth ts unqueſtionable, thy power 7nfinite, 
and thy love was ſuch, as thou gavep thy 
hear fs $lood for me; I will receive it theres 

I fore 


Ry | 


which 


freſp 


to p41 


' can / 


of Fl 
millit 


7 

OH 
traiſe 
Minto 


facr ed 


| 


| Fi the promiſes of thy holy Goſpe /. JT 
| have indeed drunk iniquity like Water, 
| and therefore am unfit to taſt this Water 
of Life, and yet ſhall periſh without it, 
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re-as the everlaſiing Covenant, the Seal 


for I'me all over defiled, and this is the 


| fountain which thou haſt opened to cleanſe 


w. 1 am ſcorched with the Flames of luſt 


| and unruly paſſicn, and this is the Cup. 


which thou haſt provided to cool and re- 
freſh us : What walue is ſufficient for we 
to put upon this immortal Cordial > Flow 


' can [ reverence it enough, /mce the God 


. 


| 
| 
( 


| 


of Fleaven eſteemed it a price ſufficient for 
millions of periſhing Mankind : My Soul 
longeth after it, Lord, let me taſte, and 
my Soul ſhall live ; let me waſh in this 
laver tefore I come to thy great Tribunal, 
ſo ſhall 7 be whiter than ſnow. 


Let us repear after the Miniſter, the 


| Blood of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, &c. 


After the Cup. 


T is finiſhed, Bleſſed be the Nume of 
our gracious God. Bleſſing, Glory, 
Fraiſe and Honour, Love, Obedience, Di 


| minion and Thanksgiving be to thee, 0 
ſacred Trinity, Father, $29 and 41oly 


AM Ghujt 5 
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Ghoſt, Amen. Wellcame, O my good Jeſus; 


- 
E 
F 
3 


now diſmiſs thy Servant in Peace, for, bh 
mine Eyes have ſeen thy. Salvation, - io 

If we have time before we retutn to = 
our Pews, let us add. r f 


Ow chearing is this Cup to me, bleſs or, 
ſed Jeſus, which was ſo dreadful * tice e 


unto thee'; it was thy Agonies and thy ® U 
Wounds which afforded me this Wine of ackni 
Joy. Thou didſt find how bitter it was, Lord 
when thou wert appeaſing an offended God, y 
but I taſte how ſweet it is now, that thou 
haſt made him a tender and reconciled Fas 
ther. I receive this Cup, O Saviour, as. 
a new pledge of thy deareſt Love, and ſince © \"* 
thou doeft here give me a right to that great - 
Expiation, which thou haſt made, I dd. 
moſt humbly commemorate the ſame before 
the Father of Heaven, as the full ſatis« 


fattion for my innumerable Debts, and 1; y = 
will remember the dolors of thy Croſs, with ' j ber 
a brisker ſenſe than ever ; becauſe thou haſt a 4 
made me drink of thy Blood, and given me |: 


thy Soul; thy Life, and thySpirit ; and ' gr 
fince thou haſt thus joyned me, to thy ſelf, | 

O let nothing ſeperate that which thou haſt . ering 
ſo graciouſly joyned together, Amen. 


— _ 
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| ©. They who have adyanced thus far in 
' their. Duty, and been refreſhed at the 

Table of God, will eafily acknowledge 

Thanksgiving to be the leaſt tribute 
they can pay, and won't be ſatisfied, 

that they have given praiſes at the Al- 
4 tar, bur are willing ro offer this facri- 
fice every oppottunity, therefore let us 
at our return to our Seats, be ready to 


icknowledge the loving kindneſs of the 
Lord. 


Raiſe the Lord; O my Soul; and all 
| that is within" me bleſs his Holy 
Name ; was it not enough that thou ſhouldſt 

. ſoffer ſo much for me, , thou wilt alſs 
. give all the purchaſe of thoſe ſufferings to 
* |me; thy loving kindneſs is truly admira- 
" \Wle, thou haſt taken my ſins on thy ſelf, 
\md communicated thy Righteouſneſs to my 
Saul; - Lord; while 7 Lelieve and conſider 
- [the benefits of thy Paſſion; I am revived 
\ ad fd with an unwonted Vigour, my. 
, \ |Unſcience does, accuſe me of many and 


; 
4 
t- + peo fins; but I do here moſt humbly 
' 
{1 


ud thaxkfully ſet forth this perſedt fin, 
' ering before thy Divine Majeſty, 7 know 
| You carmot except againſt it; I believe it 
 ſuficient to attone thine Anger: Bleſe 
y Jeſus, how is my Soul refreſhed, that 
| M 2 it 


| 
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is again reſtored to thy Father's Iove ; let 
Heaven and ——_ thee for this glo« 
rious Sacrifice, and I witl bleſs thee while 
T have any being, T1 have receiv'd thy 
immaculate Body, and it ſhall cleanſe my 
finful Body, and teach me by the wertue 
of ſo rare an Example, to relieve my poor 
Brethren for whom thou haſt died, and to 
conquer my Enemies by charity; for thus 
thou haſt done to me, and both my lips and 
life ſhall ſet forth thy praiſe, for now I be- 
gin to find the Mercy, Peace, Comfort and 
Grace which flow from the Death of Chriſt ; 
wherefore I will love thee, Holy Jeſus, 
more than I can expreſs ; and fince thou 
haft given thy ſelf, thy Merits and Graces 
to me, and ſeal'd a new Covenant with 
me in thy Blood, I here bind my ſelf by 
this ſacred Cup to be ſincerely thine. I 
have ſworn, and am ſteadfaſtly purpoſed to 
keep thy Righteous Judgments; O let me 
never unhallow that Body, or defile that 
Soul in which the Lord Jeſus delights to 
dwell in; let no Oaths, or Lying, prophane 
thoſe Lips, no Obſcenity or Intemperance 


pollate that Mouth by which theſe holy | 


Symbols have paſſed; but let thy Mercy 
keep me in this happy Temper till I have 
accompliſhed all my Reſolutions, Amen, 


Or 


| tance 
entir 


from 


W 
the g 
| comn 
' of ol 
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Or This : 
ALL 7s thiye, Dear Saviour, dif- 
\ Poſe of all that is here of Body and 
Soul, of life and Idging, according to thy 
Divine Will and Pleaſure ; I intend, 0 
Lord, ſtrengthen me in this very Hour : 
T intend, O ſweet Saviour, a Total Refor- 
mation of my Life and Manners, an intire 
Mortification of my Corporal Senſes, an 
' = abſolute change in my whole Man; grant 
therefore, O good Jeſus, that at each word 
of my Mouth, at each glance of my Eye, 
at each morſel 7 Eat, at each member [7 
Move, at each ailzon Inward or Outward 
T undertake, I may perform. all accordi 
to thy holy Will and Pleaſure, I will 
| therefore expett from thee, O Heavenly 
, Father, the exatt. Remembrance ; from 
; thee,my Redeemer, the perfett Knowledge ; 
| from thee, O Holy Spirit, a true Reper- 
| tance ; from thee, O $ acred 7 rintty, the 
entire Abſolution and Plenary indulgence 


| from all my iniquities, Amen. 
| 


We have bcen informed that this is 
the great Feaſt of Love, and arc now 

; commemorating that my 0X love 
' of our Saviour, and ſince his Blood was 
xr | ſhed for the fins of the whole World, 
M 3 | 
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let our Charity extend it ſelf to the ut- 
xermoſt parts of the Earth, but more e- 
ſpecially, the Holy Catholick Church ; 
therefore the time we ſpare from our 
Devotions, let us beſtow in good de- 
ſires to thoſe preſent, ſending up a 
hearty Amen to the Prayers for our 
Brethren ; ler it rejoyce our Souls, to 
ſee ſo many of the Servants of God 
waiting at his Altar -to receive the 
Bread of Life; let us earneſtly pray 
that this Communion may be life to e- 
very one, that all who are preſent, may 
meet to Feaſt in life Everlaſting. p 


Thou Eternal Being, wouchſafe to 

Leſs, confirm and ſtrengthen us all 
who are preſent before thee, deliver us 
from the day of Condemnation, and let us 
not be confounded when we ſhall appear be- 
fore thee in the preſence of thy Angels, 
but grant that through the blood of the 
Croſs, we may all becleanſed from our fins, 
and preſcnted pure unblamable, and ir- 
reprovable in thy fight, that ſo we may be 
admitted into that place of parity, where 
20 uncleais thing can enter, to fing Eternal 
Hallelujahs to him that ſets upon the 
Throne, and to the Lamb for ever. 


May 
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' May what we have now offer'd up to thee, 
0 Lord, be accepted for the good of the 
univerſal World, for all thoſe for whom 
the Holy Jeſus ſhed his moſt precious Blood, 
for the Glory of thy Holy Name; and for 
the coming of the Holy Ghoſt, that he may 
pleaſe to viſit and enlighten all our Hearts. 
0 Lord, be propitious to the Holy Catho- 
lick Church, and by the increaſe of Faith, 
Flope and Charity, inlarge its Limits ; he 
pleaſed to remember all that are Fallen, 
all that are in Captivity, the Infirm, Sick, 
Stranger, Fatherleſs and Widow; in 
' great Mercy look upon them all, reſtere, 
heal, comfort, and relieve them, for Jes» 

ſas Chriſt his ſake, 


Praiſe the Lord, O my Soul, and all 
| that is within nie, praiſe his Holy Name, 
Amen. 


As ſoon as'the Congregation has 
| communicated, - let us prepare to glo- 
rife the Lord together, in order to it, 
let us refle&t upon the Goodneſs of this 
God, who has done ſo much for us; 
and if we are attentive to the Prayers 
of the paſt Communion, 'tis' impoſhble 
to behave our felves coldly, or indiffe- 
rently ; there is ſo much life in the ex- 

s M 4 preſ- 
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preſſions,, that we are forced to utter 
them with an affeionate concern, and 
the greater our Zeal, the greater is the 
Benefit we receive. Eachthought muſt 
giveus an Idea beyond our Expreſlion, 
we ſhall be fo wholly taken up with 
this wonderful love of Chriſt, that we 
ſhall be angry our conceprions are ſo 
imperfe, that we don't ſee more clear- 
Iy this Beauty of Holineſs. O let us 
loſe our ſelves in this boundleſs con- 
rcmplation, and be raviſhed with the 
loving kindneſs of the Lord ; and now 
that we are in earneſt become the Sons 
of God, we may with confidence lift 
up our hearts to Our Father which is in 
Ffeaven, which is the firſt Prayer the 
Church has appointed to offer up to 
God ; we have been feaſting at his Ta- 
bie, renewing our Covenants, and made 
pertakers of our Saviour and his Spirit ; 
therefore being lo clothed, 'tis very pro- 
per our firſt addreſs be made in his own 
word. After we have repeated that 
with Reverence, let us join in the next, 
for 'tis now high time that we make an 
oftering to the God of our Salvation, 
and there is nothing we can pive more 
pleaſing than our ſelves to be a reaſon- 
ble ſacrifice; therefore let us A 

C- 
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dedicate our Souls, Body ang Spirit to 
the ſervice of God, and be infinirly re- 
joyced, that God is pleaſed to accept 
us therein, and this will enable us more 
chearfully ro joyn in the following 
Hymne. When our Heavenly King ſees 
us ſo hearty in his Service, fo deſirous 
of Pardon, that we with the greateſt 
Earneſtleſs, cry to the only begotren 
Jeſus Chriſt ; and with all, ſo forward 
_ to return our humble thanks for his 
Mercy : No doubt he will be near to 
our Aſſiſtance, and reward us with 
more than we can ask or think, even 
- exalt us to thar ſtate of Glory with him 
that ſits on the right hand of the Fa- 
ther, and is maſt high in the Glory of 
God. 

Aﬀer we have thus affctionately 
 joyn'd in the Prayers of the Church, 
ler us with Faith and Thankfulneſs re- 
ceive the Bleſling,and then with humble 
Adoration once more magnifie the good- 
neſs of God, for who can be weary in 


praiſing the noble acts of the Lord ? 


pr the Lord, O my Soul, and let 
all thy Powers be afted with ſuch 
love and wonder, that thou mayeſt break 
forth into all the expreſien of joy aud glad- 


= 
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neſs, thit admiration and gratitude cay 
inſpire thee with; Glory be to thee, O Lord, 
moſt Fligh. | 


Let us riſe from our Knees and bow 
towards the Holy Table, ſhewing our 
unwillingneſs to depart the place where 
his Honour dwells, leave it with a re- 
Iutance, and ſtill ſay in our hearts, 'tis 
good for us to be here. They who are 
arriv'd to:ſuch a habit, muſt neceſſari- 
ly defirc another opportunity to gloris 
fie God in this manner, and be very 
- fond of frequenting his Houſe till this 
bleſſed ſeaſon returns ; for we are not to 
think our Duty done with our 
Prayers, we muſt create a kind of a 
familiarity with God, and no way ſo 
likely to do that, as by the conſtant ap- 
pearance in his Houſe ; there it is he 
has promiſed to be, and thither we 
muſt come if we would have our Pray- 
ers returned with ſucceſs. Though 
private Devotions be neceſſary, yer the 
Publick are abſclutely ſo ; there God 
is honoured by the company of his 
Saints, and there we have the oppor- 
runity to acknowledge him to be the 
Lord. *Tis there we aſſemble with 
one accord to preſent our Petitions 7 

| | | | the 
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| the Throne of Grace, and 'tis moſt 
likely our Incenſe ſhould pierce Hea- 
ven, when it aſcends thither in a thick 
cloud, but ſure there will be no occaſion 
to uſe Argumentstothoſe who have felt 
che Bleſſings of coming thus together ; 
they muſt ſee how pleaſant it is to 
dwell in ſuch Unity, and prefer rhe 
door of the Tabernacle, to the Pa» 
laces of Princes; they who are ſo 
. unhappy as to be Strangers there, 
who have no taſte, nor are perſwad- 
ed of the Truth of theſe things, I 
could wiſh they would prevail with 
themſelves to try the deliciouſneſs of 
the Employment, and I am ſure they 
would be obliged ro confeſs not one 
half has bcen told them. 
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A Meditation for the Communi. 
on at Chriſtmas. 


\ A 7 Elcome thrice bleſſed day, the deſire of all 


Nations, whoſe diflant plories made 
the Father of the Faithful to rejoice, and whoſe 
approaches fill d the World with wonder and ex- 
pettation; thou wert uſhered in with Angelick 
Hymns, and celebrated ever ſince with Anthems 
or praiſe, becauſe thou didſt bring forth joy, and 
a Redeemer to Mankind. Happy am I that have 
a ſacrifice of Thankſgiving in my hand, to ex- 
preſs the delight which my heart doth feel: This 
Holy Table is the Altar, upon which I offer my 
HAcknuwledgmers for all mercies; And Oh, how 
many, bow great are thoſe which this day 
brings to my remembrance, ſo Infinite it cannot 
be expreſſed, and yet ſo excel ent they muſt not 
be forgotten: This day bath reconciled Heaven and 
Earth, and ContradiFions made freinds ; to find 
a way to help us, as if nothing might diſagree 
1'hen Man was at peace with God: O my Soul, 
ſummen all thy pawers to admire and worſhip, for 
all is M:racie, and the Height of wonder, 
eternity begins to be; the maker of all is made 
bimſelf'; an infinite Majeſty is ſhrunk into the 
dimenſions of a Span; the Word is made Fleſh, 
and God becomes Man, yet remains God ſtill: 
Here is a Mother who knew no Man, a Son 
that had no Father on Earth; a Child of Adam, 
rntainted with the contagion that infetts ail his 
p:*erity; an ſnfant bonored with a new gloriou, 
Star ; 


- 
4 
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Star ; adored by Kings ; worſbipped by Angels, 


born in the condition of the meaneſt Fortune: 

All Hail, ſweeteſt Saviour, How lovely is thy 
condeſcention? How honourable thy abaſement ? 
. Thou haſt more ſplender in the raggs of humility, 
than all the Grandeurs of this world could give 
thee ; thu art more f a King, becauſe thou 
wouldeſs be like a Slave for our ſakes, and 
conquers more hearts by thy ſtupendious Love, 
and unparalleled ſelf-Denial: O how ſhall ] 
, celebrate this great ſolemnity, where withall 
ſhall IT ſet forth my gratitude for this moſt 
auſpicious Day ;* I will receive the Cup of Sal- 
vation, and with faith and raviſhments of de- 
light, feaſt upon that precious Body and Blood, 
which TFeſus did this day aſſume for me: It is 
not enough, deareſs Lord, that thou waſt born 
for me, unleſs that alſo thou wert born again in 
me, and as it were become incarnate in my heart : 
In thy birth thox waſt made one with us, thou 
didſt put on Meſh ; and wert a partaker of our 
Humanity, and thou haſt appointed this Sacra- 
ment, that I might be one with thee, be re- 
pleniſhed with thy Spirit, and a partaker of 
Droine Nature: Nor is it any incongruity, if 
I remember thy paſſion, and praiſe thee for thine 
Incarnati-n at once ; for as ſoon as thou waſf 
born thou didſt begin to die, and the life which 
was here begun, compared to that glorions Life 
which thou didſ# leave, was it ſelf a very death 
for us, which thy Divinity could nut feel, and 
thy Nativity was the firſt Scene of thy paſſion, 
for it introduced thy Death, and that effetted our 
Salvation, ſo that I witl remember both together ; 

in 
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in both thou haſt moſt admirably humbled thy 
ſelf ro the depth of miſeries, and yet I doubt nit 
but thou would: have ſtupid lower, if it had been 
either neceſſary or poſſible, but there needs no more 


Teſtimonies of thy love, bleſſed Feſus, I am 


already over-whelmed with theſe that are (6 
ſtrange and undeverſed, ſo ſweet and raviſhingy 
that my Soul cou'd* not contain, if it did not 
vent it ſelf in thy praiſes therefore with 
Angels. 


———_ th = — 
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A Meditation for the Commu- 
nion at Eaſter. 


' My Soul, adors thy ſelf with the Gar: 


ments of Gladnefſs, prepare thy moſt 


triumphant Hymns to go forth, and meet this 
great - returning Conqueror z thou didſt rejoice 


when he was pleaſed to undertake the combat,and 
didſt celebrate his entrance into the Liſts with. 


praiſes: Hew then will it rawiſh thee to behold 
him come off with ſucceſs and Honour, his war- 
fare is now accompliſh'd, and he hath paſſed 
through the Scorn and Cruelty of Men, the ma- 
lice and rage of Devils, the juſt, but ſevere 
anger of God, yea, the ſhadow of death, and 
regions of eternal horror ; and after all this thy 
ſurety is ſet at liberty, for he hath paid his debts, 
arid cancelled all thoſe diſmal Bonds, by which 
thou art forfeited to eternal ruin, thy Champion 
is wittorious, and as the Trophies of bis Conqueſt, 
be bath the Keys of D:ath and Hell, and leads 
then 
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them both in Triumph wangiſhed and diſarm'd. 
Bleſſed be he that cameth in the name of the Lord, 
we receive thee, deareſt Saviour, as born to us 
a. ſecond time, and this ſhall be thy Birth-day, 
' alſothe Natinuty thought nat of eur Emperor, yet 
of thy Empire, thy Reſtoration to. @ Sate of Im- 
mortality, Thy» former Birth. ſhew'd thee to be 
the Son of Man, but this declares thee to be 
the Son of God,. and now that our Redeemer 
liveth, he that Ioved us ſo infinitely as to die for 
us doth now ever live to intercede on our hebalf, 
be that expreſſed ſuch kindneſs to us in his paſſion, 
hath ſo fully demonſtrated his own Power in his 
reſurrettion, that we are ſure he is able as 
willing to, deliver us : Let the Heavens rejoice 
and the Earth be glad, for this is the day that 
| the Lord hath _ 4 day to be had in everlaſt- 
ing Remembrance, a Time deſtined to Fubilee 
aud rejoycing: Behold how nature is raiſing it 
ſel from the grave of Winter, and ſeems annu-. 
ally zo celebrate the memory of our Lord's reſur- 
retion, in ber green and freſh attire, a ſeaſon 
choſen by God, a Feſtrual three Thouſand years 
ago, and Obſervedever ſince by Jews or Chriſti- 
| ANS, or both, with the greateſt Solemmity ; ſee 
; bow thoſe blinded Jews rejoyced "over their Y 
| Paſcal Lamb in the midſt of all their calami- 
ties, for the deliverance of their Fathers: | But 
| we have a nobler Paſs-over, for. a. greater deli- 
| vrance, Chriſt, our Paſs-over is ſacrific'd for 
| us, therefore let us. keep the Feaſt, and that 
upon the precious Body and Blood of. the Lamo- 
| God, who is ſlain, but is alive again; be- 


| held 


| 
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bold be lives for evermore, wherefore I will 50 


zo thy Alter with joy, and tell out thy - wa ks. 


with pladneſs. O moſt mighty Saviour, who haſt- 


not only died for my Sins, but riſen again for my 
Juſtification, and indeed what comfort could Thave 
ound in this memorial of thy death, if it bad 


not been for thy reſurreftion, this Sacrament 


would have only remembred thy ſufferings, and 
renewed my ſorrow, to think that ſo excellent a 
perſon ha1 periſhed in the attempt; but it is be- 
ccame @ feaſt of joy, becauſe it is an aſſurance of 
thy reſurrefion, as well as a commemoration of 


thy Paſſion; and ſince thou liveſt, ſweet Jeſus, 
we leve aiſo, thy reſurrefion raiſed tur hearts 


from ſad deſpair, it gives a new life to cur 
hopes, it makes our ſorrows light, our labours 


eaſie, our lives chearful, and our death advan-' 


tape, becauſe it hath luſt its ſting , and is be. 


come the Gate into Immortality ; we can charm 
all our fears and Troubles with this one word, 
the Lord is riſen, yea, the Lird is riſen inated, 
ſor thou haſt waſhed us in thy own blood, and 


made us Kings and Preiſts to God, to Offer up at 


rais Altar never ceaſing Praiſes. 


_— 


A Meditation for the Commu- 
nion on Whit-Sunday. 


[| Will po to thy Altar, O Lord, with a new 


ſacrifice of praiſe, becauſe thou haſt given me 


a freſh Inſtance of tby Love this day; thou art 
ſlow 


—  —— 
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' few to puniſh thy enemies; but ſpeedy to com- 


fort thy ſervants, for no ſooner was thy miſery 


| chimged into glory, but we received the greateſt 


demonſtration of thy affetions ; no ſooner didſt 
thou put cn thy Crown in Heaven, but the earth 
felt the bounty of thy diſpenſaticns ; for it was 
nct- pofivie f* thee, ſweet Feſus, fer thy promiſe 
to remain long unperformed, or the ſad expetta- 


tions of thy Diſciples unſatisfied: Being aſſembled 


| therefore th's day, with one heart in ne place, 


they are ſuddainly ſurdrized with winder, and 
inſpired with a Heavenly power, ſuch as they 


' bad never felt before, vigorous as a mighty wind, 


| 
| 


! 


chearing as the mcrning [:ght, inflaming their 
bearts with zeal, and filling their mouths with 


; Anthems, indited with the Languages of all 1he 


World: O' wonderfull Change, their Ignorance 


| is turned into Learnivg, their miſtakes into in 


fallibilizy, their fear into couroge, their weak= 
neſs into ſtrength, their ſorrow into joy, and they 
in a moment made able to confound the Arts, 
and conquer the Oppoſitions of the Heathen worid, 
and maygre all the diviccs of Satan, to ſet up 
the Kingdom of the Lord Chriſt ; an ſhail 2e 
mot praiſe thee, for theſe m-:raculcus diſpen/ations 
by which the goſpel was made knuwn, cven to 
us in the moſt utmoſt corners, and laſt of times ; 
Jes, Holy Feſus, we will alſs meer thee with 
one accord at thy table, nct doubting but thou 
would give us the meaſures of thy Spirit there, if : 
our duty, or our neceſſity, did require it , it is 
enouph ro us that thou knoweſt our need m:re 
than will ſupply them ; we dare na ask, lejt 
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thou wilt not give; thou baſt given us thy ſelf, 
wherefore we believe thou wilt not deny us thy 
Spirit, without which we can have. no Intveſf 
in thee, nor benefit from thee: We come met, 
gracious : Lord, with the carnal Fews to 


devour i Fleſh, but to partake of thy Spirit, - | - 
J 


which only giveth life, the fleſh profiteth nothing.; 
behold thy Spirit hath converted Millions: Let 
me therefore, together with thy precious Body, 
receive here ſuch proportions of thy holy Spirit, 
as may ſuppreſs my evil Afﬀettions, revive my 


dead heart, comfort my dejetted mind, and turn 
my ignorance into knowledge, my knowledge in., | 


to prattice, and make that praftice ſo ſweet an 

eaſie, that this may be a day of joy to me alſo, 
ſolemnized in the 1hite Garments of Santtifica- 
tiow and rejuycing; and finally, let nat this 
Heavenly Inſpiration be only _—— in Ecſtaþes, 
and only feryours this day, but let thy Spirit 
reſt upon me, and dwell in me for ever, (0 ſhall 
I ahways have cauſe to bleſs thee for ſo incoms 
parable a gift : Methinks I feel already the farce 
thereof, bearing down my corruptions, and the 
bright beams driving the miſts of Sin and Error. 
I find its flames warming my heart with Zeai 


and charity, and its quickning power opening 


my ſealed lips to ſhew forth thy praiſe. 


hed > Ate. 
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A Meditation for che Commu- 
_ monon Trm fy S unday. 


'0) Admirable myſtery! to be adored in the 
DP profoundeſt ſilence, by the contemplation 
thereof ; when I am ſtruck with amazement 1 
tan learn humility, and diſcover mine own Tg- 
horance, and I bave the opportunity of exerciſing 
s Nobler faith than if I could comprehend it 
with my ſhallow reaſcnirgs, and imperfect de- 
monſtraticns, the Trinity in Unity, and the 
Unity in Trinity hath been derided b, the Hea- 
thens, and endeaucured to be perplexed by the 
Wits of all kind of Hereticks, but it ſufficeth me, 
Bleſſed Feſus, that thou haſt revealed it, and 
thy Hely Church, divided into many other things, 
bath univerſally agreed in thy gren: Trath, and 
I am the more confirmed in is becauſe I learn by 
i to werſhip with a regular devotion, from 
bence I am the more confirmed: I am taught to 
pray to” the Father in the Name of the Son, 
through the aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt, and ns 
lng as I live will | praiſe thee, and magnife 
thee in this maniver ; 1 will bleſs thee particul:r- 
ly at this Holy Feaſt for ſo excellent a revelation, 
for this Ordinance it ſelf contains many things 
above my underſtanding, and its all myſtery ; 
the Trinity is the Article, and thy Sacramenr the 
Rite which do diſtinguiſh thy true Riligion freoms 
all the ſefts in the World; wherefere, by - 
| ” N 2 ſerving 
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ſerving this Rite, T do embrace this Faith, and 
upon the repreſentation of thy death, IT do profe 
rm live in it, and die for it, reſolving never #6 
have cther Lords ; when I faid the Father giving, 
the Son giving, and the Holy Ghoſt diſpenſing 
that Gift unto my Soul in this ſacred Communion, 
i fhall be a greater confirmation to my faith m 
divine Myſtery, than can be acquired from -the 
moſt carious ſearch into it : However I am 
reſolved my Reaſon ſhall ail to thy word, and 1 
will be content to ſtay ſor @ full apprehenſion of 
this ſublime truth, till T am advanced to a State 
of Angelick perfettion, and come to hebcld the 
glorics of the true God , till then I will bleſs thee 
jor what I know, and believe more than I can 
conceive, and I will worſhip the ſame Ma- 
jelly which the Heavenly Choir doth, in theſe 
Haareſſes. 


the reſt, ſhe has rold us the benefirs, 
and forewarned us of the danger, let 
it be upon our own Heads if we have 


drunk Chriſt's Blood unworthily ; 


therefore let us as ſoon as poſlible re- 
tire and cxamine our behaviour during 
the Celebration of theſe Holy Myſte- 
rics. How our thoughts were employ- 
cd, and how earneſt our longings were 


atter this Bread cf Heayen ; whether 


ve had duly examined our {clves be- 
fore, 


T "HE Church has now done her 
part, and leaves us to diſcharge: 
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fore, and repented as we ought, in 
what part ſoeyer of thefe things we 
have. done atmſ3z let. us ask pardon 


' and endeavour to come more prepared 


the next time. This will ſhow thar 
we are fincere with God, and don'r 
come our of cyſtom, but for his Grace 
ard Mercy; and ket us take cvery op- 
psrtuniry to ask that, for Chriſt is now 
come very near us, therefore let us lay 


| before him alk+our wants, that fo we 


may be. fff d wich his Heavenly Bee 
nediction ; let-us nor loſe a minute on 
this day, but be earneſt in all manner 


| of ſupplicarion, for we muſt nor leave 


our Devotions with the Church, that 
would be:ſerting.open the door indeed, 
that Satan might enter into us; but I 
hardly believe,they who have had their 
hearts kindled ar rhe! Alcar, can ſuffer 
them to grow cold before .thay ger 
home ; therefore ler: us retire, before 
Dinner, and after we have thus. ſeri- 
ouſly refleted upon whar we havebeen 
doing, let us add to our thoughts the 
tullowing Meditation. : 
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A Meditation before Dinner.. 


Hen I compare thy aits with mine, 

Holy Jeſas, I am exceedingly 

aſhamed to behold ſo x vaſt a diſproporti- 
on thou giveſt me, thy Merits and Graces, 
thy Life and Love at preſent, and haft 
promiſed to me thy Kingdom: in reverſion, 
and I have ſcarce return'd this with the 
tntire devotion of one . half hour. O- how 
little. is my obdurate Heart affetted with 
the ſence of my own Guilt, the' fears of. thy 
Divine Wrath, or apprehenfions of thyſufe 
ferings, yet, Lord, I defire, and did ene 
deavour to praiſe thee, ſo that I hope thou 
wilt confider my infirmities with much come 
paſſion and meaſure, my ſervices not by the 
exattneſs of my performance, but by the 
fincerity .of my wiſhes, ſo ſhall 1 be accep» 
ted before thy Heavenly Father, and-by 
the mercy of that acceptance, be obliged 
fo thee for ever. Try 


Moſt merciful Lord God, IT am a- 
mazed at the mighty favours which 
thou haſt ſhew'd to me a finful wretched 
Creature; I cannot but acknowledge thy | 
goodneſs, though I cgu make no Retributi- 
IL! N , _— ; On, 
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on, had I all the World at my diſpoſal, 
[ could freely gawe it all to thee as a Te- 
Stimony of my unfeigned gratitude, but [ 
hear thy gracious voice, ſaying, unto me, 
My Son, give me thine heart, 2? is no? 
mine, but me thou ſeekeſt ; finſul and mij» 
rable though I am, yet I am the purchaſe 
for which Jeſus has left his Glory, laid 
down his Life, done and ſuffered all theſe 
things. O marvelous Condeſcenſion! I am 
nothing, IT have nothing, I am wcid of all 
Gopd, full: of Evil, and. deſerving, thy 
Wrath,ſo that [al hor my ſelf;and canſt 1ho: 
dwell in me! Be it ſo then, 1 will diſpute 
uo more with unſearchable mercy, I believe, 
0:my God, and wonder, I can no longer re- 
fift thy condeſcending and almighty love, 1 
will with all the joy imaginable give my felf 


#nto thee, who haſt but lately reſtored me 
'to my ſelf; I have been a priſoner to Sa- 


tan,- a Slave to Sin, and marked out for 
Deſtrufttioon ; but thou haſt procured my 


Pardon, Lilerty and Life, requiring no 


more for fo inexpreſſible a bounty,but that 
I lecome entirely thine; had I the life 
of an Angel, the underſtanding of a Che 


rubim, or the power of one of thy Fleavene 


ly. Hoſt, thou deſerveſt it all. I'm ſorry 
I'm no better, yet ſuch as Iam, I do moſt 


freely ſurrender my ſelf unto thee, my Bo= 
: N | 
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dy and Soul, avowing I will be no more 
my own, but thy ſervant: O be thou plea. 
ſed to come and reign over me, take poſſeſ- 
fion of this unworthy heart, I hope T ſhall 
ever be ſo unjuſt, perjured and ſacrelegi- 
vous, as to rob thee of my ſelf hereafter; it 
7s indeed a miſerable gift: that I offer, a 
defiled Body, and a ſtained Soul, but "tis 
all I have to give, all that thou requireſt, 
awd 'twill be the better for being thine ; 
let me never have another Maſter, let 


me never ſully that which the Blood of 


Chriſt hath waſhed, nor ſell that to Satan 
which Jeſus hath bought for God. Grant 
me therefore, gracious Lord, that I may 
find by the workings of thy Spirit within 
me, that thou haſt accepted me ; give me 
ſuch help from thee, to confirm my hope, 
that I may always performmy wTows,and ne- 
ver rob thee of that which I have dedicated 
in the fincerity of my Soul : I am thine, 0 
fave me for thy mercies ſake, Amen. 
Our Farher, &c. 

From the riſing of the Sun unto the going 
down of the ſame, the Name of the Lord 
ſhall be great among the Gentiles in every 
place; incenſe ſhall 5 offer d unto his Name, 
and a pure offering for his Name ſhall be 
great among all Nations. 

Glory be to the, &c. As it was, — c, 
| | us 
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. This Day is appointed to be obſery'd 
as a Feſtzval; and I would have no Chri- 
ftian ſo miſtake himſelf, as to keep it 0- 
therwiſe : Bur ſince it is likewiſe a Day 
to be kept holy ro the Lord, we muſt 
not indulge our ſelves oyer-much, leſt 
we run into another Errour, and make 
us uncapable of ſerving God, or our 
felves as we ought, by turning our rea- 
fonable Service into ſleepy Deyotiens. 
And ſince I'm ſpeaking of the Sazbath, 
it can't be unneceſſary to lay down ſome 
Rules for our Obſervarion of it. There 
1sno Chriſtian, but muſt lament the ge- 
neral Neglect of it; for one fort ſpends 
it in unneceſſary Buſineſs ; the other, in 
impertinent Recreations ; and even they 
who are more reſery'd, and ſeem to have 
2 greater Senſe of Religion, are apt to. 
make large Allowances, that except the 
Time ſpent in the Church, there 1s lit- 
tle beſtow'd on any Act of Religion. 
The Church requires our Belief of the 
Morality of the Sabbath ; and if we were 
perſuaded that 'tis a Day ſer a-part by 
God himſelf,” for liis own Service, we 
ſhould have lefs Inclinations to lay our 
fo much of-it in our own : We-mult po- 
tively believe our Obligarions to God 
on this Day, and refolye, that the Time 
We 
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we don't ſpend "in the Church, ſhquld 
devoutly be employ'd at home. We 
ſhould ſeparate our Thoughts from the 


Concern of this World : In the Morn+. 


ing, . earneſtly beg of God chat we may 
ſanQifie the Sabbath : After Church, re- 
flet upon what we heard ; if it was prax 
ical Matter, reſolve to make uſe of it 
in our Converſation; if Matter of Faith, 
examine wherher we can give our poſts 
tive Aſſent to it ; if we don't juſtly com- 
prehend it, let us cndeavour to be bet- 
ter inform'd : Let us call to Mind the 
Benefir of our Creation, Redemption, 
and whatever elſe may beger in us holy 
Thoughts, and a fervent Loye to God:: 
Lerusturn ourThoughts into our ſelves, 
that we may the better underſtand our 
Condition towards God ; for how is it 
poſſible ro be ſenſible of our Afﬀairs; if 
we don't ſuffer our Souls to contemplate 
for their Safety 2 There are many that 
cant accuſe themſelycs of notorious 
Crimes, that can anſwer to the poſitive 
Prohibitions of the Law, AY theſe have 
I kept from my Touth ; yet if they ſuffer 
themſelves to go further in their Exa- 
mination, will find Reaſon, with the 
young Man in the Goſpel, to be exceed- 
ing ſorrowful, though upon another Ac- 

count ; 
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count ; they will find a diſma} Account 
of other things toanſwer, and which are 
as neceſſary to be repented of, as they 
are to be obſerv'd for the future. - Be- 
ſides, Contemplation is the beſt Way -ta 
improve our Underſtanding in the Ways 
of Goodneſs ; there is infinite Variety 
for our Thoughts to work upon, and all 
of : them exceeding pleaſant : 'Tis this 
that will make us in love with Piety ; 
and then we ſhall ſoon turn our Specu- 
lation intoPraftice. They who are us'd 
romeditate, find the SatisfaCtion of rheir 
Conſideration : Though 'tis no eafie mar- 
ter for a Man that has wholly bent his 
AﬀeQion to an immoderate Love of this 
World, to bring under his unruly De- 
fire; he ſhall hardly begin to think what 
he is, why he was ſent hither, and whi- 
cher he is haſt'ning, but he ſhall ſtop in 
the middle, and-the very Thoughts of 
the preſent, put him upon enjoying it in 
another manner. Sa vain and trifling are 
we when we have given up our ſelves 
to be miſtaken for a while, thar'tis hard 
to bring us to our Senſes, and perſuade 
us we are our ſelves when we become 
Rational Creatures. I'm unwilling to 
preſcribe our Chri/tian Liberty on this 
Day ; 'tis certain we may extend it to 
4 EY all 
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all Things of . Neceflity, bur. then ' we 
ſhould be cautions; for we are generil- 
ly fuch Latitndinarians in things thar 


ling to lofe an Inch of our Liberty; and 


is beftow'd in the Service of God :. Our 
Trade is not then going on, and we are 
backwarder by one Day in our Afﬀairs 
of this World, never conſidering we haye 
another Merchandize to care for ; bur 
if we can ſecure Wealth enough here, 
have no great AﬀeCtion to lay up Trea- 
{ure elſewhere ; as if we were afraid out 
Riches . would corrupt there, or our 
| Venture come ſhort of our ExpeQations. 
j{:*'. = -Jt was the Obſeryation of a great Man, 
j{ That the more exact he was in kezping 


greater Succefs in the following Week. 
Whether every Body would be thus hap- 
py, I can't refolve, bur am ſure there 
can be no Danger in the [Trial ; and if 
we fail once, it may fuccced rhe next : 
However, there is ſufficient Reward in 
it (elf, for we ſhall have the Satisfation 
of doing our Duty ; and'that we can't 
efle&t more exaaly, than by: a devout 
Meditation when alone, and a ſerious 
Attention when at Church. They _ 

"ayc 


cohcern our felves, thar we are not wik- 


are apt to think our Time loſt, which 


the Sabbath, his Aﬀairs met with the. 
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kaveFamilics, areto inſtruct their Houſs 
hold in their Dury, and ſee they dil> 
charge ir; by giving good Examples. 
and Inſtructions, and ſeeing they follow 
them; for when all is done, the effeAual 
Preachers are Parents and Maſters : Mis 
niſters may give the beſt Counſe], and: 
preach, the greateſt Truths ; bur tis 
they muſt ſee it has its proper.Etteft in. 
their own Lives and Converſations, and 
in thoſe that belong to them. 

If this were induſtriouſly practiſed, 
what Encouragement would it be to the. 
Miniſters to labour more abundantly 
for the Salvation of their Flock > And 
how ſhould we all rejoice in the Day of 
the Lord, that they had neither run, 
nor labour'd in vain. In ſhort;+ Our 
Communion. on this Day ought to be 
free from Lightneſs or Vanity ; not in. 
Worldly Afﬀeairs, nor Relations of fooliſh 
Stories, and as little as poſſible in com- 
mon Talk, no unneceſlary Viſit, nor a- 
ny where but when we have an Oppor-. 
tuniry of doing good. This ought to 
be our conſtant Care, to.apply our ſelves 
wholly to God and Religion, and avoid 
cyery thing as much as poſhble thar 
would take up our Thoughts on any 


| thingelſe, This is truly ro ſanRifie the 


Sabbath : 
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Sabbath : And they 


us ſay, | 
APrayer after Dinner. 


Thou All-ſeeing, and moſt holy Goa! 
I have been admitted to make my 
Ob/ation of Praiſes, and my ſelf; unto thee ; 
and am infinitely concern'd that thou ſhould/t 


accept me therein; not for any Merit in.me; 
But for thine own Mercy ſake. O my God, 
thou knoweſt T have been polluted with Sin, 
andutiful to thy Commands, unfaithful to 
my Promiſes, and confederate with thine 
Enemies ;, yea, even in the time of theſe 
holy Myſteries, ſo obdurate and confuſed; 
that I might juſtly fear, leſt my Wretchs 
edneſs ſhould make my Sacrifice an Abomis 
ation : I bluſh that I am not fitter : I 1as 
ment that I ſhould bring ſo many Defiles 
ments, where the Purity of an Angel is ſcarce 
ſufficient © Bat I take Sanftuary in thy more. 
obliging Condeſcentions ; and becauſe I am 
fo unworthy, wi endeavour. to eſteem my 
ſelf as vile as really I am in thy fight. Oh; 
do not look upon the Defefts of a wretched 
Sinner ; but remember thine own — 
an 


who. can thus ob- 
ſerye it, will find the Benefit, even an 
Evctlaſting Reſt to their Souls in Heaven, 

Afer we have dined, let us retire a- 
gain; and when we liave rais'd our Af 
tetions by a ſcrious Contemplation, let 
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und accept what thou haſt required of me'; 
and ſo ſhall thy Favour be more illuſtrious, 
becauſe it is beſtow'd upon ſo evil anid un+ 
deſerving a Creature ; and the Senſe of my 
Unworthineſs ſhall enlarge my Thankfulneſs; 
and make me praiſe thee more than if T had 
approached thee with all Perfeftions. © 
It is a mighty Favour tome; O God, that 
thou haſt made Bread to grow out of the 
Earth, to nouriſh my mortal Body : But, 
Oh ! how far haſt thou tranſcended that 
Mercy, in giving me the Bread of Life 
from Heaven, to feed my immortal Soul / 
Whom was there in Heaven or Earth that 
Iconld have wiſh'd for, in compariſon of 
Jeſus Chriſt! O my Soul; bleſs thou the 
Lord : I went not to gaze, of taſte of the 
outward part ; but to ſatisfie my Soul; by 
laying hold of the Merits of my Crucified 
Saviour; yet I have receiv'd the Elements, 
and thou haſt made them to me that u hich 
IT needed, and defired, even the Body and 
Blood of thy Son. Oh, how it fills my Soul 
with Joy to ſee thy Sacred Majeſty appeas'd ! 
But, O merciful God; I tremble in Expetta- 
tron of thoſe furious Aſſaults which will be 
made upon me by my Enemies, from. whom 
Tam withdrawn. O God, thou knoweſt how 


often I have return'd to Folly : But if thou. 


pleaſeſt to plant thy Grace within me, and 
Li ſend 


192 Advice to thoſe whq never 
fend thy Bleſſing upon me, Twill not fear the 
Powers of Dat 5. - T have recetv d that 
Heavenly Faod, which is the Means of COM» 
veying this Grace unto me. * 1 know by this 
Celeſtial Remedy, many of thy Servants 
have been dreadful to the Powers of Dark- 
neſs! and thou didſt never caſt off an hum» 
ble Soul, Oh, bleſs then this Life-giviz 
Myſtery unto 'me, that I may find. ſuch 
Power, Strength and. Reſolution flowing 
from thence, that I may ſtand firm to the 


Parpoſes I have made.” Sweeteſt-Savieur, 


T am now thy Servant ; Oh, deliver md 
from Anger, Malice and Intemperance ; 
from Pride, Luft and Covetouſnejs, and all 
the Furies which uſe to torture me. O mark 
me for thine own ;' and deny me wot that. 


Grace which is neceſſary to make me thine. 
Tm ſure in thee all: Fulneſs of Grace dwells, - 
and let it now averflow;that / may receive: 
of. thy Fulnefs . aud ' then ſhall. / 4 aways: 


perform my Yows. 


4 


Gracious God, 1 have beheld the Effieas . 
cious Sacrifice which thy Son hath affered- 
for us; I have remembred it, bleſſed be thy. 


Name for it, though not ſo highly as 1 am 


oblig'd, for the Benefits are ineſtimable > 


There is no Want of Merit in Jeſus to des 
ſerve, nor of. Mercy in thee to beſtow-Res 
miſhon : Oh, let there not want in me, nor 

| Ut 
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fron-of 'oue Faigh, tliat we may. inlarge 
our *dglire$" iter \Heaygn, and ſec the: 
pleaſutes of rhe Habiratign, 'of che Lor 
At ur teruth Koi ie, "Evil be Rcellary 


that we give'up our : Yelves t to a ſerious . 


editation of our aQtions this day, it 
pr heart condemn us nor, then have 


| ths nh our WW 
I, h' an ,ardenr 
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194; binds hoſe. who never 


we confi dence,towar ; God ; ; if other- 
"wile, Tet: "y8: humbly: Pardon : Let 
*us becear NE in rhis, Examination, fo 

3s of great. moment to bp yay circiiph 
-ſpc&” now ; don't. A us F, GPRa ES | 
Whew: is far from ius 


reconciled * to. "God, ine WE bacon 
fog ſo overy one 


agus ickpheDevil, 
, that has pot been: x ng 
bis ſins, INE Yeriouſly. inten 


our ſelyes perfect becauſe our-affections 


are raiſed; -and-we ſeem to have:a zeal 


for-the.Glory :of God, for .no one can 


opal this folemoicy without"tranſ-: 


;.if we incd, our-{elyes: hef 
enter ed Rel Ps of | 

colic - with. Fay i {7 | 
cl i ing th mat 
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| nile thee-for y; great godneſs,is giving 


Reeeiv'dthe Shcroment!” 15; 
iv. . A Prayer ar Nighe.. + 
d Leſſed be thyglorioas Name; 0 Lord, 
for: aff thy 'unſpeakable Hercies to 
mes are all the Worlds '& adore aud mag- 


thy:Sex-vp die or me," attl making me pars 
taker: ef- bis! bleſſed: \Body.and Blood. O 
Lural;: what is Man that: thou regardeſt 
him 8: Qn what am I awile and wretched: 
framers, that thou ſhoubdeft.be. thus favour-- 
thleto:me;..thou haſt been pleaſed to as 
mit.me to renew that Covenant with ihee;' 
ubich] had\broken, and to gioe: me afſur- 
avce'of thy ' readineſs to pardon-ſo vile and: 
rat a: Sinner as I have been. I bawe 
received. the pledges of thy love, and Leen 
admitted to thy Holy Table ; 1 have there 
devoted. my felf- azain_ unto thee; T:have 
wowed Obedience, and after the moſt ſc 
lays . manner, confecrated my ſelf to thy 
ſervice. Thou aft a God that knoxeſt the 
beart,. and: art not-te-be mocked; I tens 
He when conſider thy injinit Power, Wit- 
dom and FKtolineſs; -let theſe thoughts Les 
$68 iu mye Soul-a great: fear: of thy Name,” 
and gre. to: perform thy Will. Grant. 1: 
may not turn the Grace of thee,my God, i»- 
tewantonneſs , and that I may not rece1ce 
O 2  #by 


196 Advice: $0'thofe why arver- 
thy grace in vain. O. Lord, help thy Ser- 
cant, keep the puſſeſſron of my. Soul which 
T have unfeignedly ſurrendred up to thee: 
0: parton the defeit T have been gltilty of in 
the performance of the Huties of this day;and 
unite my heart, O\Lord, to ſear thy Namt,; 
grant that. © may fend the remainter of 


ney time in obedience to thee, and'in aftsf. 


Charity t6\. my Brethren, creute # Cleai 
heart, O Lord, and renew a right ©Spifit 
within me ; guide me by thy Corſet, and 
at laſt receive me to thy Glory. 
ly defire the Salvation of Mank 
humbly repreſent to thy Divine Majefty the 
lorious ſacrifice which - our | feareſt Jeſus 
:rade of limfelf upon the Croſs, and- by a 
never ceaſing tmmtercefſion now exhibits to 
thee in Heaven in the Office of \tn Eters 


nal Prieſthood, in behalf of all that have 


comminttcated' this day in the divine Mys 
fertes in all the Congregations of the 
Chriſtian World, in behalf of 'thim that 
efire ts communicate, and are hindred by. 


yy actident, fear, or the ſentence of ther” 


vpn Copfciences, 


' Cive unto me," O God, ani unto thema 


rrrtion of all good Pravers, which are'ma 4 
in [ leavea and Earth, "the interceſſion of 


ver Lord, awd the ſupplicatioasof all "thy 


jervants, uxife us in the Land of the come 


1 dogreats 
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.''T humbly commend to thee this Churd 
and Kingdom all our ſuperiors in Church or 
State; have mercy .ugon all lates, of Mev 
and Women, give thy grace ſpeedity ta all 
wicked perſons, «/hecially theſe that [ have 
tempted to fu,. that they-may. repent, line 
well,and be ſaved. z. to all good people nite 
an. increaſe of Gifts and Halineſs; to al! 


afou ; and\o all that have erred from the 


Tapes aud Fferetiefs: grant Canuers 
, 


Y 71 ruth, bring thou into the. right way, Q 


merciful God, 1 humbly prayj 'unto. thee in 
Tertue of aur. Holy Saziour,: bo grant vis 
fo uS.all the gnaces of an; excellent and pere 
fett Repertynee, an irreconoidavte hatred 
of fin, a love of thee, an exatt. imitation 
the Holinefs.of the Bleſſed Jeſus; for 
the ſake of, the Sacrifice of. thy Eternal Si, 
Q Hequenly Father, let it be, becaufe 76 
is teſt, and hecavje thou!avelt it ſhould ls 
9, - SORES 02 WEE Y 
.. 0. Godl the Father of Feawogyrioſe mere 
cy is over all the World, 1 am. tnfinitly 
pleas'd to behold thy Glory,. and to hear the 
praiſes which thou vaſt gattew' by thy vagriy 
to poor ſirmers, and [ could. even. pouly of 
my Soul in the. manifeſtation of that.. jov. 
which 1m Y heart conceiyes as. thy univers. 
fal Honours. wherefore F mals. pravſe thea 
by Acknowledgments * biefs. thee with 
\* 35 Flymnz , 


x93 Advice'to thoſe who never 
Hymns, worſhip thee with the Threſt Re- 
Terence, and lorifie thee to the utmoſt 'vf 
my Power. I will give thanks "unto thee 
with all my Soul, for thy Pitty, Patients, 
and Mercy towards thy un thy: and. mite 
ſerable Creatures, ' How ſhall 'T expres 
thy welcome into my Soul, bleſſed Feſus 
'Or how ſhall 7 fl, ebrate thy by Praiſes *'1 7 
will remember what thoi'art in thyelF, 
and: what thon haſt done for us : 4 thiu 
"Eternal and only begotten Son of God, \e- 
qual to the Father, who art thy" ſelf oth 


Lord and God. | How lovely art thon;"0 


thou ' innocent Lamb of God, encircled 
with Millions of redeemed Souls, whom 
thou haſt waſhed" in thy Blood 2 O how'3l- 
liſtrious a. Brightneſs ſhines round thee, 
whilſt thou art 'in the midſt of all thyhap- 
pineſs interceeding for poor Stimers. T 
adore thee, and + Zh to do thee" Honout, 
ny Lord and my Grd) hear then my im- 
- portunate ſupplications, and enable mie*to 
Jrociaing the goodneſs of the Lerd. RF 


Lied Jeſts,_ the Authei and fu fir 


| of. our Faith, who art the ſlime Td 
feergay as zo wa and f or ever ; thou haſt 


Leven Spiritia means = thoſe thut fer 


"vhee," and wilt 6ver be mindful of thy 
Ivventant, but "my goodneſs is as"a mortte 


ing 


hd _ i BE ©. a. ts. £4. i as a. Ce... 
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ing ' Cloud. which. - fwp 


s- Devotion feeh the. a ſpadow,aud » kg 


Ter cox trnuue! bby one 
ti zo with thy Me Tg that Zi may 


wh eafily forfeit"n 


wagerh away ; ; 


ay; 0h, Ho. rhy efta- 
Og, Forget my 


Duty. and. break my f OWS 5 hw LION Ar i= 


ed wry thou deareſt Saviour; 


20-108 a-FJow cofibnt: bg" thy 'Þ 3p and 


well 


fhall [he ſo umrateful to. bs ſo cruel t0 


mp ſelf, as'to irſite- 


thee; hd "my own 


Happineſs 7" fer Jhe PdweP ard Policy 


of, v1one: Enemics''® I :o' with ' ſhame and 
| fortow. call-t0' mihd'n m1 my former Fetarns 'to 


fall... 7 ma pa 

axleave me 10" 

thy iga0dne/s, now obtained: Gu 
ti, EYen gre & brned,” «my 


ef:Peace ;. 


rohat Fi ly enteat thee wat | 


yl elf, 1 have,' throu b 


meaſure 


- % 


Heart revwerl; and ny purpoſes ſeem to” 
be* fingere's ' give" wie -tby grave therefore 
that: 4 may. be abje:to perform whatſoever * 
ay be fiendfaſt, 
ulhigroable; i way Woknding + tr thy woth; 
iba? "which FA 


Tcbave pronliſed, abit I 'ni 


0. Lord, let"ine* ill faſt” 
have," axid atly 


Rue ro wain Wore i make 
me - faithful * zo Death; That thoe' mayeſ ; 
$/v6.. EC a, Croih of iLife; 13' 4: I EC: 


New.the God of Pence which brought 't= 


O-4 


gain from the dead.our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
tbat great. Sl. bepherd of the Sheep, through 
the... Blood of the. everlaſting Covenant; 


M.: ke 


make e gerfect in all Works; works 
ing all Fo 'S FF i ied gulf nks pw 
his. Nang, the. \Bleſſing. of. God AL. 
mighty, the Fathey,. 7/1 and, Holy,Ghoſb. 
Fe "with, we far Ver, (AIMED, (3a, Sy 
: A Vo: 6 "IT NJ Fes 
| r Fa \» ja#t + "Of... % Wynn BY. 0) 
Praiſe Þ+ Lands Q a9-w0ul \ 
"Tha is no. 'qecaſion. to  2e-ſalks k. 
"R Rules, jog. our ' qd pgs 
ie: Evening Service, :and;.the-time.o 
reſt ; we bays already. begn,/ DIFROds, 
that no part of. this. ay.when. we do's. * 
communicate, ought to.þe ſpent 4n: gue: 
own. inventic ps$ ; then...ſurely.;:ivwres; 
quires . our” {trickeſt obſervation when: 
we baye had. ſo AK. an.honour conr\. 
fer'd upon-us; to: ww he Chil 
dren. Gods the thought of oe wk. 
contigually.\ run.in; ous mind; ” WF 
ſhall hon reaſon 3$6.bo. alyays» 
pmailing.Gog;: till iNayce,.pvcs vs kn; 
mat Y of Aur. Necelſities,. 26d that. 1t9.- 
time t@ caanmit.* out.\Soals.:ahd Bodics:: 
into his keeping;; when we thall mapa. ) 
_ FO levate Conc hues: ta 
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Aving © thus begun Our Courſe, 
Let 'us. run. with dilligence the race 
> ' that n r ſekthe ve 485; Tis now thar 
bg 3e-bagun, t0.be- 'hriſtians; and, let us 


[TEL 4 -CAULIGNS'- ** we diſcredir ' the: 


Enx't high We are call! 'Tis: 
_— the Titls,,.wighs: 

" one? Sn rom Iniquity to, campleae- 
the Chatter : Ther fore at Our. T6Rarm{00. 
che World, let: us have the-mercies. of 
; ingortinuel-remerhbrance; les, that good-- 
- | nefs-9hich-has forfan, kenl. us on: to repen- | 
rape, : Move. 45, 19;he- zealous in bis ſervice, 
ang; gur :ingratitude, ; _ keeping » 
x ou hoes rom cvexy;evil WArk..- {i 1. 1: 
. Lex us c hider, that: we arg bought with | 
» | theprice the Blood gf Jeſus, and looking . 
upon;tour felves ſo” xedeery'd,; let -us-'nor .. 
—__ felves any HOLE to work wicked- 
6 Net: 37 cif 4 
R Let usconfider the dignity: oF our Nature; 
+ {| that God has madeius jbut a -lictle- lower | 
than the -Angek; iehag: we only came into 
this /Werld: in: qrdor for-a{beirer;; that we 
. were byrn.-on civpoſe to be ercr nally happy ; : 
4-0 way then ſhould. we do any thing «to de- - 
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202 Advice to thoſe. who never 
. baſe our {eres and. make .us- uncapable of 
that bleſſedneſs, which the Wifdom and 
Goodneſs of Heaven has _—_— for us? 
"The conſideration of. this will lead us. to 
praiſe God for our Creation, which.. we 


ought ſhogfly to dg, da Kin bh, 
Tr 


motives-r0 &ffer up our Thankſgivi 


we conſider. the incſtimable benefirg we. 


may” receive by it... fg ie 
Let us conſider we are [but begun gp; 6 
way: to Glory ; that to falter in our: 


- 


have been at in our converſion: All; tho 


Prayers and Tears, Faſting and Alms- 7 gs, | 


by the: interceſſion of our ' Saviour, .done 
reat things for us; will turn'to.our: gan» 


ufion'; 'be a terrible accuſation. of : ogr' + 
hypocriſy,” and baniſk- us ro eternity.from 
the preſence of God ; beſides, how can.we * 
expe to artone Heaven, if we ſhould; at-- 
cempt a ſecond: Repentance, when.: all our : 


former : Vows prove falſe? Won't God'be 


deaf £0--our -complaints, ' when they are 


uſher'd in- by. fach treacherous Advocates? 
Can feigned tears. move compaſſion from 
char, God, who is. a lover of. rrath ?-;, What 
farm-of- Prayer. will-1erve* our turn; when 


we: have :made uſe. of the beſt .compolures - 
as a. mack ro. the a, oÞof Heaven 2:'Qh, * 
haſt approach'd the 


Chriſtian ! ſince :thoy. 
Altar of God, and there-vow!;d a. perpetual 


Ob:dience to. his Will, as. thous: hopelt - 


Eeuvcn 


worur'd endanger. our ruin ; and to xeturn, , 
woi'd be to loſe -the glorious" paips\we- 


ur, and: 
io 
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"Heavetihas heard'thy petitions, and ſign'd 
thy releaſe ; as''thoh believeſt thou haſt car 


rhe Fleſh, and' drunk that” Blood of 'Chrift, 
and* by thar iricomprehenſible Myſtety art 
unite@'ro' our” Saviour Jefus; as thou hopeſt- 

from'this wortderful mercy to be 'raifed 
dt theft day to-Etetnal life, live worthy of 
thy Cilling, by'a'perfe&t ſubmillion to the 
Will of God, and-a holy perſeverance 'in 
his ways, make” thy EleEtion/ ſure. "Since 
tHoti'haſt thus pur on 'the' Armour of God, 
and taken to thy ſelf the ſheild” of faith ; 
reiſf the. World, the Fleſh, and Devil, *and 
tow ſhalr ar laſt reap that reward which is 
kid'up for thoſe who have continued in 
well-doing, -and by their conſtancy in fom 

HA tHherited,” that! eternal Gift of God, 
which is'a*Crown of Glory in endleſs it- 


— 


conceivable Joys: © nl LO 
"' Letus endeavour to fill our Souls with all 
verrizes,and when we are ſo happy as.ro have 


otr” ilinations- after' goodnels, that? we 


hives fondneſs forthe Glory of God; and 
habituared our 'felves"m (his ' fervice, 'we 
ſhall find the advantage of” our converſion) ; 
for beſides the inwatd peace and ſarisfaRion, 
wHEKh73"the reſult of” a 'pious mind, we 
may enjoy* with njore 'pleaſure the'Goods 
of ris 'World, than wheh we gave a looſe” 
ro -Stit'Helizes, and'were led caprive by pur 
luſts 5 'when we 16” induſtrioufly' perſue 
our happineſs, w&fhall arrive ro that degree 
of gd6dneſs which' will' mike it as urcaſie 
PI! Qificule ro commit wick:d ations, 
as 


204 Adyice. to. holy ths; uever 


as.'twas at firſt hard to refzain them... We 
ſhall have an averſion to. Vice, and ,ſee our 
weakneſs and fajly that cou'd be ſubje 
to its embraces; it will then lopfe. all its 
charms, and. we ſhall yield to.. that diving 
Truth,. rhat God is only to be. loved; char 


Religion is our wileſt choice; thay ta, be. 


happy is to: underftayd her, for her. ways 
are. ways of pleatianrncks, and all hex , Paths 
ate peace. This indeed is. what very few 
believe, Men generally frame an, auſtere 


Notion of Religion, think. it ties Ram 


from - the . buſincſs , and pleaſure 


World ; they have an. inclination to. ferye 


God, bur think he requires ſo much of their 


time, thar they have - but lirtle for thew-. 
elves, or Families: This may be one z224- 


fon why ſome are ſo religious by tis, they 
are mighty zealous againſt an. Eefer, 


any paiticular . time of Devoripn, ÞÞt. 25 


ſoon. as. the Seaſon is, over return ($0) their: 
former habit. of indifference, and. cag give. 


o ather reaſon, but thar their Buſineſs calls 


rem off, as it Deyn Opaged io ſaying” 


juſt f@ many prayers; at ſuch an Hour.zq'be 


ih their Clollct ;. ro faſt ſych a day. inthe 

week, and ro negle&t the Allyirs .of this, 
World; becauſe we can'tſerve God ang Ata-. . 
21. © $Such'a Notjon pt. Dory is certainly .- 
praftiſe of Religion: 
Godcycared chis Wor & tor our convenicnce,,” 
and*did not defign we, ſhou'd be preſerved. 


very poejudicial ro th 


like rhe Lillies, © which toil'nor, neither. do 


uzcy Spin, bur commanded man to /ger $i. . 
, : | L Ds : A b 


bread 


- hs. 


for*he general Government of the World,” 


Kettivdtyt Bacthmont. 265 

bread with the fwear of his brow, and:can 

we thimk his labour ſha} be curn'd to his ' 

reproof ;' that whilſt he' honeſtly perfues the 

neceffary Daries of his Calling, chat he ſhou'd 

be accufed for nor imploying that time 

upon his knees. Providence has ordered 

very differing circumſtances among men, 

and 'to diſcharge with fidelity the Poſt in 

which he has placed us, is part of our Keli- 

gion, and when juſtly perform'd, as accepr- 

able as our Devorion ; we may empoy a great 

deal of this world, and yer be very” good 

Men; nay, by being verruous, . we. may 

make a freer ufe of ' it; for Vertue reaches 

a'right* ufe of every thing, and God has ' 

deny'd us nothing chat 'is uſeful, for alt. 

things Were ctezred for the uſe of man.;:. 

In \ ort, "ris not the ufe, bur abuſe of this 

World,'that renders'tis obnoxious to God: 

We may endeavour after Riches,bur not.10 

ſet'qur hearts upon them. + They are given. 

us to Uo; good with, and when we croſs 

the” mrent of them, by "making them a 

ufelels Treaſure, the ruff of them will mike | 

7D © ARR 
Religion don'rHe men up'from the Aﬀaixs 

of this World, it Only teaches them how to. 

behave (femſeivs in ir, by prefcribing fuch 

Rules which. are necellary for the quiet ox-. 

der of "the World in general, and'tor a.jptt . 

management in particular between men,; 


» 


.a 


ir Yeachies us that we ſybmir our ſelyes to. 
every Ordingnce of Min; chat 'we'be not” 
as 96 REY unruly 


2065 Advice:to-thoſe who never 


unruly, ſtiring up: ſedition by She Clock 
of Dignitics; and itCamprehends the 
Government, as well as State, by conſtit-; 
ing. an Order of Men who. are to watch for, 
our Souls, and. for. that reaſon we; are. rg. 
ey .them that have the rule over, us,ia. 
the Lord... Thus, by. gbeying Our ;Spiritul; 
Paſtors, and Temporal Maſters, we ſhall at laſt. 
receive the Reward: of -our Obedienaa; bus, 
hiv who reſiſt, ſhall .xeceive to, themſclves.. 
Damnation : For the | quan management, 
of our ſelves amongſt our Neighbours,. we. 
are, if poſſible, ro live .peaceably. "ob. all.x 
Men; to be juſt, and Charitable, and.'iq | 
every. thing to do as we wou'd be done by ;; 
to. be dilli Her ent in opr.Calling,. and by .an 
hopeſt,.induſtry 'provide,. for our,;Famulicy, 
We are. not to be ſolicicousfor the, Morrow, 
nor by a Carping,care after this:World. neg- 
Ie& -rhe other : If-we are ſ{ucgeſsful, To 
look up ro him whos is 5 the gr gf.all wool 
things, for his is: thaf, ons the 


- ,,and his Ns - givesthe Bl Blelipg,. 
we haye. loſſes, ..2 cgi p90: let.us 

ſabe with Patience, nd reign, our. _— 

co his Wilda, +fill zelying. upon his Bro: 


vidence,. Sugh- a Gontentment may, mave, 
the. Gopal of Heaven to raiſe oY [9 
in this" Worl ds hens. or what's ipfigily-. 
frer, renugre us from. the preleng, ;vils, . 
ro. WL ps. "of: his Angie.” ; Let 5 I6+ 


We, 0 ro refeive. Evil.gg.+ 
A Ds ee Peg uphx to ref God. - a0 


he ko what. i& beſt for us, and Pha 
then 


= 0 
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then thou'd we be-angry that God does:that 


which-is wiſeſt;-and moſt fir- ro'be-:done.” 


Let: ys caſt all-out care upon him, and 
Whatever Condition we are in ſhall have moſt 
latisfaRion'; this is as much a duty, as *tis' 
pious' in it ſelf, and 'incumbent--on the 


whble race of Mankind, The Rich ought 


more particularly to have refpett ro ir; 'kcaſt 

they (uffer by their confidence; and truſting 
in-the/Mulcitude of rheir' riches be con« 
foiinded : The Mighty, that they mayn'e 

bebrought low ; and thee Poor, leaſt God 
for their Cry. © Oh, how happy are they 

* who'tan with confidence look up ro God, 
© that can'uſe this World, neither abuſing it; 

© nor themſelves ; by,.making ir 2 hindrarice 

* ro:their Religion, and by an unaccountable- 
* of: theit Souls for their Vanity. : . 

Let vs firſt- ſeek 'the Kingdom of God," 


ahd his Rightouſneſs; looking upon our - 


ſelves as þorn for another World; and thar' 


we tte only in our Paſſage thither. . Cou'd- 
we bur perſwade our felyes of this eurh, - 
we ſhoy'd remove our affeRion,. and make- 


ufe .of this World; but as ic ſerves to con- 


dy&t us ro a+ berrer.' 'To what purpoſe * 
ſhow'd' we ſtrive ro heap up riches, whett' 
we know not who ſhall gather them? Why 
ſhou'd we he covereous to eſtabliſh aName; 


when the -Glory,.of this World {o: foan. 
» paſſes away ? ct us doall. poſſible good' in: 
our-Sration, endeayouiring to be'exemplaty” 


w:che preſent Age, and' nor be ſolicirous- 
WH for 


« extraviganCe,: make that-miſerable change ' 


2» Mbſts to Hole who'nover 


fot rhe foundi ng of onr fame to the fhttip6 
That>c2ti't'laffect us, for we Than'r be Ter. 
_ Bf or if 'we were, can it 'Kdd't6 
oolncks i in Heaven, or ſhall we have 
erin tbe pleaſed with our 'own Cha- 
rater, when we. ſhall be'ia veiw of High 
In whoſe: tireſence-is fullneſs of joy; 
whoſe fight hand are pleaſures for, Ao 


more; 'Birt'afrer all; onr Vercuous ARtions 


xakld have- another” motive than Populi 


apptane ; for if we do our good D:eds'to 


be foen-of Men, we have our reward; We 
canhave #6 erriburion of our p00d' wks 
thar-aremor witha- deſign To the Gloty of 
God; we muſt do them, becauſe God fe- 
quires them, -apd 4; beſt ploaſed when ſuch 
Devorions- ave olfer'd up'for”his ſuke:" Ir 
thows. our. conformity t0'his: will, when 
our obedience proceeds from ufenſe of our 
Oviigationste him, 'ard _—_ Exthir Kare 
a'Cup-afi' coltl-Wacor im his'N yon en 
loſethigvewasd.”: ” TheMetey ' of 

peariin ritis,* nor that we lovebiri; 4 
char:ilke boved:ins;- and cat WE beltab thee." 
full.co the invpyellible-love-of the Puther 7 


Can x8 prop3le* a Vang vantage: than' 


we' hut de 6 his Hands, or 
"is:0t hofwonoradte td be Juſt, nt rb! 
iraqVot” his «ributs,* and' mak 
the:ooGaſion' ofthe as 
his iþ vob 
tho'--Man 
tens ovooratin the-Name of GodviThere! 
foup Be uk be gobd, becauſe God is To, and 


this 


ne A 


$kothavetny A cates = 
e toilflow the: 7 rv 40463 


t 
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this xllpus ins upon:eycry.opportunicyito- 
pleaſe ;him;; ahat weanay-by's conltati Diary" 


Riſa of Vertues,/ mould gurfelyes mare 355d 


mars; nee the "likeneſs of ,bimytin; whom: 
Gpd was:do well pleaſed;obecgafe. he: want 
avous.doing. good. :! > 2Ue 238; 2 1. 2aylet 
: tk, conperes: us wha; have gone, thus far- 
in; the-way of 'Holioeſs;: that have ceated gn: 
do;Evil! and-hegar> the. pleaſane; exerciſe, of; 
doing Good, -to: endtavaus'the. performing; 
ie,.inthe moſt- acceptable manner... : Fhe'/Hat 
ly: Scripture;gives us direchon, and7our.$n-; 
viour's Example- to. encourage. .vs ; let; -us. 
therefare: laok upto that; pattern-of Righte= 
onfnels,/ that- we-may: us much as polli;ke 
be 'Hely;- as-be is Holy,. and we ſhatl find 
him.ſumming up all in this one word, Lowe: 
'Tis-Love, .that* is the; grear-Dury of- the 
New;Law,i and. abſolutely recefſary to be 
ſtuddied . by; all -wha.imer:d to be favdd : 
We ſhall have no excuſe far ourtgnorance, 
or negle& of that Duty, which God came 
on purpoſe to inſtruct and enjayn. We 
ought to have it perpetually in our Minds, 


and never proceed tO any ation without 


if. In our Retirements we - ought to be 


thinking of it, becauſe thar will prompt us 
0 


to ſeek fome new occaſion of our Love, and 
in our Buſineſs; becauſe :then we ſhall ne- 
vera& amiſs; for how cin- lie be guilty of 
an injuſtice, who has lovein althis thoughts, 
that not only ſtudies to do as he would be 
done by, but is always confidering to do the 
good in his power, without the mean Con- 

P tderation 


—_ 
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412 " dpi #8. daoin-jehs ctw 
-of return: fort wo! arrive touche 
\chis Duay,: we maſtnarbhaly cont 
»W I—, > mp dance od out 
, J\ 2 © Las H . texdo/tozo- 
thets. Thisjpdeedalt c:leſer0:wr:Ood- 
{ciences, . but let's have 4 care of deodhiing 
our (elves, . for oux Gonſtiences avetarhe our 
EE ets,- \Let uggemember that\we are'ito 


w, our ſelyes Diſciples of -ourigrear Ma. 
by 99108 onegvother, and xtfweeruh! 
do oy God will reward us according td:our 
2A we , cane - oma _— T0 
more than by: auxc on8:to'the:no- 
s, and we are-aſſur'd that, unkÞ(s no; 
pur on bowels of; carppaſſion;'we hayerno! 
right ro his promiſe, -tup if a-matz fees!-his 
Braher| 10 want, and relieves. higs ow how 
wellxth the. loye of God-in; him.:!HLetdus' 
conſider that- we pour: of rhe: {ſamo:Body,! 
char Chriſt died fox' us: all, and thcrefove! 
"tis. not fitting any one member ſhould pes. 
rith. Chriſt came:to;procure: ' re hirhfelf 2: 
peculiar People, Da good Waxks; and: 
wemulſt not xeckon-our {elves as. his: Ser-. 
vants, till we can-ſubmit- ro:his Command- 
ment. . Great Men hayc it . in- their; Power, - 
roxelieve. the. Diſtreſled,. 110; be merciful to 
thePoor, ang .t0:bt:a (Friend 10 the Father-- 
lelsand Widow;;. the-Poor. muſt notbe want- 


ing in.theix. pan. by being grarefutro'their- 


enefaRtars. and faithful 6 10 their Truft, by: 


being humble, abedient and: comented; tori 
if. we coutd bur” 


Lovc teaches us all-things.; 
pulls our rings. of: this excellent. anne" 
4 155%; wou 


wiukd abire-ahe ſwellingof our <iiery 
inmonlkianfort te Proud 


at "ris" 

buy ddisamiceir whidy atyances' ith ab 
hi&o ry ho rs the: 7 
thaCnorking burun. ward peace 4 
tisfactimupiicro be defired byoſe who Hay, 

any -undeoſtandifig,”-' {0c Dive's” the* pelo 
Vertxe: of the Mindf! Mn 'believed” this; 
chtf wool 'not fo mih/ſabour after a gear 
Name; as a Good; »nortefire riches ſo' much 
to: advanceortievr: Farhilies 'as'r0-benefir the 
Necatfitoiz)- They watk Hot cover. t& Be 
Grarforithe ſhe” of ondary and 2 BW: 
dy Retrinne, bit to haveirn their power 
10-beJatt, ro:advance:Merit, and” give tv.) 
watd?1q  Defers. © Great''Men, tho they 
have: no>Ewmployment, have ' teafſt oceufion 
ro.be-ldle 3-16 their Country don't requite 
thei immettiare ſetvicez* they have 'the 
more: tice to! arrend-theit bercer part ; tet 
God receive their-teifure, and the publich 
be the'berrer by their -Piery: | If God has 
Blefed them with (great: Efates,. and 'ri#ed + 
then to:great Dignary; they have the inore” 
rea/on te<be diligent, :employing their” 
Hanourand/Forrune to His'Sery ice ; 10 cos 
ceins: them':1o' manage with caution,” and 
hot-eurn thle boumry of God: into Licentt»' 
ouſnels ;'they ' are 0) grve- an account' of 
thets Seewardthip, and: whete nnich 'i' £&+ 
ven, much wil be requited; it. was piveiw'* 
them that they: might have'-an opporrenity 
to: do gavd, and they have the blefiing of - 
God REG hexeafter for 'theis Encourage - 


P 2 me1 [lo 


22 Advitoidifble whornaifr 
vent.” : How! 0 OuEyy ator rite 
2Roodnefs! of'6 kate: -bJb£:fiuch 
169'thei beHappy,” ngch&m 
-wValgable'dlelfagg hee: as: ar ofa 
bfurate: Rewafd0i Buy we are /mpwrodvink 
oat! Chartytbelohgs-bnly ro grem Meg, 'ris 


6 exn6/ they hls 1Þ-their:powerto 4xcell 


Men of leſs coridiribn; but weare bH mil. 
1:rbuce of this world's govd;-'as Goditns 
.puC/in bur! power!-a0d:rhot we'canh,.db 
«grearthings/\iter Sr whariwearedle; 
chef is an 'obligarion: even upon the-poer 
Shemfſelves, to afford what;hetp \theyicayro 

' aſſiſt -their-Brother Diſtreſs; /'4r5 ſhort; if 
- We have” Love; thatiwill ceach:7ns dtirthariis 
owing to ourſelves or Neighbourprharfo 
. we may: five as becomes'tholoewho:profels 
thar:Gofpet of Ohtiſt-in-all manneratHoly 
-Converſarion;':toiler:the love ofi God dwell 
in- us richly; arid-endeavonr: rova! wilirude 
of him, who is the-:expreſs image ofthis: Fa- 
ther, who is Loven!-r: tf foi LW ng fr 


+ Having'conſidere@-rhat *risboth our:Du- 


'yandintereſt rnow:we areartived.xtius far, 
.t0/ rlevers- eo the 'end; that wemay'be 
ſaved:; thar ir order roi we mafirtilbonr 
felves-with all: Vevrues, and:thatiches clitet- 
eſb of them:is/Lovey ler uy ceſolre withiall 
' our Souls 10! profecgte theſe-confiderarions 
R — 2? kt «0s {norithinkIiwve _ 
ecureco'beſhaken, -bur reflebupon ou 
former weakneſs, and Kilt ſuſpect: ap frail: 
- tþ,” wherein” we>moſt fear :by!carmeft ofup- 
x, 5lerus make: 'knowh vny requeſt 
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Keorin'dthb Sacramess; 243 


$0: God;: that he may ſupport-ys:in theday 
of: Dagger, .apd: bet) us from» the-allauj;s 


_ rofibyrflngmits,; werare! alweye:thilamast 


our folds Miſcarriages/ and-thoitaanen- 
.brahcoxught- © be gyevious,;./To this ard 


ler as-Eonnue Neadtaſk in; opr/Addfiles no 
.God, andbeg,thar: bej would:ſtilk giveinsa 


ſewfe of 2the+ oGiouſnels176f; £p>! han forte 
may:be dererr'd: fromig@mmitting 'i&;;{Ler 
us, 4s mueh» as: potſible, frequent the-Church, 
if. o8r-peceſſary: Bulipels (will not: giver gs 
leavewtt attend her daily. Devotions. Morn- 
ingandbEvepingy: ke yscavt-fail-of offering 
up: out private Sacrifice.» No: Buſineſs mitt 
-Inerenth -apon that, cis. rigkr! whichbe- 
longs 19:God;-and if+ wer'value: our ſafery, 
we-muſtinor omit it.2 Let: no »Mansbe xdw(- 
cobraged;: becauſe he\)can't attend: the. (er. 


. vice, of- the Churtch;Jo--conſtantly12s+ be 


would, ;if we do. it-but-a$0ften .as-we can, 
God js noc{uch Task+maſter,- bur-ketacceprs 
of our Will and Endeavours. But. Gbd 
knbws, People: are yery: apt to take. upiwith 
Excuſts,' and becauſethey-hant a-mind,will 
make their buſineſs. 40--prevent their: Nuzy, 
and:they who: have1ziſure prefer their Idie- 
nefs> tq/;Devortions;  and;what I admirg:ar 
met, ſame people:who»trequenrt the Sadra- 
ment;-very teldom approach the -Houſe;of 


Gai -bur:iwhen they;go vp to the Altgr,oa8 


if thoGhiuwch doors were: never.open:but-on 
Sundays,of once' 4 Month. -tHow.:can theſe 
Men's Religions be.{incere;who have no de- 


'(xes-50 give God thanksinthe Allemblies of 


his 


al, ro,whont Gol. 

Ty Wai _D9, fim-Gan- 

i te a etc 

ral Parchrign hn 

and.true = not.. brings; 

dal.ppon, the.C 009 a0 our, 1G mi--. 
itakes about. ayeay Eh. our F; -be.as-ithe. | 

directs, and 25.God has appointed, 1and-(Jer 


our Feaſts be:kepr,, Holy ro.the Lord... On: 
Saints-Days, ler ys, commemoarate-the. ;Blef+. 
ſings conveyed ro us by that. Saint\,we have. 
i Remembrance, ar.Eefter, H biz/anday and: 
Chriſtmas, the ns Mylericy,which . 
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and" nor_'turn. them into Jollicry, and(ÞPro+-: 
peo. Let aur Lent 39d Embe:, Pee. 
eId.in encraian and if ; WE  iractly, 
Faſt, ter us do all we can for 7A pt "= 
legthe. poor May and Labourer gokfake 4he 
oppgiuniry. .of .heſc mn Spend 
them 3 in his Diverſion; there 15 Shoes 
= As tn the. SEES F 
"freedom; an dhmce Fr _ 
Nic NR ina dy 
chele rg-watchfor, theur 
them 1h.true knoy 
feed [themſelvexly L 


pes Den 


gti 50 q 


the Church commends t0.our Devyation,. | 


with Devi ; Wwe had FAA do lt psf 
g Religion Thro Vouge, and pray that _ 
God would Rablich his Ctiarch In Rik. 


ouſnefs.” ' 


_ 


| GO EN 
chem "Hil *4 
- Church? !%>' 
| ofteibasthey Eh; ab iar py 
ers''ar 16 "Hrice"a, 'd&y'be 
hats 100022 of then th 
a | Ide he 
leney of the Prayers, > eh i he 
to brin 


Let us ſhow. our 
God,” by" 4 
Men; arid' ta Care't « 'bur Covers Eo 
be void of O ene of Ive vup' our time. - 
| as much''a$- | 
our conſtaht A, ferns be filf'd wich 
God's" Grace, 'and: Þ 
'rist0 al our Advincopes*tþ 


Ns 


Ipſirus rhfert fr Rel I 
el. 


Saf a7 


þrotti * ph the ihe Glee S patho | 


otion, rhat 


IT, BenediCtion;', 
'be upon 'our 
\ or in Me wo heqvene as Wwe 

they who khow'the Pleaſure of Con-' © 
vering 


were vety Zelonv-iti chis-Duryi-rsy 
Bid'therr* ſer Hours of Prayer, and if we 
Allowed their Piery;-we might afihte our 
ſelyes of the like Succeſs. It; was" David's 
coma praQjſet6 praiſe God Ii the Even- 
os, Mornings ane at 'Noon-day 3 #nd''1'm 
ire our necefſiticfare as-wirgent'ss his; and 
i they) who fave: nioft leiſure. would-dou- 
ble their He and- offer: up: rheit' Sa- 
crihers fix time a day, their: labourlwould 
hor, be in vain;z*belides, when We'ate. accu- 
ſed: ro this' frequent Communion! with 
God; we ſhall be'convine'd 'with Holy Du- 
win, That the ways of God -are exbeedivig plea- 
ſan; and be ready-upon: aar :Svleriny days 
of Devotion to firetth our Zeal roar Equa- 
lity with his, wh&took- up-the holy! Reſo- 
lation of praifing'God feven times a''Uay, 
becauſe of his Righteous: Judgmerits-G * ©: 
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